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PEFi^ACE. 


syntak ; but I am strongly of op''xnion that for the present such’ 
aid is lj?est given in notes on selected texts/ For the rest, it 
is unnecessary to ''enlarge <5n the methods of exposition hk’e 
devised or adopted, or to make the reviewer’s task easy by 
calling attention to the principal innovations. The ultimate 
appeal as to the arrangement, the methods, the necessity, and 
the utility of the work will be to the experience of readers 
and students; and their counsel and co-operation are cordially 
asked, for its correction and improvement. 

My obligations to Sweet are a part of our national debt 
to him as a pioneer in English philology. My indebtedness 
to Sievers is obvious and well-nigh inestimable. I have made 
abundant use of Oosijn’s Altwestsdchsische Grammatih, an in- 
comparable storehouse of examples. My warmest thanks are 
hereby tendered to Prof. Napier, whose timely advice and 
assistance have often encouraged me in the studies of which 
this book is the outcome; to a lady, whose name I am not 
permitted to mention, for reading the proof-sheets with equal 
acumen and care; to Mr B. J. Hayes, M.A., of St John’s 
College, for giving me the benefit of his great experience in 
all that is meant by “seeing through the press”; and to the 
ojfioials of the University Press, who have spared neither 
trouble nor expense in meeting my wishes, for example in 
banishing (I hope for ever) the italic digraph ce, indistinguish- 
able from CIS, and having the elegant character se, specially cast 
for this book. 

A. J. W. 


Cambridge, 
MarcK 1897. 
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TO 

a w. 



PAEADIGMS. 


Some such plan of work as the following is recommended to tlio 
beginner. (1) Study the paradigms given below. (2) By their aid work 
your way through the earlier extracts, or the whole, of the companion 
Old English Beader. (3) Continue your reading side by side with the 
systematic study of the large print of, first the Accidence, then the Pho- 
nology. (4) Work carefully through the whole book again, small and 
large print, making all the cross references. 

STRONG NOUNS. 

Masc. Neut. Fern. 

Singular. 


Norn. 

stiin, stone 

scip, shi}) 

word, tDord 

gief u 

, gift Ifir^^or 

Acc. 

Stan 

scip 

word 

giufe 

lare 

Gen. 

stanes 

scipes 

wordes 

giefe 

larcj 

Bat. 

stiine 

scipc 

worde 

giefe 

lare 


PluraV 


N. Ace. 

stfinas 

scipu^ 

woixU 

giefa, -e 

lara, -i 


stana 

scipa 

worda 

giefa 

lara 

Bat. 

stanuni 

scipuin 

wordiim 

^ fc>ce § 1 ). 

gief 11 tn 

laruiu 
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PAEADIGMS. 




WEAK NOUNS. 



JIaso* 

Neut. 

FeuL 



Singula/f. 


Norn, 

gnma, man eage, eye 

heorte, heart 

Acc. 

guman 

eage 

heortan 

Gen. ^ 

guman 

eagan 

heortan 

Dat. 

guman 

eagan 

lieortan 



Flural. 


K Acc. 

guman 

eagan 

heortan 

Gen. 

gumena 

eagena 

heortena 

Dat. 

gumum 

eagum 

heortum 



ADJECTIVES. 



I. 

Strong Form. 



Mase. 

Neut. 


Fern. 



Singular. 



Nom. 

til, good god, good 

til 

g5d 

tilu^ god^ 

Acc. 

tilne godne 

til 

g5d 

tile gode 

Gen, 

tiles 

gSdes 


tilre godre 

Dat. 

tilum 

godum 


tiire godre 

Imtr. 

tile 

gode 





Flural 



N. Acc. tile gode 

tilii^ 

g«d' 

tiU,-e goda, 

Gen. 


tilra 

godra 


Dat. 


tilum godum 



* Soe§9. 



PARADIGMS. 


lADJECTIVES {continued). 



II. 

Weak Form {after demonstratives). 


Masc. . 

Neut. 

Fern. 




Singular. 


Plural. 

Ufom. 

goda 

gode 

gode 

m 

godan 

Acc. 

godan 

gode 

godan 

Gen, 


godan 


godra 

Bat, 


gSdan 


godum 



PRONOUNS. 




“I” 




Sing, 

Dual, 


Plural. 

Fom. 

ic 

wit 


we 

Acc, 

in§ 

unc 


us 

Gen. 

min 

uncer 

Tire 

Bat. 

m§ 

unc 


tis 



“ Tliou 



Nom, 

m 

git 



Acc. 

Sg 

inc 


gow 

Gen. 

Sm 

incer 


eower 

Bat. 

?ye 

inc 


eow 


» He” 

»It” 

“ She” 

“ They ” 



Singular. 


Plural 

Nom. 

hg 

hit 

heo 

hie 


hine 

hit 

hie 

Gen. 


his 

hiere 

Mera 

Bat. 


him 

Mere 

him 


1—2 
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PAEAi^lGMS. 


PRONOUNS (contmued) 

“The,” “that” 



Masc. 


Neat. Fern. 




Singular. 

JPom. ^ 

sS 


Sset s§o 

Acc. 

Sone 


Sset 5a 

Gen. 


Sees 

58ere 

Dai. 



Ssere 

Instr. 


5y 



“This ” 


Singular, 


Pfom. 

5es 


5is 

5eos 

Acc. 

5isne 


5is 

5as 

Gen. 


Sisses 


5isse 

Bat. 


Sissnin 


5isse 

Instr. 


5?s 





'WhoP” 


‘ What P 


Masc. 

Singular. 

Neut. 

Horn. 




Acc. 

hwone 


hwffit 

Gen, 


hwses 


Bed. 


hwiem 


Instr, 


hwjr 



Plural. 


Plural, 


Sissa 



PARA))IGMS. 



Present 

VERBS. 

I. Strong. 

Indicative. 

Past 

Shig. 1. 

helpe, liolp 


healp 

2. 

hilpst 


liulpe 

3. 

hilpS 


healp 

PIUT. 

helpa^ 

Subjunctive. 

hnlpon 

Sing. 

helpe 


hulpe 

Plur. 

helpen 

Imperative. 
help {sg,\ helpa(5 ( pi) 

Infinitive. 

hulpen 


helpan, dat. to helpanne 


Fa/rticiples, 

helpende geholpen 


Principal Parts of Strong Verbs. 


Glass Infin. 

Zrd Sing. 

Past Sing. 

Past PL 

Past Part 

I. scman, shine 

scinS 

scan 

scinon 

scinen 

II. ftceopan, creep 

criep^ 

creap 

crupon 

cropen 

Ilia, helpan, help 

hilpS 

healp 

hulpon 

holpen 

mb. drinca^i, drink 

drincS 

drone 

druncon 

drnneen 

IV. beran, hear 

birt) 

bser 

bseron 

boren 

V. tredan, ti'ead 

tritt 

trasd 

trsedon 

treden 

VI. faran, fare 

fserS 

for 

foron 

faren 



PABAjj)IGMS. 

VERBS {continued). 

Ii. Weak. 

(1) Verb. (2) -itmVerb. 

Present Indicative. 


Sing. 1. 

deme, judge 

locie, look 

2. 

d§in(e)st 

locast 

3. 

dem(e)3 

locaS 

Plur. 

demab 

locia(5 


Present Suljunciive. 


Sing. 

deme 

locie 

Plur. 

dcmen 

l5cien 


Past Indicative. 


Sing. 1. 

demde 

locode 

2. 

demdest 

locodest 

3. 

demde 

locode 

Plur. 

demdon 

ioiioilon 


Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. 

demde 

locode 

Plur. 

demden 

locoden 


Imperative. 


Sing. 

dem 

looa 

Plur. 

demaS 

lociaS 


Infinitive. 



deman 

locJan 


Participles. 


Pres. 

dOmende 

lociende 

Past. 

gedemed 

geldcod 



PABAfnaMS. 


VERBS (continued). 


III. «To be.” 


Present 

Indicative, 


Sing. 1. 

eom 

bSo 

waes 

2. 

eart 

bist 

w^re 

3. 

is 

bis 

wses 

Plur. 

smd(on) 

bgoS 

wseron 



Subjunctive. 


Sing. 

sle 

beo 

wSre 

Plur. 

slen 

beon 

wieren 


Imperative. 
wes, wesaS beo, b§oS 

Infinitive. 
wesan beon 

Participles. 

wesende beonde wanti 




ELEMENTAEY 
OLD ENGLISH GEAMMAE. 

PART 1. INFLECTION. 

Introductory. 

1. The position of Old English in the family of languages to 
which it belongs can best be shown by means of a genealogical 
table : 

Indo-Gei'manio 

Germanic 


Gothic 

Scandinavian 

West Germanic 

Icelandic 

Norwegian 

Swedish 

Danish 


Old English 
! 

Old 

Old Frisian 

Old Saxon 

Old Dutch 

Old kigh 
German 

English 

Dialects 

West Saxon 

Kentish 

Mercian 

Northumbrian 

Middle 

English 

Dialects 

Southern 

(Dorsetshire, 

etc.) 

(Kentish) 

Midland 

I 

Modern. 

English 

Northern 

Lowland 
Scotch, etc. 


The dialects of Old English arc thus seen to bo four, of 
which the most important is West Saxoig because almost the 
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INFLECTION. 


§2 


whole of the extant remains of 01(? English literature has come 
down to T^s in that dialect. It is not the direct parent, but 
rather, as it were, th® uncle, of Modern English, in tracing the 
ancestry of which through West Saxon we therefore deflect 
from the straight line of descent. But this disadvantage is 
compensated by the ampleness of West Saxon materials in 
comparison with the meagreness of the remains of Old Mercian. 
Northunfbria and Mercia were peopled principally by Angles: 
hence ‘Anglian’ is often used as a common name for the 
Northumbrian and Mercian dialects, which were in many 
respects similar. 


Old English literature belongs chiefly to two periods : the Northumbrian 
period, in the 7th and 8th centuries, to which belong nearly all the great 
monuments of Old English poetry; and the West Saxon period, from the 
9th to the 11th century, the classical period of Old English prose. But, 
although the best of our early poetry was composed in Northumbrian, it 
must be remembered that it has been handed down to us in West Saxon 
transcriptions, containing however not infrequent traces of its origin in the 
retention of Anglian forms of words. 


2. Old English was the language spoken by the Teutonic 
inhabitants of England before the Conquest (and for a short time 
after). In the title of this book the name “ Old English” has 
been used, for convenience’ sake, as synonymous with “ (Early) 
West Saxon dialect.” West Saxon before about the year 
900 A.D., or the close of Alfred’s reign, is known as Early West 
Saxon; after about 950 a.d. it is called Late West Saxon. 
Late West Saxon shows numerous signs of inflectional decay, 
especially in the assimilation of inflections, before the Norman 
Conquest. Early West Saxon is therefore the purest form 
of Old English of which sufficient remains for grammatical 
study are extant. Erom an elementary text-book such as this 
the other dialects are almost entirely excluded, as beyond its 
aim and scope. Strictly speaking, then, Old English is the 
collective name for the Teutonic dialects spoken in England 
before the Conquest; but it is often conveniently used as the 
name for the earlier and purer form of the classical West Saxon. 



AlJPHABET. 11 

The chief distinguishing marl^ of the various Old English dialects aie 
these : 

# 

* (1) West Saxon represents Germanif B (West Gfrmanic a) by B, the other 
dialects by e ; it accurately discriminates ea and eo ; it lost the sound of ce, 
early ; it replaces the -w, -o, of the first person singular present indicative 
by -e. The distinguishing mark of Early West Saxon is that the f-muta- 
tion of m and eo is fe, and that of ea and eo is U, passing into Late West 
Saxon i or y, and i or y, respectively. Some special forms and inflections 
peculiar to Late West Saxon will be found in the paragraphs of this^rammar. 

(2) Northumbrian (from which Mercian does not greatly differ) drops 
final n ; frequently terminates the 3rd person singular and the whole of the 
plural present indicative in s, instead of iS ; confuses ea and eo (short and 
long) ; has a liking for the os sound (short and long) ; and has its inflections 
unsettled earlier than the other dialects. 

(3) Kentish prefers ia, io to ea, eo ; vocalises g into i (e.g. dsii for dieg ) ; 
and substitutes e for y. 


Alphabet and Pronunciation. 

3. The Old English alphabet consisted of the following 
characters : a, se, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, (k,) 1, m, n, o, p, r, s, t, 
]>j S, u, p (= w), X, y. k is occasionally found for c. This alpha- 
bet is both defective and redundant. 

(1) It is redundant in the letter x, which stands for cs (h) 
or hs. 

(2) It is defective in having no special symbol for: (a) the 
sound of the semi-vowel y, which is represented sometimes by i, 
much oftener by g ; (b) the sound of short open (printed § in 
this book), and the sound of short open o'^ (printed q in this hook); 
(c) the voiced (sonant, fiat, soft) sounds corresponding to /, s, 
i.e. the sounds,usual]y represented in modern English by v, z, th 
in thine (=dh). Moreover, c, g, sc and h represent both guttural 
and palatal sounds. 

^ Modern English has only the open sounds of short e and short o. 
Sec § 4. 



12 INFLEdriON. 

& 

N.fc. I-mutation ^ and Breaking. 


(1) Tlie vowels ^produced ^by i-mutation are % ^ (se), ie, 
le, e, y, y, of which those printed black are in every instance in 
EWS. (with unimportant exceptions) produced by ^-mutation. 

(2) Breaking includes the change of .x to ea and e to eo before 
r + consonant, I + consonant, h + consonant, or A final. 

Full Stalls are given in Part II. 


4. Pronunciation. — N.B. Every letter in Old English must 
be fully sounded, whatever its position. 


The vowels a, e, f, 

0, u 

in Old English had what may be 

called their “ continental,” oi 

’ Italian, sound. 

a = the 

a in 

answer, only shorter. 

a = 

a 

father 

se = 

il 

man 

£8 = 

a 

care 

© (close) = 

6 

Fr. epais. 

^ (open) = 

e 

men 

e = 

ey 

they 

i 

i 

pin 

1 

i 

machine 

0 (close) = 

0 

Ger, Gott 

<2 (open) = 

0 

not 

0 

0 

note 

u 

u 

put 

u 

u 

rule 

y 

u 

Ger. liubsch, Fr. ultericur 

7 

u 

Ger. griin, Fr. voifeire. 

If the values of e, o, 

y: y, 

assigned above cause muclt difficulty 


the values of y, i, % may be substituted for them for a time. 


^ “Mutation” and “mutated” arc frequently used in the following 
pages with reference to i-mutation only. 



IS 

The diphthongs of Old jEnglish are eo (io), ie, short and 
long. The stress falls on the first element, which in^ ea is the 
open sound, and in eo the close sDund, of et 

The pronunciation of the consonants b, d, Ic^ I, m, n, p, r, t, 
w, Xp does not differ materially from that of modern English. 

mod. k 

g in get. 

These two letters (and 7i), as has been said, had both a guttural and a 
palatal sound, and g was also both a spirant and a stop. But, as it is hardly 
possible for the beginner to decide for himself which sound they had in a 
particular word, it seems best, at least at this stage, to adopt one Talue for 
each letter (a practice which some eminent scholars neyer depart from, 
except for phonetic exposition) h 

N.B. eg = gg (< gj) : ex. leegan, to lay. 

h, (1) initial, is a mere aspirate, as in English hwrd : exs, 
7ie, he ; Uud^ loud; (2), medial and final, is a voiceless spirant, like 
the ch in Scotch loch (guttural), or the ch in Ger. ich (palatal) : 
exs. heali, high ; niht, night. 

f, s, }?, S are (1) (surd, sharp, hard) whenever possible, 

i.e. always when initial, always when final, and when medial in 
voiceless company (i.e. in company with another voiceless conso- 
nant) : exs. fod, food ; hors, horse ; since ; (2) voiced 

when medial between voiced sounds (vowels, liquids, nasals, 
voiced consonants) : exs. ofer, over ; Mlsian, to greet ; wtSiiinmi, 
within. 

It would be conYenient to appropriate b for the voiceless sound, th in 
thin, and for the voiced sound, dh in thine, as in Icelandic; but Old 


1 The author is confirmed in this opinion by the hopeless confuBion 
that results front the attempt to expound this matter fully in what arc pro- 
fessedly elementary text-books. Sievers comes to the conclusion that Old 
English y%as most frequently a voiced spirant, hut his proofs seem in- 
conclusive for initial g. In any case, the voiced spirant g is a sound not 
only foreign to modern English, but one difficult for English people to 
acquire. To say, as is usually done, that it is the sound of g in Gor. 
sagen, is to ignore that the g in sage7i, on the stage and in North Geniumy 
generally, is a voiced stop. 



14 INFLECTibN. §§ 5, 6 

English MSS. afford no justification for this usage. In printing texts it is 
usual to follow the MSS. exactly. Throughout this book the sign -S is alone 
used ; it came into use n^ueh earlier^ than and is found almost exclusively 
in the best of the older MSS. 

5. Stress. — The chief stress, or syllabic accent, usually falls 
on the first syllable of Old English words : ex. hldford, lord. 

Exceptions. (1) In derivative verbs, the principal stress 
falls almost invariably on the root, not on the prefix : ex. 
arisarhj to arise. 

(2) In nouns and adjectives compounded with ge-, he- and 
sometimes for-, the chief stress falls on the radical syllable, not on 
the prefix j but in the case of other prefixes, the stress falls on 
the prefix : exs. gefira, companion ; hehdt, promise ; but qndlean, 
requital. 


NOUNS. 

6. Gender. — The modern English system" of gender is un- 
known to Old English, in which the names of things are masculine, 
feminine or neuter. There are two ways which enable us to 
determine the gender of many nouns. 

(1) By meaning. Names of males are masculine ; names of 

females are feminine ; names of young creatures (because their 
sex is less easily distinguishable) are neuter : exs. se cyning, the 
king ; seo ewen, the queen ; hset did, hearn, the child. Excep- 
tions : wlf the woman ; ’•Sset msegden, the girl. 

(2) By termination, (a) Nouns ending in -a, -a?5, -els, -end, 
-ere, -dom, -had, -sdpe, -stafas, names of persons in ^ntj and -ling, 
and compounds ending with a masculine word, are masculine. 
{b) Nouns ending in -estre, -nes, -r^den, -iS (except -a‘5), -wig {-lug), 
and compounds ending with a feminine word, are feminine. 
(c) Nouns ending in -ern, -rice, 4dc^ and compounds ending with 
a neuter word, are neuter. 
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§§7-9 

7. Cases. — Old Englisl^^has the following cases : Rominatiye, 
Accusative, Genitive, Dative, Instrumental. The ^jj'ominative 
serves also as a Vocative. Thei Instrumental in nouns never 
differs in form from the Dative, and it is therefore omitted in 
the noun paradigms. 

8. Strong and Weak. — Every noun in Old English belongs 
to either the strong or the weak declension; a few li^ive both 
strong and weak forms : as, m,Qnn^ mQnna, man. (On the other 
hand, almost all adjectives may be declined both strong and 
weak : see § 41.) 

A glance at the paradigms will show that it is easy to 
distinguish weak nouns and adjectives from strong, except in 
the nom. sing, and dat. plural. All weak nouns end in a vowel 
in the nom. sing. : 

(1) All nouns ending in -a are weak masculines. 

(2) Weak ferns, and neuters end in -e, all hut a few short- 
stemmed ferns, in -w. But by no means all nouns ending in -e or 
-u are weak. Eems. in -6 are weak, 

9. Loss of final e andu. — The simple practical rule is this 
(great attention should be paid to it, for it covers a large number 
of instances) : Final e (earlier i) and U are generally retained 
after a short syllahle, dropped after a long syllable^. The applica- 
tions of this rule are numerous and important. 

(1) Original short i-stems retain final -e, while long steins 
drop it ; cp. wine, friend, sperej spear, with giest, stranger, hen, 
boon. 

(2) The nom. sing, of fern, nouns and the nom. plur. 
of neuter nouns of the ordinary declension retain final 
-w after a sh«rt syllable, drop it after a long syllable. Op. 
giefu, gi^, with sprMc, speech ; and scipu, ships, with hus, houses. 
Cp. also the modern plurals deer, sheep, S'mne. 

1 A syllable is long if it has a long vowel or if it ends in two 
consonants. 
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(3) ^ Exactly the same rule f pplies to the fern. sing, 
and neuter plural of adjs. : cp. fern. sing, and neut. pi. tUu, 
useful, with good- 

(4) The same rule applies to disyllabic nouns and 
adjs.: -u is generally retained after a short second (or 
even third) syllable. Exs. : rice, realm, pi. rim \ hmfod, head, 
pi. }ieaf{6^du ; grene, green, fern. sing, and neut. pi. grmu ; 
noble, Alu. 

Exceptions, (a) After two short syllables there is a good deal of 
irregularity. Thus firen (fern.), crime, has no final u; the fern. sing, and 
neut. pi. of viicel, great, and rngnig, many, are micel,mQ7iig, but also 7nic{e)lu, 
mgnigu ; the pis. of mssgeti and wmter are jiimgem, imt{e)ru. 

(h) Late West Saxon texts not only break the rules of this and the next 
section, but show almost eyeiy possible grammatical irregularity. For this 
reason only the more frequent and important variations of Lato West Saxon 
from Early West Saxon will bo noticed in this book. 


10. Loss of middle vowels.— Some disyllabic nouns and 
adjectives with a short second syllable, such as cb’c?, native laud, 
deofol, devil, o^er, second, syncopate the middle vowel in inflection 
according to the following 


Mule : When a termination beginning with a vowel is 
added to a disyllable, whose first syllable is long and 
second syllable short, the vowel of the second syllable is 
usually dropped. Thus : 


eM, native land, long + short, 
lytel, little, ‘ long + short, 
lieofon, heaven, short + short, 
hssrfsest, autumn, long + long. 


gon. e^leSj 
gen, lyUe,% 
gen. heofonea, 
gen. hosrfiede!^, 


not e^eles, 
not lyteks. 
not Imfncs. 
nob Im'fdes. 


N.B. It is obvious that the above rule cannot apply when 
the flectional syllable begins with a consonant, 'ii'hus we have 
acc. masc. sing, o^me, gen. pi. lytdra. 

Exceptions, (a) Miccl^ great, yfel, evil (both .short + short), hjuco- 
pate the middle vowel in inflection: thus, gen. snicks, ijjks, dut. iiiichm, 
pi. yf{s)lu (see below). 
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(&) When the above rule and iihat given in § 9. 4 both apply to the 
' same word, the above rule may or may not be observed ; thus we find nom. 
^Is: heaf{o)dii, deqfiu, earfd^Ut humrUi idie^lu (neat.). 

11. Intrusive vowels. — Old English words ending in 
consonant + vocalic liquid or nasal often introduced a vowel before 
the liquid or nasal, making the latter into a distinct syllable, 
as infugol, bird (Gothic fugls). This intrusive vowel was i^sually 
e when the preceding vowel was palatal, most often o when the 
preceding vowel was guttural : exs. &cer, field ; beacen, beacon ; 
dior, poison. These words for the most part conform to the 
rule laid down in § 10 : thus we have gen. wintres from winter 
(long + short), but f^geres from fxger (short + short). 

Exception: fugoly bhd, gen. fugles, Tghfuglas, 

In the following words the second vowel is intrusive ; 

ssppel, tac(e)n, token fodor,/o^7c7er 

tempel, temple w^p(e)n, weapon hlutor, pure 

matum, treasure ceaster, city hiingor, hunger 

biiacen, beacon cluster, prison wundor, marvel 

fac(e)n, treachery finger, finger etc. 

12. Variation of middle vowels.— The o or w of the 
second syllable of a word tends to become e whenever a third 
(flexional) syllable containing a guttural vowel is added. This 
law is well illustrated by the declension of such a noun d.sheofon\ 

Sing. Nom. heofon Gen. lieofones Dai. heofone 
Flur. heofQnas heo/Qna heofQimm. 

Similarly we find sta’Sol, pillar, gen. sta^oles; but pi. sta{)elas, 
and the verb stalSelian, to establish. Op. also the past sing, locode 
with the past. ^\.mlocedon. 

The expla»ation of this change is to be sought partly in the weakening 
of the stress on the second syllable, partly in a tendency to alternate palatal 
and guttural vowels. 

a, 0 , u are guttural vowels, all others are palatal. 

W. 
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13. Loss of consonants. ^ 

(1) -Loss of medial h. When a final h becomes medial in 
inflection it is dropped. 

[a) If between liquid and vowel, thei-e is compensatory 
lengthening of the preceding vowel: exs. mearli^ horse, gen. 
mmres^ pi. mearas : liolh, hole, gen. hdles^ kc . ; cp. feolan^ 
penetrate, <^feolhan. 

(h) If between vowel and vowel, contraction (see § 154) 
results ; ex. scoh, shoe, pi scos } eoh, horse, gen. eos. 

(2) SimjMfication of final double conso7iant. The simpli- 
fication of a double final consonant is msual in Old English, 
whether the geminate was original or arose from earlier con- 
sonant 4 - j I Yet the etymological spelling is also not infrequent. 

Thus we have ; 

(a) in the ordinary masc. declension (§ 16), 

Norn. Gen. PL 

weal(l), wall wealles weallas, etc. 

dyrL(n), din dynnes dynnas 

(b) in the ordinary neuter declension (§ 20), 

1111 ( 1 ), cup fulles ful(l) 

cyn(n), race cynnes cyn(n) 

(c) in the ordinary fein. declension (Jj 26), 

]ieal(l), hall liealle 3iealla,-0 

b§n(n), wound b^nne 

and similarly 

lign{n), hen sib(b), kinship 

nyt(t), imfit syii(ii), sm. 

(d) The same thing is seen in adjs. (§ 43), in the imperative 
sing, of verbs (e.g. gecier from gecieora^i), and elsewliore. 

Exception. Final eg { = <}g) is never simplified : s^cg, man^ hrycg, back. 

^ Double consonant < consonant -hy can usually be known by the ] ire- 
ceding mutated vowel. In JFest Germnie, every consonant {except r) doubled 
before j after a short vowel (see ^ 3 fib). 
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14. Endings. — The foUo’Ering table gives the commonest 
endings in the declensions of strong masc., fern., and, neuter 
nouns respectively : 


Masc. 

Neat. 

Fern. 


Singular. 


Nom. 


(U) 

Acc. 


e 

Qen. 

es 

e 

Dat. 

e 

e 


Plural. 


N. Acc. as 

(“) 

a (( 

Gen. 

a 


Dat. 

nm 



Notes. (1) The gen. pi. of strong nouns invariably ends in -a (rarely 
~ena ) ; of weak nouns in -ena ; of all adjs. in -ra. 

(2) The dat. pi. of all nouns and adjs, ends in .um (other forms of 
which are -un, -on, -an). 

15. Declensions. — The declensions of OE. nouns are ar- 
ranged as follows for the sake of simplicity and convenience : 

I, Strong Kouns : 

Ordinary Declension ; 1. Masculines. 

2. NTeuters. 

3, Feminines, 

( (i) IF-stems. 

All genders J (ii) J-stems. 

((hi) I-stems. 

Minor Declensions : 4. Z7-stems. 

5. ^-sterns. 

6. AD-stems. 

7. Other stems. 

II, Weak Nouns. 


2—2 
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DECLENSIONS. 

I STRONG NOUNS. 

ORDINARY DECLENSION\--\. MASCULINES. 
16. Primary paradigms : stdn^ stone ; liierde^ {shep)herd. 
Singular. 


N. Aoc. 

Stan 


hierde 

Gen. 

stanea 


hierdes 

Dat. 

Btane 

Plural. 

hierde 

N. Ago. 

stanas 


hierdas 

Gen. 

stana 


hierda 

Dat. 

stanum 


hierdum 


Notes. (1) Stan is an original o-stem (i.e. corresponds to the Latin 
and Greek o-declensions), hierde an original jo- stem (see § 33). There is 
no difference in inflections (final -e is invariably elided before a termination 
beginning with a vowel) ; but traces of the original j of hierde are seen in 
the final -e and in the mutated vowel of the root. 

(2) Locatives, without inflection, are seen in 

tu-dseg, to-day ffilce dag, each day 

to-morgen, to-morrow set ham, at home 

to, fr^m his agnum ham, to, from, Im own home 

1 The arrangement of declensions here adopted is a compromise between 
a complete ignoring of the original stems, which are often obscured beyond 
recognition in Old English— a method which has the disadpntage of not 
leading on and up to the study of cognate and earlier lauguages ; and, on 
the other hand, an undue multiplication of declensions (according to stems), 
which in Old English sometimes differ only in a single case or form. 
F-stems, j-stems and i-stems, which differ in inflection from the ordinary 
declension, are given in §§ 32—34 ; all the rest are included here. 
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(3) (Gothic saws\ sea, is ]?oth maso. and fern, j 


Singular, 

Plural. 

N. Ago, bx 

sSs, sS! 

Gen. sffis, s®, s®we 

sSwa 

Dat. ' sie, sSewe 

s®(u)m, sffiwum 

17. Secondary Paradigm. 

Z>«y, day, returns the 

original root-vowel in the plural (as explained in Part ii., § lOO). 

Sing. 

Plural, 

N. Acc. dseg 

dagas 

Gejh, dfeges 

daga 

Dat. dsege 

dagum 

Notes. (1) In the same way are declined 

hwasl, whale 

p^S, gyath 

stsef, s 

taff 

(2) Mmg, kinsman, with a long vowel, is similarly declined (see 
§ 105), but the vowel of the singular sometimes invades the plural : 

Sing. 

Plural. 

N. Ago. m»g 

magas, miegas 

Gen. mffigos 

maga 

Dat. m^ge 

magum, mSgum 

18. Secondary Paradigm. 

Bndd^ bridle, will serve as a 

model of the syncopated declension, the rule for which is given in 

§10: 


Sing. 

Plural. 

N. Arc. Iwidol 

brldlas 

Gen. bridles 

bridla 

Dat. bridle 

brldhnn 


In the same w<ay are declined all disyllabic mascxilines with 
the first syllable long and the second short. 
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INFLECTION. 


19, 20 


19. 

Secondary Paradigm.^ 

Mearh, horse (see 


Sing. 

Plural. 

N. Acc. 

mearh 

mearas 

Gen. 

m§ares 

meara 

Dat. 

meare 

mgarum 


Decline in the same way fearh, swine 5 SQolh^ seal; Wealh, 
Welshman, foreigner. 


ORDINARY DEGLBNSION.^2, NEUTERS. 

20. Primary paradigms: 

{a) Long monosyllable : word, word. 


( 6 ) 

Short „ 

: Ao/j dwelling. 


(<=) 

Disyllables 

: wUe, punishment ; ; 

Singular. 

s^/e, sieve. 

N. Acc. 

word 

hof 

wite 

sife 

Gen. 

wordes 

hofes 

wites 

sifes 

Dat. 

worde 

hofe 

Flw’ol. 

wite 

sife 

N. Acc. 

word (§ 9, 2) 

hL0fa(§9. 2) 

witu (§ 9. 4) 

sifa (§ 9. 4) 

Gen. 

worda 

hofa 

wita 

sifa 

Dat. 

wordum 

hofum 

witum 

sifiim 


Notes. (1) In deciding which paradigm a neuter noun 
follows, prefixes must he ignored : thus, hehdt, promise, is declined 
like word. 


(2) Word and hof are original neuter o-stems, xclter an original jo-stem 
(see § 33), and sife an original i-stem (see § 34). There no difference 
in inflection ; hut the -e of the nom. sing, is a trace of the original stem of 
the last two words. 

(3) For the -u of the nom. acc. plural, - 0 , -a are not infrequent: witn, 
, wita. 
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(4) The declension of geat, gate, is 


Singular. 

Plural. 

N. Ago. geat (§ 143) 

gatu 100) 

(Jen. geates 

gata 

Dat geate 

gatiim 

But we also find plural geatu, gmta, geatum, where the vowel of the singular 

has been extended to the plural. 

21. Secondary paradigm : fiet, vessel. 

Sing. 

Plural, 

N. Acc. fast (cp. § 17) 

fatu (§ 100) 

(?en. fsetes 

fata 

Dat fsete 

fatum 

Decline in the same way 

bse^, ba^/i> 

swseS, track 

dsel, dale 

treef, tent 

22. Secondary paradigm (syncopated) : lieafad, head. 

Sing. 

Plural. 

N. Acc. heafod 

heaf(o)du (§§ 9, 10) 

Gen. heafdes (§ 10) 

heafda 

Dat heafde 

heafdum 


Notes. (1) Decline in the same way disyllabic neuters 
with long first and short second syllable j cp. § 18. 

(2) Exceptions. Neuters in -en, like cllewen, ball, nieten, 
animal, mxden, maiden, where the e is not intrusive (as it is in 
heacenyfacen^ tdc^n, wBpen^ § 11), are not syncopated : gen. metenes, 
m^denes • dat. cllewme ; pi. metenU) etc. 

(3) Several neuters with intrusive vowels have two noms. plural, with 
and without -w: tungol, star, pi. tunglu and tungoli wimdor, marvel, pi. 
luundm, wmdra, and wundor\ w»p{e)n, pi. wxjg[e]nUf wS_peno, and iom;p{e]n; 
tdc[e)n, pi tdcnu and tdcen. 
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23. Secondary paradigms; feorl^ life ; feoh, money. 


Singular, 


K Acc. 

feorh 

feoh 

Gen. 

f cores (§ 13) 

feos (§13) 

Dat, 

feore 

fco 


Plural, 

N. A CO, 

feorh 


Gen. 

feora 


Dat. 

feorum 


Like 

feorhj decline Iwlh, hole, 

gen. holes ; like feoli^ decline 

pleoh^ danger. Cp. § 19. 


24. 

Secondary paradigm : 

lim^ limb. 


Sing. 

Plural, 

N. Ago. 

lim 

limn, liomu (§ 132) 

Gen. 

limes 

lima, lioma 

Daf. 

lime 

limum, lioraum 


Notes. (1) In the same way are doulinod neuters with 
i or e before a single consonant, sucli as 

clif, dif gebcd, prayer (pi gebeclii, gebeodu) 

9cip, ship geset, seat 

(2) Plurals with i or e, Umu etc., are most common j those 
with eo, due to w-mutation, decrease in frequency in later 
texts. 

25. There are traces in some OE. noutefs of stems cor- 
responding to Greek neuters in -os, Lat. -ns, -eris (y^-os, genus). 
The s appears in OE. as r. These words are divided into two 
classes: (1) those which retain the r throughout; (2) those 
which retain it in the plural only. 
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§26 

(1) Here belong dogor, day; cattle; salor, hall; sigor, victory; 

wildor, wild beast. For the most part they follow the ordinary declension, 
but occasionally an uninflected dat. sing, is met with, dogor, sigor. Plurals 
are dogor, hry^eru, wildru, etc. Forms without r a^e also found; sssl as well 
as salor, sige and sigor (this word has become masculine). 

(2) The words mg, egg, eealf, calf, and Igml, lamb, are declined alike; 
did, child, differs somewhat. 


Singular, 


N. Ago, 

cealf 

cild 

Gen, 

cealfes 

oildes 

Bat, 

cealfe 

cilde 


Plural. 


N. Ago. 

cealfru 

cild, cild(e)ru 

Gen, 

cealfra 

cilda, cildra 

Bat, 

cealfrum 

cildum 


OROINARY DECLENSION.— Z. 

FEMININES. 

26. 

Primary paradigms : 


(a) 

Short stem : gi{e)fu, gift. 



Long „ ; st5w, place. 



Singular, 


lYom, 

gi(e)fu, -0 

stow 

Acg. 

gi(e)fe 

stdwe 

Gm, 

gi(e)f 0 

stowe 

But. 

|i{e)fe 

stdwe 


Plural. 


N. Arc. 

gi(e)fa -e 

to 

Gm. 

gi(e)fa, -eiia 

etdw'a 

But. 

gi(e)fum 

stdwum 
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Notes. (1) Gi{e)fui3& short a-stem (eorrespondiiig to Latin and Greek 
a-declension^, stow; is a long wa-stem (see § 31). All long d-stems, such as 
dr, honour, Idr, lore, gld^, glove, wupd, wound, and long jd-stems {see § 33), 
such as gierd, rod, yard,' wylf, she-wolf, are declined like stow. (Note the 
mutated root-vowels of the jd-stems.) 

(2) The gen. pi. in -em was imported from the weak declension and is 
found only in the later texts. It is very rarely added to long stems, never to 
/d- or ujdjgtems. 

(3) In the sing, of short stems with root-vowel a (especially when 
followed by c), the a alternates with w (see § 100) : examples, 

sacu, strife acc. gen, dat. saee, ssece 

wracu, vengeance wrace, wrince 

(4) Final -o as a variant for -w is so common (see § 20. 3, etc.) that it 
will be omitted, for the sake of simplification, in some future paradigms. 


27. 

Secondary paradigms: 

sdwol, soul ; faen, crime : 

to illustrate the syncopation in the first (long + short) and the 
absence of syncopation in the second (short + short), according to 

§10. 

tSingnlar. 


Nom. 

sawol 

iircn 

Acc. 

sawle 

iirene 

Gen. 

sawle 

firene 

Dat. 

sawle 

firene 


Plural. 


K Acc. 

sawla, -0 

finma, -0 

Gen. 

sawla 

firoua 

Dat. 

sawlnia 

firenurn 

28. 

Secondary paradigm: mluny, sliooting, missile. 


Sing. 

Plnral. 

Nom. 

scotung 

scotunga, -e 

Acc. 

scotunga, -o 

scotunga, -e 

Gen. 

scotunga, -e 

scotunga 

Dat. 

scotunga, -o 

scotungum 
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In the same way are dedined all fern, abstracts in ~ung ; but 
those in 4ng do not take -a in the singular, and so conform to 
the ordinary declension. 


29. Secondary paradigm : str§ng^{u), strength. 



Singular 

Plural 

Nom. 

str§ngS, str§ng(5u 

str§ng'(5a, -e, strgngfiu 

Acc. 

strgngSe, str§ng5u 

j> » j> 

Gen. 

5J 5) 

str§ng(5a 

Bat 

JJ » 

str§ng(5um 


Two classes of feminine abstracts belong here. 

(а) Nouns such as 

h^l(u), health m§n(i)gu, multUncU 

ieldu, age str§ngu, strength^ 

which were originally of the weak declension (^-sterns), borrowed 

the ~u of the nom. sing, from the ordinary fern, declension, tlioji 
extended it to other cases, and dually conformed to the ordiiiai'y 
declension. 

(б) Nouns ending in -‘5(w) and -t{u) (earlier -i%), such as 

hlehci(u), height ofermcttu, arrogance 

Sffil5, happmess gTemellest, neglect, 

belonged from the first to the ordinary declension, but later 
imitated the uninflected declension of the first class. 

Notes, (1) In («) the sing, is usually indeclinable and plurals are rare. 

(2) In {h) the ordinary fern, deelonsion is more often followed, and 
plurals are more jommon, than in (a). 

(3) In V)th classes there has been i-mutatioii of root-vowels. 

(4) Tor -u final, -o is frc(iuent. 

(5) The uninfloeted strejuj'^, as well as is found in the accus. 

sing., but not in EWS, 
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30. Ea, river, and law, are declined as follows : 
^ Singular, 


N. Acc. 

Sa^ 

ie, Jew 

Gen. 

ga, ie, eas 

ie, iewe, ios 

Bat. 

ea, ie 

Plnral, 

ie, Eowe 

N. A CO. ^ 

Sa, (ean weal) 


Gen. 

6a 


Bat, 

6a(u)m, 6an 



(i) r-Stems. 

31. In the following sections attention is called to the special 
characteristics of ^d;-stems, j’-stems and t-steins of all genders, and 
paradigms are given representing all peculiarities of inflection. 

Note. The majority of OB. masc. and neuter nouns are o-stems, and 
the majority of fern, nouns d-stems. If the -o and -d were preceded by 
w or y, the stems are distinguished as wo-stems, wd-stems and yo-stoms, 
yd-stems respectively. Next in importance come the ? -stems, most of which 
passed over to the o* and d- (or “ordinary”) declensions, 

32. Paradigms : 

(a) Masc.: hearu, grove; ^eo{w)y servant. 

(b) Neuter : beahi, evil ; treoiw), tree. 

(c) Fein. : beadu^ battle ; mxd, meadow. 



Masc. 

Nent. 

Fem. 



Singular. 


Horn. 

bearu, -o 

bealu, -0 

beadu 

Acg. 

5J 

>) 

bead we 

Gen. 

bearwes 

bealw(‘3 

» 

Bat. 

bearwe 

bealw'o 

* jj 



Plural. 

# 

N. Acc. 

bearwas 

bealu, -0 

beadwa, ■ 

Gen. 

bearwa 

bealwa 

beadwa 

Bat. 

bearwum 

bealwum 

beadwum 
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Masc. 

Neut. 

Fem. 



Singnlm'. 


Nom. 

5eo(w) 

treo(w) 

mid 

Acg. 



mijed(w)e 

Gen. 

Seowes 

treowes 


Dat 

Seowe 

tr§owe, treo 




Plural. 


N, Acc. 

^eowas 

treow(u)\ treo 


Gen. 

S§owa 

treowa 


Bat. 

Seowum 

treowum 



Notes. (1) It will be seen that these words hardly differ . 
from the ordinary declensions, except in that, when there is no 
termination, the w is vocalised to u after a short vowel, and 
is sometimes dropped after a long vowel. When w is retained 
in the nom., as in hlxw, mound, the ordinary declension is 
followed throughout. 

(2) Decline like bealu scaru, art 

beadu nearu, straits 

pis. geatwa, gctawa, fiquipnmits 
fraetwa, ornaments 
treo(w) cneo(w), kmie 

niiid lies, pastwre 

(3) The broken vowel in 'beam, bealu, is carried over from tlio 
cases, where a is broken regularly before r, I •{•w. 

(4) Anjntrusive vowel is often found before w, to ease tlio [n-onuuciation : 
ess. healowes, bealewa, beaduwe, fraitetoum (see § i2). 

1 From this final -a Cosiju infers that the preceding eo in those wurds was 
short : see § 3. 
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r 

(ii) /-Stems. 

33. Paradigms : 

{a) Masc. : h§re, army ; s§cg, man. 

(6) Neuter ; rice, realm ; fxsten^ stronghold, 

(c) Fern. : halignes, holiness, sanctuary. 

F 

Masc. 


Singular. 


F. Acc. 

hgre 

s?cg 

Gen. 

hgr(i)(g)es 

sgcges 

Dat. 

li§r(i)(g)e 

s§cge 


Plural. 


F. Acc. 

ligr(i)(g)(e)as' 

s(2Cg(e)as 

Gen. 

h?r(i)g(e)a 

s§cg(e)a 

Dat. 

hgr(i)gum 

s§cg(i)um 



Neut. 

Singular. 

Fern. 

Fom. 

rice 

fsesten 

halignos 

Acc. 

jj 

5J 

halignesse 

Gen. 

rices 

f 0 esten{n)es 

halignesse 

Dat. 

rice 

f3esten^)e 

halignesse 



Plural. 


F. Acc. 

ric(i)u 

fseaten(n)u 

halignessa, -e 

Gen. 

ric(e)a 

f 0 esten(u)a 

halignessa 

Dat. 

ric(i)um 

f3esten(n)um 

hiiligopessnm 


1 Forms with g and without i ot e are common, but never the converse. 
Tims the forms of the nom. pL are }i^rigeab\ lizrlgm, h^rgeas, h^rgas, floras. 
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Notes. (1) Decline 
like s§cg 
hrycgj hack 
w§cg, wedge 
l^ce, leech 
mece, sword 


like rice 
sjycce, piece 
gefylce, troop 
gemierce, boundary 


(2) The gemination in the oblique cases of fmfen and 
halignes is found in all polysyllables (including disyllables) 
ending in -es (-is), -et, such as lleget, lightning ; in numerous 
fern, and neut. derivatives in such as Bfen (masc. and neut.), 
evening, rMen (fern.), arrangement, and all compounds of -rMen ; 
in cqndel (fern.), candle; and in dat. infinitives or gerunds, 
e.g. to heranne, -enne, to bear. 

(3) The above paradigms are grouped together because each of them 
shows some sign of the original j of the stem, (a) In h^re, g, ig, ige represent 
earlier j; (i!;) in s%cg, the doubled consonant (cg=gg) after a short vowel 
represents earlier consonant +j (gg<gj), and the mutation of the root- vowel 
was caused (and in h^re) by the j; (c) in rice and s^cg, the palatalisation of 
the original guttural of the stem, denoted by the intrusive e, i, is duo to the 
original j ; [d) in fasten and halignes, the doubling of the final consonant in 
the oblique cases is due to the same cause (see § 13). 

(4) /-stems presenting no peculiarity of inflection have already been 
declined in §§ 16, 20, 26. 

(5) Mete, meat and hyse, youtli, have passed over in the plural from iho 
i-stems to the j/-stems, as is seen by the doubled consonant; pi. 
mcUa, mettum; hynsas (as well as Itysas), 


(iii) /-Stems. 


34. Ktradigms : 

(а) Ma,sc. : wme, friend; ^ngle, Anglos, English. 

(б) Eem. ; dd-d, deed. 
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Masc. ^ 

Fem. 

e 

/Singular, 


N. Acc. 

wine f r 

d«d 

Gen. 

wines 

d«de 

Dat. 

wine 

dffide 


Plural. 


N. Acc! 

wine, -as Engle 

d^de, -i 

Gen. 

wina, wini(g)(e)a Engla 

dseda 

Dat. 

winum 

d^dum 


Notes. (1) The characteristics of this declension are the 
plurals in -e, and the unchanged acc. sing, of the feminines. 
The plural terminations -as and -a came in from the ordinary 
declensions. Later came also acc. sing of feminines in -c : dxde, 
ewene, tide, etc. 

(2) The neuter vstems do not differ in inflection from the 
ordinary declension ; see si/e § 20. 

(3) Like Jungle (i.e. without plural in -as) are declined a few 
plurals (without singulars), and names of tribes, nations etc. 
ending in -e : 


Masc. Pis. Nations, Tribes 


leode, 

people 

Miercc, Mercians 

ielde, 

men 

Seaxe, Saxons 

ielfe, 

elves 

Sumors:I*to, men oj Somerset 


etc. 


(4) Like wine— the plural in -a6' is much the more frequent — 
are declined all mascs. with short mutated vowel + single 
consonant + e (except h^re, § 33) such as 

ewide, speech hygc, mind stroke 

§ge, terror sigo, victorg f3t(jjde, place 

and abstracts in -scipe, such as freondscipe, fricuds^biip. Only 
J)§n6, Lane, has the longer form of the gen. pi. 

(5) Like dM are declined the following feminines, all with 
long root-syllables and mutated vowels : 
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rohtj pwpeTty 
b§nc, bench 
bjsen, example 
cwen, woman 
est, favour 
fierd, army 


hyd, hide 
iyft, atmosphere 
miht, might 
nied, need 
scyld, guilt 
sped, success 


tid, 

wen, expectation 
wist, 

wyrt, 


and a few less common words. 


(6) The intrusive vowel, to which attention was called in § 33. (3) as 
marking the palatalisation of the preceding g or c, is frequently found after 
those letters in all stems, verbal and adjectival as well as nominal, which 
originally ended in i or j. Thus, among t-stems, for m^ii{i)gu we find 
m^mg{e)o, and the plural of wl^ncu^ pride, is nom. gen. ipl^nc{e)(i, dat. 
iol§nc{i)uvi. Of the i-stems declined like ^oine, those whose root ends in g 
or c sometimes have e or i before a guttural vowel : hygeas, curves, sl^geas, 
strokes, etc. ; while among long f-stems, which have otherwise passed over 
to the ordinary declension, we find 

gl§ng(e)as, gen. gl§ng(e)a, ornaments st§ng(e)as, poles 

st§nc(e)as, stenches str§ng(e)as, strings 

wr§nc(e)as, dat. wr§ne(i)um, wrenches. 

(7) The only i-stems which have not a mutated root-vowel are Seaxe^ 
leode, gesceaft, creation, ge^ealit, thought, and one or two more. Seaxe was 
originally of the weak declension; hence the gen. pi. Seaxna, which has been 
imitated by Mierce, Miercna. 

(8) Woruld (fern.), world, has passed over to the f- from the w-declension, 
of which however it sometimes retains the dat. sing, in -a, icorulda. 


35. The great majority of OE. nouns belong to the fore- 
going ordinary declensions. In the following minor and weak 
declensions, lists or other indications will be given (as has been 
done already in the case of w?-stems, y-stems and i-stems) of the 
nouns that follow’ those declensions, so that in what has often been 
regarded as the difficult problem: “To what declension does a 
noun belong 'I ” ^he student has only to master the lists and 
criteria gi¥eh in the various sections and then to follow this 
rule : Ascertain the gender of the noun ; apart from any indica- 
tion to the contrary, it will follow the ordinary declension for that 
gender. 

W. 


3 
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MINOR DECLENSIONS. 

I. ^/-Sterns. 


36. Paradigms : 

(a) Short stem : sunu (m.), son. 

(b) Long stem : hgnd (f.), hand. 


Singula/r, 


K Acc. 

sunu 


hgnd 

Gen. 

suna 


hgnda 

Dat 

suna 

Plural. 

hgnda 

N. Acc. 

suna 


hgnda 

Gen. 

suna 


hgncla 

Dat 

sunum 


hgndiira 


Notes. (1) Several words liave passed over to tlie ordinary 
declension. Of short stems, wudu, wood, si[o)Lk(,y custom, darUy 
door, nosUy nose, are alone fully declined. Meoduy mead (drink), 
has dat. sing. meodiCy ~o. HeorUy sword, lagu, watei', magUy sou, 
have only nom. acc. sing. All these words are masc. except 
duTu and nosu (fern.). 

Of long stems hQnd alone is fully inilocted ; but traces of this 
declension are seen in the dats. sing, falda (field), forda (ford), 
wealda (forest), wintra and sumeray and in the occasional gen. 
sing, wintra. All these (except h<^nd) are masc. Whiter has also 
gen. wintres ; its plural is neuter, winter and winlni. 

(2) Even tlie few words given above lend to pass over to the ordinary 
declension. Magu has pi. magas even in EWS.; later we find gon. wudeHy 
dat. durey nose, pi. sunas, wndas, etc. 

(3) The -u{-o) of the short stems sometimes intrudes into the dat. 
sing, and nom. acc. pi. For the loss of final -u after a long stem see § 9. 
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5. f^-Stems. 

37. Here belong only five na?nes of relatives ending in -r: 
feeder, father, modor, mother, hrd5or, brother, sweostor^ Bister, 


dohtor, daughter. 



F. Acc. 

fseder 

Singular, 

modor 

hrolior 

Gen. 

fteder, -(e)res 

modor 

bro(5or 

Bat. 

feeder 

meder 

hreher 

F, Acc. 

fa3d(e)ras 

Flural, 

modor, modru, -a hrOi5or. brofirii 

Gen. 

fted(e)ra 

modra 

bro(5ra 

Bat. 

f£ecl(e)rum 

modrum 

brohrum 

F. Acc, 

sweostor 

Sbignlar. 

dohtor 

Gen. 

sweostor 


dohtor 

Dat, 

sweostor 


dehter, dohtor 

F. Acc. 

sweostor 

Plural. 

dohtor, clolitru, -a 

Gen. 

sweostra 


dohtra 

Bat. 

sweostrum 


dohti'um 


Notes. (1) Instead of -or we find -iir, -er, but not -or for 
-er. Other forms (mostly later) of sweodor are stvodor, siausier, 
sivijder. The gens. sing, iiieder and dehter are late. There are 
collective plurals gehro^or, ~5ru, brethren, ffesweostor, sisters. 

(2) Hitherto (Tvith the exception of § 25) we have had only strong 
vowel-stems.# The weak n-stems are placed last. Tliis and the next two 
declensions contain irregular consonant-stems. At a later stage these 
distinctions become fundamental; here simplicity and convenience have 
been chiefly consulted. 


3—2 
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6. i^Z)-Stems. 

38. ' Paradigms : freond, friend ; agenda owner. 
Singular. 


N. Acc. 

freond 


agond 

Gen. 

freondes 


agendas 

Dat. 

friend, freonde 

Plural. 

agendo 

N. Acc. 

friend, freond 

L freondas) 

agend, -de, -das 

Gen. 

freonda 


agendra 

Dat. 

freondum 


agendum 


Kotk. This class of nouns consists of present p^irticiplos, 
which have dropped the final participial -e and are used as nouns. 
Like freond is declined only feond^ enemy. Like agaid are 
declined all polysyllables ending in -oiaL Gdddoudy (good- 
doing) benefactor, has pi. gdddcibd. Dat. sing, freonde and pi. 
ageyidas are borrowed from the ordinary (hadensioii. PI. agenda 
and gen. pi. dgmdnt are borrowed from the d(‘clensiiiu of adjs. 
and particijiles (see *18). In reading i(n\ts, it is often diilicult 
to decide, from the similarity of forms, whether a word is a noun 
or a participle. 


39. 

(a) 

7. Other Stems. 

Paradigms: 

Masc. : najnyi., man ; foi, foot. 


(^) 

Feiii. : hijc, book ; 

hnuta, nut. 


K Acc. 

irion(n) 

Sing alar. 

fot 

Gen. 

monnes 


foies 

Dat. 

m9n{n) 


fet • 

N. Acc. 

m(jn(n) 

Plural. 

fei, fdtas 

Gen. 

niyima 


iota 

Dat. 

moimum 


fdtum 
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§3a 

Acg. 

Gen. 

Bat. 


F. Acg. 

Gen. 

Bat. 


boc 

Singular. 

hnutu 

bee, boce 

% 

haute 

bee 


hn/te 

bee 

Flural. 

hnyte 

boca 


hnuta 

bdeum 


hnutum 


I^OTES. (1) The second forms, i.e. those without vmutation, 
are later. 

(2) Like fot is declined tooth. 

(3) Like hoc are declined 

broc, hreeches pi. brec mils, mouse pi. m/s 

gus, goose ges turf, tarf tyi’f 

lus, louse 1/s and a few more. 

Like hnutu is studu, column. 

(4) The feras. ni{e)ht, night, and mseg{e)^, maid, cannot suffer z-mutation; 
they are therefore unchanged in the sing, and the nom. pi. M{e)htes, by 
night, is an adverbial formation. 

(5) The mascs. h8ik% hero, and viona% mouth, follow the ordinary 
declension m the sing., e.g. dat. nidii^e; in the pi. they have both 
muna^ and Jusle'Sas, mdn{e)'^as. 

(6) The declension of the ferns, burg, walled town, cm, cow, and of the 
neuters ealu, ale, serM^ dress, is best given in full (as far as the forms are 


found) : 


Singular. 



F. Acc. 

burg 

cu 

ealu 

scrud 

Gen. 

byr(i)s, burge 

cu(e), cy, cus 

(e)alo?J, -aS 


Bat 

burge 

cy 

(c)alo?i, 

scr/d 



riiiral 



F. Acc. 

byr(i)g, burge, -a 

■ cy(e) 


scrud 

Gen. 

burga 

cua, cCiiia, cyiia 

ealc'Sa 

scruda 

Bat 

bm'gum 

cu(u)m 
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11. WEAK NOUNS. 

" (vi-stems) 


40. Paradigms: 

(a) ]\Iasc. : (jiuua, man ; (jr/ea, joy. 
{by Fern.: lieart. 

{c) Neuter : cage, eye. 



Masc. 

Singular. 

Fern. 

Neut. 

Nom. 

gum a 

gefca 

heorte 

Sage 

Acg. 

gumaii 

gefcan 

lieortan 

cage 

Gen. 

guman 

gefean 

iieortan 

eagau 

Dai. 

guman 

gefcan 

heortan 

Sagan 



Plural. 



N. Acc. 

guman 

gefcan 

lieortan 

Sagan 

Gen. 

giimena 

gefeana 

hcoricna 

eag(e)na 

Dat. 

snimiuu 

£;efca(iOm 

heortum 

Sagum 


Notes. (1) Like g}ma are declined all masculines in -a 
(except frea, wm and m). 

(2) Like gefea are declined 


Mascs. 


Ferns. 

frSa, lord gen 

. frcan 

bco, bee gen. bOc 

wca, woe 

wean 

ta, toe tai: 

ra, roe 

ran 


leo, lion 

Icon 


twSo, doiLht 

twcon 


pL Swoon, Swedes 

SwGona {dat. 

Swcom) 

(3) Like heoQie are declined 


!cln lease, aims 

fieinne, virgin 

n aid re, adder 

cilice, church 

liearpe, harp 

sutinc, swn 

cweiie, woman 

hliifdige, lady 

tunge, tongue 

eorSe, earth 

miere, mare 

wice, week 
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and several others ; also a few short-stemmed feminines in -u, 
such as 

peru, pear tSrotU; ^/iroai 

spaduj spade wucu, week. 

(3) Like ea^e is declined only eare, ear. 

(4) The endings -on for -an, and -ona, -ana for -ena, are not uncommon. 
The e of the gen. pi. may he syncopated in tung{e)na, ear{e)na, and i{i names 
of peoples after a long root-syllable : Frgncna, Lgngheardna, etc. 

(5) Of common gender are 

cuma, guest gemsecca, mate 

geb^dda, bedfellow ger^sta, spouse 

Eastro7i, Easter (fern. pL), is usually indeclinable. 


ADJECTIVES. 

41. Nearly all OE. adjectives (including participles) have 
both a Strong (Indefinite) and a Weak (Definite) form : strong 
god, weak goda, which follow the strong and the weak declension 
respectively. 

The weak form of the adjective is used 

(а) after the definite article and demonstrative adjs.; 

(б) after a possessive adj.; 

(c) in the vocative ; 

(d) frequently in poetry where the strong form would be 
used in prose. 

The following adjs. have only one form. 

(i) Always strong : an, one, d^er, second, dgen, own, hwilc, 
which, sivilc, su^h, and the possessive adjs. min, ‘Sin, uncer, mcer, 
ure, cower. 

(ii) Always weak: ana, alone, ilea, same- all ordinals 
except dGer ; all comparatives ; hiudenia, hindmost. Superlatives 
have both strong and weak forms; but as they are usually 
preceded by the definite article, strong forms are not common. 
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STEONG DECLENSION. 

42. ^Endings. — The strong and weak declensions of adjs. 
were originally identical with those of strong and weak nouns, 
but the strong declension has, in several cases, assimilated to 
the pronominal declension. This will be seen by the following 
scheme of terminations, in which the distinctively pronominal 
endings are printed in black type, the others in italic. 



Masc. 


Neut. 

Fern. 




Singular. 


Nom. 





Acc. 

-ne 



-e 

Gen. 


-eg 


-re 

Dat. 


-Tim 


-re 

Instr. 


-e 

Flural. 


N. Acc. 

■e 


(-») 

•a, 

Gen. 



-ra 


Dat 



-um 



Notes. (1) It should be carefully noted: {a) that the 
dat. sing, masc, and neuter, as well as the dat. pL, ends in ~umi 
(b) that there is an instrumental case in the masc. and neuter 
sing, distinct from the dat. ; (c) that a form in -c must not 
be assumed to be a plural ; it may be an acc. fern, sing., or an 
instr. sing. 

(2) The rule for the final -u of the iiom. fcin. sing, and iieut. 
pi. is the same as in nouns (see §?5 9, 13). 

(3) T1i 6 following variants are found : 

(a) for the -u of the nom. fern. sing, occasionally -o ; 

(b) for the -u of the ncut. pi. somolimes -a, -a ; 

(c) for -u?!! (sing, and pi.) occasionally -on, -an. 

{d) -ere for -re appears in EWS. in snm{e)r<>, hwelcere, mlcm ; In late 
tests -ere for -re and -era for -ra become the regular endings. 
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((?) Long-stemmed (therefore uninflectecl) neiit. pis. sometimes borrow 
the -e of the masc. pi. even in EWS. : exs. eaJle, Ignge. 

(/) In LWS. the assimilation of terminations becomes more marked: 
-e tends to become universal in the iiom.*pL by repkeing the -u of the short- 
stemmed neuters and ousting the -a of the ferns.; and, similarly, the nom. 
sing, attains one form fur all genders by the dropping of the -u of short- 
stemmed ferns. 

43. Primary paradigms : 

{a) Long monosyllable ; god, good. 

(6) Short monosyllable ; til, useful. 

(c) Polysyllables : grene, green ; kalig, holy. 


Masc. 


Neut. 

Fern. 



Singular. 


iVb/Ji. god 


god 

god 

Acc. godne 


gSd 

gode 

Gen. 

godes 


godre 

Gat. 

gudum 


godre 

Jnstr. 

gode 

Plural. 


N. Acc. gode 


god 

goda, -0 

Gen. 


goclra 


Dat. 


godum 




Singular. 


Nom. til 


til 

tilu (§ fl) 

Acc. tilnc 


til 

tile 

Gen. 

tiles 


til re 

Gat. 

tilum 


tilre 

Lisir. 

tile 



O 

% 


Plural. 


N. Acc. tile 


tilu 9) 

til a, -0 








Gen. 


tilra 


Gat. 


tilum 
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Masc. 


Neuf. 

Fern. 



Singular. 


Norn, grene 


gi'cne 

gvenu (§ 9) 

Acc. greiine 


grciio 

grene 

Gm. 

grenes 


grenre 

Dat. 

grenum 


greiire 

Instr. 

grene 

Plural. 


N. Acc. grene 


gromi (§ 9) 

grena, -e 

Gen. 


grenra 


Dak 


grenum 




Singular. 


Fom. halig 


hfilig 

hra(i)gu 

Acc. haligne 


halig 

halge 

Gen. 

halges 


Inlligre 

Dat. 

hiilgum 


haligre 

Instr. 

halge 

Plural. 


F. Acc. halge 


lial(i)gn 

lialga, -e 





Gen. 


hfiligra 


Dai. 


hrdgiim 



ISTotjes. (1) Adjs. ending in a double consonant— w bother 
the double consonant be original, as in all, (jriini^m), grim, 
or < earlier consonant +y (yo-stems), as in nytit)^ useful —simplify 
the gemmate when final (as a rule) and before a tonnination 
beginning with a consonant: exs, gon. maso, yrimmem, 
acc. masc. grimm^ nyine. Uufc original ll may remain : 
eal{l}re. 

(2) Like grene are declined all adjectives ending in -e 
(original y-stems and vstoms). 
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(3) Final -n (see § 9). •The almost universal rule for adjs. 

is, that final -u is retained except in long monosyllables and in 
disyllables of two short syllables (Ihort + sliert). Even where in 
the pi. of neuter nouns it would be dropped, viz. after long 4 - long, 
it is retained in adjs., e.g. m^nnism. Accordingly we find fern, 
sing, and neut. pL ld{e)lu, dg{e)nu, o^(e)rUf eow[e)ru ; but 
h§figi micel, mgnig (short + short). t 

Later, however, this distinction was lost and each class borrowed the 
fornas of the other, so that we find on the one hand fern. sing, and neut. pi. 
dgen, lower, Udlig, lytel, and on the other miclu, mgiiegu. 

(4) Syncope. The rule laid down in § 10 holds good, i.e. 
syncope of the e, i, o, of the suffixes, -el, -ol, -er, -or, -ig, before a 
termination beginning with a vowel, is nornoal after a long root- 
syllable, exceptional after a short. Exceptions are not numerous. 
Micel always syncopates; yfel more often than not; adjs. of 
material in -en, such as gylden, golden, never (cp. § 22. 2). 


(5) It will be seen that the four primary paradigms are 
practically identical, except as regards final -u and syncope. 
Ptules (3) and (4) just given afford sufficient help for the settle- 
ment of these two questions in EWS., and when they are 
settled, any OE. adj. can be declined by means of the table of 
endings alone (§ 42). 


(6) Slight liberties are sometimes tahen with strictly grammatical forms 
in order to render them easier of pronunciation. Thus if two ns come together 
after another consonant in the acc. masc. sing. , the second n is apt to be 
dropped: 

Nom. Acc. Masc, Sing. 


ffficue, treacherous 
isern, iron 
sutierne, southern 


ficne 

Isern(n)e 

su'berne 


Again, a final -71?, -re, is apt to become -en, -er, before a termination 
beginning wiih a consonant; frecne, dangerous, acc. masc. sing. frSc{en)ne ; 
glfre, greedy, gen. pi. gljerra. 

(7) Two masc. pi. forms, niijnega and feaioa (few), are found with 
occasional -a for -e, apparently borrowed from fela (indecl), many. 

(8) The pi. ad}.feaioe {-a),Jta, few, has feawuin, 
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44. Secondary paradigm: .qhvd, glad 


^■Masc. 


Neut. 

Fern. 



Singular. 


Norn. glffid 


gl.od 

gladu 

4cc. gliedne 


ghed 

glade 

Gen. 

glades 


ghedre 

Bat. ^ 

gladum 


glasdrc 

Imtr, 

glade 

Plural. 


N. Acc. glade 


gladu 

glad a, 

Gen. 


gla 2 dra 


Bat. 


gladum 



Note. In the same way arc dGclined hwcjet, brisk, UxCy black, 
and all similar ndjs. Cp. 17, 21 ; but observe that hero original a 
(§ 100) remains before every torinination beginning with a vowel. 


45. 

Secondary paradigm: gearu, ready. 



Masc. 

Neut. 

Fern. 



Singular. 


Nom. 

gearu, -o 

gcarn, -o 

gearu, -o 

Acc. 

gearone 

goal'll, -0 

gc‘arwG 

Gen. 


gcarwes 

gcjii'ore 

Bat. 


gcarwum 


Instf. 


gearwe 




Plural. 


N. Acc. 

gearwe 

gearu, -o 

jxcarwa, - 



— 


Gen. 


gearora 


Bat. 


gcarwum 



Notes. (1) .Like ejearn, a ?<j(wo)~stcin, are (h'.clined 
fallow, nearn, narrow, gcohi^ y(‘llo\v, and a h-.w l(?.s.s coiniiiun 
words. It will be seen tliat lo is vocalised to o or ?6 when iinal 
and before a termination beginning with a consonant. 



ADJECTIVES, 


46, 47 

(2) An intrusive o, u, e, is frequently found between r and lo : gearowes, 
gearmoe, gearewimi. Occasional for£is are gcarre, gearra, for gearore, gearora. 


46. Secondary paradigm high. 



Masc. 

Neut. 

Fern. 



JSingidar. 


Nom. 

heah 

heah 

heah 

Acc. 

hean{n)e (heahne) 

heah 

hea 

Gen. 

heas 


hear(r)e 

Bat. 

hea{u)m 

, iieagum 

hear(r)e 

Insir. 

hea 

Plural. 


.A. 

hea 

hea(h) 

hea 

Gen. 


hear(r)a 


Bat. 


hea(u)ni, heagum 



Kote. iT-stems follow the rules laid down in § 13 (q. v.). 
Thus hreoh^ rough, makes hreos, hreone, hreora, hreo{u)m, etc. ; 
took, crooked, wos, wd{u)m, etc. When the h follows a liquid, 
the preceding vowel is lengthened in compensation for its loss : 
^tveurh, perverse, ^iveores, ^tveorum, etc. 

WEAK DECLENSION. 


47. Paradigm : goda, good. 


Noni. 

Acc. 

Masc. 

goda 

godan 

Neut. 

Singular. 

gode 

gode 

Fern. 

gode 

godan 

Gan. 


godan 


Bat 


godan 




Plural. 


K. Acc. 


godan 


Gen. 


godra (-ena) 


Bat 


goduiii, -an 
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INFLECTION. 


§48 


Notes, (1) Variants. It will be seen that the weak declensions of 
adjs. and noims are identical, except in the gen. pi., where weak adjs. usually 
borrow the^strong ending -ra. In the dat. pi. -an for -uvi is frequent. In 
all cases ending in -an, an occasioncl -on is found. 

(2) Syncopated and unsyncopated forms frequently alternate. Syncope is 
more often admissible than in the strong declension; e.g. adjs. of material 
in -eii may syncopate their weak forms, as in dat. pi. gylilmm. 


(3) ^H-stems contract, etc., much as in the strong declension: 
Strong. Weah. 

heah, Ugh hea, bean, etc. 

woh, crooked wo, won, wona, eto, 

tiweorh, perverse ^wcora, -e, etc. 


DECLENSION OF PARTICIPLES. 

48. Present participles terniinato in -ende, with the 
exception of those of contracted and some anomalous verbs, which 
end ill -nde: dgende, drincende, gie/eiide, wesende\ ieonde^ slemde, 
fonde^ heonde^ gCmde. They are declined both strong and weak. 
The strong declension is identical with that of grene (like grene, 
the pres. part, is ayo-stera). 

Paradigm : scinende, shining. 


Masc. 

Neut. 

Singular. 

Fem. 

Nom, scinende 

scinende 

scinendu 

Acc. scinendne 

scinende 

scinende 

Gen. 

scinendes 

scinendre 

Dat, 

scinendum 

scinendro 

Instr. 

scinende 



Plural. 

- 

F. Acc. scinende 

sclnondu 





Gen. 

sciiiendra 


Dat, 

scTncnduin 




COMPARISON. 


§§ 49, 50 

Notes. (1) When used predicatively, nninflected forms are 
,not infrequent, e.g. sclnende idr scimndne, acc. masc. sing. 

(2) The weak declension follows that of gdda (§ 47) : 
semenda, -e, -e. 

49. Past participles of strong verbs terminate in -en, of 
weak verbs in -(is)d, -od. They are declined like ordinary 
adjectives, both strong and weak. 

Pinal -Ti is irregular. It is more frequent after long roots 
than after short : neut. pis. gefqngrm^ gereafodu ; getrymedu. 
Past parts, in the predicate (i.e. when not used attributively) 
rarely take -u ; indeed fern, and neut. pis. in that position usually 
take the masc. ending -e. 

Syncope of e, in -en, -ed, before a vowel, is avoided after 
short root-syllables. After long root-syllables syncope is optional; 
but it is frequent in the weak declension, and in past parts, in 
-ed, both strong and weak forms, it is the rule : pis. gecorene, 
gehund{e)ne, gefQng{e)ne, ^worpnan, genqmn{e)de^ bedside, o^fs^ste. 
Syncope of the o in -od does not take place. 

COMPAEISON. 

I. Adjectives. 

50. The comparative of OE. adjs. is formed by adding -ra 
(earlier -ora) to the positive, and the superlative by adding ■ost[a). 
Final -e is dropped before these endings. 


Pos. 

Compar. 

Superl. 

heard, hard 

heardra 

heardost(a) 

halig, holy 

lialigra 

hal(i)gost(a) 

nyt(t), umful 

nyttra 

nyttost(a) 

rice,^cA 

ricra 

ricost(a) 

mme, famous 

mserra 

m^rost(a) 

f seger, fair 

fsegerra 

f8eg(e)rost(a) 

gearu, ready 

gear(o)ra 

gearwost(a) 



48 INFLECTION. | 50 

Adjectives with root- vowel ^ retain the original a (see § 100) 
before the guttural vowel of tlie su{)erlative ending : 


Pos. Comfar. 

ghed, glad glsedra 

hwtet, active hwjetra 

sin ad, small smjelra 


Superl. 

gladost(a) 

hwatost(a) 

sma]ost(a) + sm£elst(a) 


There is a second mode of comparison, in which the prehistoric 
endings -ira, -ist (OE. -m, -esi), caused i-mutation of the root- 


vowel. This mode was followed by a 
number of OE. adjectives : 

comparatively small 

brad, hfoad 

briedra (bradra) 

(bradost(a)) 

eald, old 

ieldra 

ieldest(a) 

ea'iSe, easy 

iebra 

ie^est(a) 

feorr, far 

fierra 

fierrest(a) 

geong, young 

giengra 

giengest(a) 

great, great 

grietra 

grietest(a) 

heah, high hier(r)a 

(hiehra, hcabra) 

hlehst(a) (lieahst(a)) 

lyng, long 

l^ngra 

l^ngest(a) 

neah, near 

near{r)a 

mGhst(a) 

sceort, short 

sciertra 

scicrtest(a) 

string, strong 

strgngra 

str§ngest(a) 


Notes. (1) All comparatives are declined weak ; the strong 
form in -or is used for comparative adverbs. Superlatives have 
both strong and week forms, ~ostj -est^ -oskt, -esia; but the weak 
form, being used after all demonstratives, is by far the commoner j 
inflected strong forms are very rare. 

(2) Mutated superlatives (above) end in -est, the rest in -o.st; but the 
former sometimes take -ost, and the latter -est, cspeciaily before a guttural 
\oviel : fmgrestum. For -ost are found -ast, -ust: iB'Selast, loisust. 

(3) The gen. pL of comparatives usually ends in -ena^ but there also 
occur such (strong) gen. pis. as gearra for gearmia, uter{T)a^ fittm, for 
utenma. 
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COMPARISON. 


51. Irregular Comparison. 

{a) Four adjs. have comparatives and superlative^ with a 
ditPereiit root from that of the positke : • 


Pos. 

Compar. 

Super! 

god, good 

|'bgt(e)ra 

bgt(e)st 

fselra, sella 

selest • 

yfel, bad, evil 

wiersa 

wierrest, wiersta 

micel, great 

mara 

m^st 

lytel, little 

lEssa 

l8es(es)t 


(b) From the adv. ser, before, are formed the comparative 
and superlative adjectives ^r[r)a, Brest. 

(c) Superlatives in -mest. The super!, suffix ~ma is found 
only in format first, hindema, hindmost ; but combined with the 
further suffix -est, it is seen in a number of superlatives, which 
are etymologically double superlatives. They are mostly without 
corresponding positive adjs. The comparative usually ends 
in -err a. 


Pos. 

Compar. 

Super!. 

(nor?^, northwards) 

noi'tferra, nyrf5ra 

norSmest 

(suS, southwards) 

sut’erra, sySerra 


(east, eastwards) 

easterra 

€ast(e)mest 

(west, westwards) 

westerra 

west(e)mest 

mid(d), middle 


mid(e)me8t 

(fore, before) 


forma, fyrmest, fyr(e)st 

(fortJ, forth) 

furSra 


(setter, after) 

0 eft(er)ra 

aeftemest 

(ufan, above) 

yferra, uferra 

yfemest, ufemest (ymest) 

(iirCau, below) 

ni'Serra 

ni'Semest 

(inne, within) ^ 

innerra 

innemest 

(ate, without) 

perra, Utenu 

yt(e)mest, Utemest 

Imt, late * 

Imtra 

leetemest, Isetest 

(srcS, late, adv.) 

Bito 

6ib'(e}mest, ait’est 


W. 
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II Adrerbs. 

52. As a rule, only adv^erbs formed from adjectiyes can bo 
compared. The comparative is formed by adding -or, the super- 
lative by adding -ost, to the positive adv., after cutting off final 
-e. Thus the strong forms of comparative and superlative adjs. 
are used as compar. and super!, advs. 


Pos. 

Compar. 

Super!. 

hearde, hard 

heardor 

heardost 

deope, deeply 

deopor 

deopost 

f8este,/asi 

fsestor 

fsestost 

gear(w)e, well 

gear(w)or 

gear(w)ost 

The comparative in -or is never used as an 

adjective. 

53. Irregular Comparison. 


(a) It will have been noticed that the place of the positive 

of most of the words compared in § 51 was 

supplied by an adverb. 

Several of these advs. have compars. in -or- 

— 7ior't)or, su^or, /itrtior, 

ufoi\ ni^oVj innor, utor- 

-and the super!, adjs. are equally used as 

advs. 



(5) The following 

have monosyllabic comparatives, alinosi 

all with mutated root-vowels: 


wel, well 

fbgt 

bgt(o)st 

isel 

selest 

yfie, ill 

wiers 

wierrest 

lyt(el), little 

laes 

list 

micle, much 

ma, mm 

mist 

feorr, /ar 

fieri- 

fierrest 

neah, nigh 

near, nyr 

nlehst 

ier, hefm'e 

ffir, iiror 

iyost, ir(e)st 

sit), late 

siS, si'Cfor 

sit)(o)m,est, si5'ost 

l^nge, long 

leng 

longest 

caSe, easily 

Io5 

eahost 

sdfte, softly 

seft 

softest 



NUMERALS. 
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NUIkfERALS. 


54. 

The OE. numerals are as follows : 


Cardinal 

Ordinal 

1 

an 

forma, 8erest(a), fyrmest(j 



fyr(e)st(a) 

2 

twegen, twa, tu 

oSer, sefterra 

3 

Srie, (5reo 

Sridda 

4 

feower 

feorSa 

5 

fif 

fifta 

6 

siex 

siexta 

7 

seofon 

seofoSa 

8 

eahta 

eahtoSa 

9 

nigon 

nigoSa 

10 

tien 

teo5a 

11 

§n(d)lefan 

§ii(d)lefta 

12 

tw§l£ 

twglfta 

13 

?5iitlene, Sreotlene 

t)reofceo?ia 

14 

feowertiene 

feowerteoSa 

15 

fiftiene 

fi£teo?5a 

16 

siextiene 

siexteoSa 

17 

seofontiene 

seofonteo^Ja 

18 

eahtatiene 

eahtateo^a 

19 

nigontlene 

nigonteoSa 

20 

twentig 

twentigoSa 

21 

an Qnd twentig 

an gnd twentigo?Ja 

30 

Sritig 

tirltigoSa 

40 

fcowcrtig 

£eowertigO(5a 

50 

fiftig 

fiftigotSa 

60 

siextig • 

siextigoSa 

70 

hu#.dseofontig 

hundseofontigoSa 

80 

hundealitatig 

hundeahtatigo^a 

90 

hundnigontig 

hundnigontigo'Sa 

100 

hundteontig, hund, hundred hundteontigolJa 


4—2 
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101 

an hund Qnd an 

an Qnd hundteontigoGa 

110 

hund§ndlefantig 

' hundcndlefantigoGa 

120 

hundtwglftig 

hundtwglftigoGa 

200 

tu (twa) hund 


300 

Greo hund 


1000 

(an) Gusend 



N;pTES. (1) The ordinals follow the weak declension, with the 
exception of oGer, which is always strong, and xrest{a),fyT7)iest{a\ 
fyrest{a), which are both strong and weak (like other superlatives). 

(2) OE. has numerals like German anderthalb (second half), 
one and a half, vierthalb (fourth half), three and a half, etc. 
Thus we find feor'^e heal/ hund sci 2 )a, 350 ships ; fifte Imlf 
hund - 450 ; oGer healj hund =1^0, 

(3) Slight variations in the endings are met with, such as -c‘Sa for oGa 
in ealite'^a, eighth ; -tiogo^a, -teog'^a^ -tco''Sa for -tigo^a. 

(4) The formation of the numerals 70, 80, 90, 100, 110, 120, has not 
been satisfactorily explaiued. 

(5) There are no ordinals for 200 and upwards. 

55. Declension of Cardinals. 

(a) An, one, is declined as follows; 



Masc. 

Neut. 

Fern. 

Mm. 

an 

an 

an 

Acg. 

aime, icnne 

an 

ane 

Gen. 

aiics 


aiiro 

Dat. 

anum 


aiiro 

Instr. 

ane, ulno 




Notes. (1) Plural forms (like those of god, § 43) arc rare, but the 
gen. pi. occurs in the phrase Cmra gehwilc, each one, 

(2) The weak form ana means “alone.” 

(5) Twegen, two. 

N. Aco. twegen til, twii twa 

twGg(e)a, twOgra 
twium, twam 



§ . NUMERALS. 53 


With this cp. the declension of he^en, both: 


Masc. 

N. Acc begen 

Neut. 

ba » 

Fem. * 

• ba 

Gen. 

Dat 

bGg(r)a 
bffim, bam 


Note. (3) Here there is some tendency to confusion of genders. 
The fern, form twa is used for the neuter. Ba and twa are often 
conjoined, and then ha twa is masc. and fern., and hi tu (also in one 
word) neuter. 

(c) Brie, three. 



N. Acc. tJrle 

SrSo 

iJrco 

Gen. 

Dat 

iSrSora 

S'rim 



(d) 4 to 19 are indeclinable when used as acljs, (i.e. with a 
noun) ; they are declined like Jungle (§ 34), -a, -urn, when used 
absolutely. Exs, ; 

feowera sum, owe of four, i.e. with three others; 

Sara tw§lf heahWera, of the Umhe patriarchs. 

(e) 20 to 120 (multiples of ten only) were originally neuter 
nouns^ governing a gen., but are also used as adjs. They are 
sometimes iminflected, sometimes have a gen. in es, but most 
commonly have gen. in -ra, -a, dat. in -um. Exs. : 

huiidseofontig mila, 70 miles’, 

eahta gnd feowertiges §lna Igng, 48 ells long’, 

sefter Sritigra daga faece, after the space of 30 days ; 

ffifter siextegum daga, afUr 60 days’, 

britigum nihtujn ier, 30 days hfore. 

(/) Humd, hundred, is usually uninflected, but in EWS. 
has a dat. (= dat. pi.) in -e ; in either case it usually governs a gen. : 

fiftlene hund busend ragnna, 1,500,000 men; 
mid feower hunde scipa, with 400 ships. 
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§56 

{g) Dusend, thousand, has the inflections of a neuter noim^ 
gen. ^mti7ides, pi. 'MseQid, -w, -o, gnn. -a (-r«), clat. -um ; it is also 
uninflected : n '' 

fela '(iusenda {gen. pi.) ofsUngonra, 7nany thousanch of slain ; 
Suscncl inonna bigleofa, the food of a thousand men. 

(/^ In compound numbers, both cardinal and ordinal, 
the smaller numerals reniain uninflected : 

Sara twa nmi twcntigra mvniia, of those iioenty-Uno men; 
fcower hunde wintrura k feower & siextigum {dat.), 4G4 years-, 
on Sajm an ynd SritigoSan psalme, in the ^Ist psalm ; 

but exceptionally (possibly by attraction) : 

on Cinm twiiin (^nd on feowerteogiian geare, ioi the 4:2nd year. 


PRONOUNS AND AUJEOTIVE-PRONOUNS. 


I. PEllSONAL'. 


56. 

First Person, ie, 

I ; Second Person, 

‘bh?, thou. 


Smg. 

Dual. 

rinml. 

Nom. 

ie 

wit 

we 

Ace. 

mec, mo 

Illicit, unc 

usic, fi.s 

Gen. 

min 

uncer 

iiser, firo 

Dat. 

me 

unc 

us 

Nom. 

8u 

gi* 

ge 

Acc. 

'bee, 'be 

incit, inc 

eowic, eow 

Gen. 

bin 

inciu’ 

eo\v(T 

Dat. 

be 

iiic 

r 


Note. (1) The ac(!nsatives b’er, nneih inmf, tlste, eotrie, 
are ea,rly or })(R'tic;al. 


^ He, lilo, hit, i.s properly a domon^trativc prommu of the IJrd porsini, 
being used to indicate (hiitgn and jn’i-somi alike. 



PRONOOTS. 
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§ 57 . 

Third Person, he (m.), he, j heo (f.), she, it hit (n.), it- 



Masc. 


Neut. 

Fern. 




Singular. 


Nom. 

hg 


hit 

heo (hie) 

Acc. 

hi(e)ne 


hit 

hie (heo) 

Gen. 


his 


Mere 

Dat 


him 

Plural. 

hiere 

N. Acc. 



hie (heo), they 


Gen. 



hiera, heora 


Dai 



him 



Notb. (2) There are numerous alternative forms with which the 
above and the following declensions might be cumbered and obscured. 
Generally it may be said, that i maybe found for ze, and zb, io for eo, eo^ 
and io for z followed in the next syllable by a guttural vowel ; later i, 
y, for ie (short and long) is universal, and z and y interchange pretty 
freely. See Part 11. Special LWS. forms are nom. pi hig^ dat. pL 
heom (to distinguish from the sing,). 


II REFLEXIVE. 

57. The possessive sin, his, her, its, is the only relic of a 
reflexive pronoun in OE. The personal pronouns of all persons 
are used reflexively, both with and without self, which is declined 
like a strong adj.: ic self, selfne, him selfum, ure selfra, eow 
selfum, etc. Sometimes self appears to be uninflected, when it 
really agree.s with the subject, not with the pron. with which it is 
conjoined : Godfdresceawa^ him selfM offrunge, God [himjself will 
provide for 4iim[sel£] the offering. The weak form selfa is also 
found : God selfa; but, except in the nom. sing, masc., it usually 
occurs after the def. art. in the sense of se ilea, the same. 
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lit POSSESSIVE (Adjectives). 

n 

58. The genitive cases of the personal prons. are used as 
possessive adjs.: mm, Sin, micer, incer, ure (user), eower, 
are fully wjlecied according to the strong declension; Ms, 
Merely Mera, are indedinohle^ and may therefore be parsed, at 
will, as indeclinable poss. adjs., or as personal prons. in the gen. 
case. 


Paradigm: ure, our 



Masc. 


Nent. 

Fern. 




Singular. 


iVbm. 

lire 


Ure 

fro {not f ru) 

Acc, 

firne 


fre 

ure 

Gen, 


fires 


fr(r)e 

Dat, 


frum 


fr(r)o 

Instr. 


fre 

Plural. 


N. A CO, 



fro 


Gen. 



fr(r)a 


Dat. 



iirum 



Notes. (1) Eower^ your, syncopates the e heforc a vowel, and 
may even contract iowerre^ eowerra^ to move^ eowra. Its nom. pi. nout. 
is eowru. 

(2) User=zure, our, assimilates sr to ss in the syncopated forms: dat. 
ussum = unmi. 

(3) Sin, his, her, its, is poetic. 

(4) Ure and eoioer, when they are gen. pis. of the pcronal pronouns 
and not possessive adjectives, arc apt to bo attracted int(.) agreement 
with the following word, on which in reality they depend: coimi ^elfra 
onweald— Eower selfra onweald, rule over yourselves j um ndnes=^ure ndmis, 
of none of us. 



PEONOTJNS- 
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IV. DEliJONSTRATIYE. 
59- (a) Se, seo, Saet, the, that. 



Masc. 

Neut. 

Fern. 



Singular. 


Fom, 

s§ 

hset 

seo 

Ago. 

5one 

Saet 

5a 

Gen. 


(5868 

5 ire 

Dat. 


(Ssem (5am) 

Sire 

Instr. 


(5on) 




Plv/ral 


F. Ago. 


5a 


Gen. 


Sara (Sira) 


Dat. 


5sem (5am) 



Note. The instrumental ^on is almost always neuter, being used chiefly 
either with adverbial force, as in "Son im, the more, or in adverbial phrases, 
for 'iSon, on that account, to i$on, to that extent, etc., or in compound con- 
junctions, Sr '^on ^e, before, etc. The other forms in parentheses are later. 


(b) Des, Seos, 5is, this. 



Masc. 

Neut. 

Fern. 



Singular. 


Fom. 

5es 

5is 

Sees 

Acg. 

5isne 

Sis 

Sas 

Gen. 

5is(s)es 


Sisse 

Dat. 

5is(s)um 

Sisse 

Instr. 

5js 

Plv/ral. 


F. Acg. 


Sas 


Gen. 


Sissa 


Dat. 


5is(s)um 



Note. This ad] -pron. is compounded of the demonstrative s5 (North, i 
and the particle -ne - behold. 
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V. RELA'J^IVE. 

f 

60. The place of a relative pronoun, which OE. lacks, is 
supplied in four ways : 

(a) By the demonstrative se, seo, "Sxt, used as a relative of 
the 3rd person. Ex. : an oestel, se bi(5 on fifteguni mancessa, a 
hoohncf^k, which shall he worth fifty half crowns. 

(b) By se, seo, immediately followed by the particle Se ; 
se Se, seo Se, ^set Se {^sette) — 3rd person only. Ex. : suma bee, Sa 
Se niedbeSearfosta sien, some hooks, which may he most necessary. 

Note. (1) If se etc., is separated from Se, it is to be regarded as the 
antecedent, not as part of the relative; we also find se (antec.),.,se Se (rel.). 

(c) By the particle Se alone— all persons. Ex. ; wisdom Se 
Se God sealde, wisdom which God gam thee. 

(d) By the particle Se followed by a personal pronoun of any 
person: Se ic, (I) who; Se S/2 (thou) who; Se hine, whom, Ex.: 
nis nu cwicra nan, Se ic him modsefan minne durre aseegan, there 
is now no one of the living to tohoni I dare unburden my heart. 

Note. (2) Other words, as in the above ex., may intervene between iSe 
and the following personal pronoun, especially in the genitive of the 3rd 
person: ^e...h'is, ^e...hiere, ''Se..Jiiera, whosa 

YI. INTERROGATIVR 


61. Hwa, hwset, who 1 what ? 



Masc. 


Neut. 

Norn. 

hwa 


hwait 

Acc. 

hwone 


hwict 

Gen. 


hwais 


Dat. 


hwiem, hwam 


Instr. 


hwy (hwon) 



Notes. (1) Ihud, Imnct, like harder (wlncdi of tw^) and hwllc 
(which), is ail interrogative (both direct and indiriud.) and in- 
definite pronoun, but not a relative', pronoun. 

(2) Tho instrumental hwon {ep. is only used in adveihiai phrases, 
such as /or Imon, to hwon, why. 
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Vir. INDEFINITE. 

• • 

62. Hwa, hwset, someone, something, hw^Ser, one of two, 
and liwilc (Invelc, hwylc), any(one), are used as indehnito 
pronouns in interrogative and negative sentences. They may all 
three be compounded with a-, ge~, and d + ge {< gi) > «o that 
we get the following sclieme of indefinite pronouns : 



hwa 

hwieSer 

hwilc 

a- 

ahwa, 

ahwieher, 

ahwilc, 


anyone 

one of two 

whatsoever 

ge- 

gehwa. 

gehwse^er, 

gehwilc, 


each one 

both 

each 

^g. 

seghwa, 

ffighwmeier, 

cegliwilc, 


each one 

either, each 

each. 


These, together with 

awiht, aught, anything swelc, such 

^Ic, each swa hwa swa, ivhoever 

ffinig, any swa hwilc swa, tuhiclu 

are the most important indef. prons. in OE. 

Notes. (1) The declension of hwa is given in § 61. All 
the other words mentioned above (except dwlht, -es, -e) aro 
declined like strong adjs. 

(2) Jlicd and its compounds and awiht are substantive 
pronouns ; the others ar'e adj.-prons., i.e. may be used either as 
prons. or in agreement with a noun. 

(3) To several of the above words n can be prefixed, and 
thus the corresponding negative word is obtained : nwnig, nan, 
none, ndwiht, nauglit, ndhvwSer, neither. 

(4) Some of the above words have forms and contractions (hat 

differ from one another very considerably. Thus wghoAr > 
Bg^er ~ either ; dhwte’^Sor ■ ohanf^ar > ; Qimoiht 'n.dinuht > 

ndi%i)lit ~ nauglit, and so on. 
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63. OE. verbs are divided into two main classes, Strong and 
Weak, and two minor classes, Past-Present and Anomalous. 
They have four moods, infinitive, indicative, subjunctive, and 
imperative (present); only two tenses, present and past (the 
pres, is often used as a future) ; two numbers and three persons ; 
two participles, present (active) and past (passive). The infinitive 
has a dative case governed by to which is often called the gerund. 
The passive voice is simply made up of the verb loesan, heon, to 
be, followed by a past part., and is therefore not treated of hereh 

The principal parts of a verb are the infinitive, past 
singular, past plural, and past participle. To these is often 
added the 3rd sing. pres, indie. In weak verbs the past pi. is 
omitted, because in them it is formed from the past sing. (See 
§§ 67,83.) 

64. Strong Verbs and Weak Verbs.— Strong verbs may 
be distinguished from weak verbs in several ways : 

(а) By the formation of the past tense. Strong verbs 
form their past tense by gradation of the root-vowel, as in 
tvntan, lordt, write, wrote; weak verbs by adding the termina- 
tion -de {-te) to the root. This is the main distinction. There is 
no gradation in weak verbs; there are no past tenses in -de, 4e, 
in strong verbs. 

(б) The past part, of strong verbs ends in -en, of weak verbs 
in -d, -t. 

Noth. The past part, also is formed by gradation in strong verbs. But, 
since Classes V, VI and VII have the same vowel in the past part, a.s in the 
infin., this is a much less conclusive test of a strong p;ist part, than the 
ending. 

(c) The roots of strong verbs are monosyllabic. All poly- 
syllabic roots belong to the weak conjugation. 

1 The only relic of pass, infloction is in the forms hdUa (sing.), hutton (pL), 
pres, and past of to be called. 
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\d) Strong verbs are original; a word showing the same 
»root as a strong verb is derired from one of its stems. Weak 
verbs are derivative. 

(e) Many strong verbs are intransitive ; most transitive verbs 
are weak, and many have been formed from strong intrans. verbs : 

Strong. Weak. 

cp. cwelan, die and cwellan, kill ; 

licgan, lie „ l§cgan, lay ; 

sittan, sit „ sgitcm, set; 

heornan, burn (intrans.) „ bsernan^ burn (trans.). 

(/) Weak verbs originally joined all present endings to the 
root by means of j or i, and this j or i has remained in the 
iniins. in -ian {n§rian, lufian), and has left traces in the mutation 
of root-vowels (hieran) and in the doubled consonants (< con- 
sonant + j) after a short root-vowel {fr§mman). Nearly all weak 
verbs in -an and a few in -ian have mutated root-vowels. No 
strong verbs (except those with weak presents) have infins. 
in -ian, or mutated root- vowels, or doubled^ consonants. 

NB. A mutated root-vowel (§ 3) therefore infallibly denotes 
a iveak verb (or a “ weak present,” § 80). 

(y) On the other hand, a mutated vowel in the 2nd and 
3rd sing, pres., with an unmutated root-vowel in the infin., is a 
mark of strong verbs (§ 68); weak verbs have the same vowel, 
whether mutated or unmutated, in the infin. and in the 2nd and 
3rd sing. pres. 

(h) The following are characteristic of weak verbs (but not 
of all weak verbs) : i, ig, ige before the endings -an, -anne, -aS, 
-e, -en, -ende ; 2nd and 3rd sing. pres, in -ast, ; imperative 
sing, in -e or -a. ^ 

NB. Tgsts (/), (g), (A) are useless for a dozen strong verbs 
with iveak presents, for which see § 80, 

^ Doubled, not double. The strong verbs* feallan, weallan, hgnnan, etc., 
have original double consonants, not doubled before;?- 
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65. Endings. — Por the sake of compa-rison a scheme of the 
normal endings of strong and weak verbs respectively is here,. 


given, but they will be better learnt in the paradigms of 

the verbs 

themselves. 

r 

Strong. 

Weak. 

Classes I., II. 

Peesent Indicative. 

m. 

Bing. 1. 

-Q 

-e 

-le 

2. 

-(e)st 

-(e)st 

-ast 

3. 

‘(e)iS 

-(C)'3 

-a:5 

PluT. 1, 2, 3. 

-a'(S 

-aci 

Present Buhjunctive. 

-ia'jy 

Bing. 1, 2, 3. 

-0 

-c 

-ie 

Flur. 1, 2, 3. 

-en 

-en 

Past Indicative. 

-icii 

Bing. 1, 

2. 


-(c)do, -te 

-ode 

-e 

-(e)dcst, -test 

-odost 

3. 


-(c)de 3 -ie 

-ode 

Flur. 1, 2, 3. 

-on 

-(c)don, -ton 

Past Subjunctive. 

-odoii 

Bing. 

-0 

-(c)dc, -to 

-ode 

Fhtr. 

-en 

-(o)den, -ten 

Imperative. 

-oden 

Bing. 2. 


(-0) 

-a 

Flur. 2. 

-a'cJ 

-a-S 

Infinitive. 

-laiJ 


-an 

-an 

Participles. 

-ian 

Fm. 

-ende 

-ende 

-ionclc 

Past. 

-on 

-(e)d, -t 

-od 


Note. It must be rememkered that, as will he seen from the 
following paradigm, the gradation of the riK)t'Vow(!l in strong verbs 
is more important than the endings for distinguishing one part of tlie 
verb from another and for distinguishing a strong from a weak \‘erl>. 
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66. Paradigm : rldauj ride. 



Present. 

Indicative. 

Past 

Sing, 1. 

ride 


rad 

2. 

ridest, ritst 

ride 

3. 

rideti, r 

•a(t) 

rad 

FIut. 

ridaS 

Subjunctive. 

ridon 

Sing. 

ride 


ride 

Plur, 

riden 

Imperative. 

riden 

Sing. 

rid 



Plur. 

ridati 

Infinitive. 



ridan, dat, -anne. 

Participles. 

ridende geriden 

Variants, {a) Instead of the pres. subj. plur. rlden we 
regularly find n(fe, when the prons. we^ ge, follow immediately : 
ride we, ge (a kind of jussive subjunctive), let us ride, ride (ye). 
This usage was extended to the pres, and past indie., so that 
ride ge = do ye ride ^ and ride .? = did ye ride h 

This remark ^applies equally to weak verbs as also do the 
following as far as weak verbs have the same terminations. 

(5) Past parts, of both strong and weak verbs usually have 
the prefix ye-, which is, however, rarely found before another 
prefix. 
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(c) TliG earlier endings of the sing. pres, indie, were : 1st pers. -zt, -o • 
2nd pers. 4s>-es; 3rd pers. 45. Hencp the i-mutation of the root-vowel 
(there can "be no i-miitation of i) in the 2nd and 3rd sing. pres, indie, of 
strong verbs (§ 08). r 

{d) The final -t of the 2nd pers. sing, is the emaciated remnant of 
thou; a few forms ending in -stS are extant; rides + ‘^u > ndes^lS>ndest. 
Similarly, an epithetic ~t has been added to the 2nd sing, past of weak verbs, 
(e) rThe past indie, pi, originally ended in -un; later texts often have -an. 

(/) The subjunctive pi. p?v.s'. frequently ends in -an] in the past, later 
texts often take over the -on of the indie. 

(g) The usual ending of the dative infin. or gerund is -aniie, but -en{n]e 
(§ 33) is not uncommon. 

67. Principal Parts. — It will be seen from tlie paradigm 
given in § 66 that, through the gradation of the root- vowel, the 
strong verb rldaoi has at least three difierent stems : oid-, rad, 
rid-. The number of difierent stems in a strong verb is some- 
times four, as in beod-'ci.Ti, head, btid-on, bod-Qii; her-im, hxr, hxr-oxi, 
hor-en. "We say then that the OE. strong verb has four stems, 
which are 7iot necessarily different. These four stems arc best 
shown in the four principal parts: (1) infin., (2) past sing., 
(3) past pL, (4) past part,, as seen in the examples just given. 
Thus the importance of knowing the principal parts of a strong 
verb is evident, because all the other parts are formed from them 
by simply changing the endings as shown in the pai'adigm of 
§ 66. The following scheme shows what parts are formed 
from each of the principal parts : 

Erom Arc formed Tenses. 

Infinitive All p>resent forms Pres. Indie. 

Pros. Subj. 
Imperativa 
Pres. Part. 

Past 1st and 3rd Sing. None 

Past Plur. All past foomis Past Indie. 

2nd Sing. 

Past Subj. 


Past Part 


Passive Voice only. 
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" 2nd and 3rd Singular Present. 

68. It will have been noticed* that tw6 forms, syncopated 
and nnsyncopated, of the 2nd and 3rd sing. pres, indie, were given 
in the paradigm of Tidan. Moreover, a verb with root-vowel i 
was purposely chosen because there would have been mutation of 
almost any other vowel in the above parts (as explained in § 66 c). 
These two things then demand a little attention in forming the 
2nd and 3rd sing. pres, of strong verbs : (i) Mutation of root- 
vowel ; (ii) Syncope, and consequent changes. 


(i) Mutation of root- vowel. Ride : Form the 2nd and 
3rd sing. pres, indie, of strong verbs with mutated root-vowel, 
according to the following scheme ; 


Original Vowel 

Mutated Vowel 

Infin. 

3rd Sm 

a 

(§ 121) 

faran, go 

fjerS 

a 

ie 

blawan, blow 

bliewb 

e 

i 98, 120) helpan, help 

hilp3 

ea 

ie 

healdan, hold 

hielt 

ea 

Ie 

heawan, hew 

hiewS 

eo 

ie (§ 120) 

weorban, become 

wier^ 

eo 

Ie (§ 120) 

creopan, creep 

crieptS 

2 

g 

stQndan, stand 

stgnt 

0 

e 

blowan, bloom 

blewb 

u 

y 

cuman, come 

cyinS 

u 

7 

brucan, enjoy 

bryeS 

e, i, i, ie, 

are not affected by ^-mutation. 


Notes. (1) 

•Empirical rules for forming the 2nd 

. and 3rd 


sing. pres, faom the infin. are often helpful and usually harnaless. 
But it must be clearly understood that these parts are not 
derimd from the OE. infin,, but from their own earlier prehistoric 
for] us, and it is at times of the utmost importance that the fact 

5 


w. 
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slioiild be as clearly stated. Thus hire^ can be traced step by 
step from the Indo-Gerniaiiic form hhereti'^ to say that it io 
formed from the root of heran by the addition of -etJ, with mutation 
of the root-vowolj is certainly both inaccurate and misleading. 

(2) Syncopated forms with mutated vowels, as above, are the rule in 

EWS., although unsyncopated forms both with mutated and with unmutated 
vowels are also found: hire''^ from heran, from bugan, from 

iveor'^idi. 

(3) Unsyncopatod forms without i-mutation are the rule in Anglian. 

69. (ii) Syncope, etc. The e of the endings -est, -etS, in 
the 2nd and 3rcl sing. pres, indie., is regularly dropped in EWS., 
and the following changes take place in the consonants thus 
brought together. 

NB, Thfm cham/es are not pecuHar to strony verbs, hut take 
place also in weak verbs (Classes 1 and 2) ivJmi the specified con- 
ditions are present. 

Fersons. 

2nd, 3rd. (a) Double consonants are simplidecl : win7i{e)st> 
winst, winn{e)6 > win ^ ; Jyll{e)st > fylstt f yU{ep 

2nd. (6) Before -6’^, d>t, and s, 5' and st are dropped : 

fmd{e)st > fmtst ] stend{e,st > stentst ; cles[e)st > ciest ; 
wler'6{e)st > wierst ; cwi^(c)st > ewist ; birst(e)st > birst. 

3rd. (c) d or ^ + (5 > i after a consonant, > it or t after a 

vowel : find{e)'6 > fint ; birst{e)'!S > hirst (thus the 2iid 
and 3rd sing, of roots ending in st became identical) ; 
fxst{e)^ >fwst ] hldiep > ] cjrH^eys > gretit ) ; sgtiep 

> s^U. Similarly <5 + G > b' after a consonant, > bb or S 
after a vowel : iOT(3rb(e)b > wler "^ ; GwdS{eyS > cwi^ifi). 

3rd. (d) s + '<S usually but in early t(^xts -.vb also 

remains : forlles(eys > forllest ; wiexie)6 > ivieM (x h + s); 
cm{eys> clest (thus the 2nd and 3rd sfog, of roots 
ending in s became identical), 

2ad, 3rd. («) g sometimes >/i before -st and -b, but chieily in later 
texts; stlg[e)st>sti}ist\ lieg{e)'^>Uek^, 
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NB. The above rules are given here in order that the 
bucceeding sections on “ gradatibn,” with which they have properly 
nothing to do, may not be cumbered with them, and because they 
could not be postponed till later. *The stuSent must pay due 
attention to them, so that, when gradation has been mastered, he 
may be in a position to conjugate in full every OE. strong verb. 
One or two examples from each strong class are appended (“weak 
presents ” and contracted verbs are treated separately) ; the 2nd 
and 3rd sing. pres, of every verb mentioned in the following §§ 
should be written out in the same way. 


Class 

Infin. 

^nd Sing. 

h'd Sing 

1. (“Shine”) 

arlsan, arise 

arlst 

arist 

bidan, wait 

bitst 

bit(t) 


bitan, Ute 

bitst 

bit(t) 


milian, avoid 

mist 

mi5(S) 

11. (“Creep”) 

beodan, order 

bietst 

biet(t) 


sceotan, shoot 

scietst 

soiet(t) 


lucan, lock 

lycst 

lyc?S 

Ilia. (“Help”) 

helpan, help 

hilpst 

hilpS 


f eohtan, fight 

fiehtst 

fieht 

b. (“Drink”) 

drincan, drink 

drincst 

drincS 

IV. (“Bear”) 

beran, hear 

bir(e)st 

bir(e)S 

V. (“Tread”) 

tredan, tread 

tritst 

trit(t) 

VI. (“Fare”) 

faran, go 

fserst 

fserS 

VII, (Reduplicating' 

) blawan, blow 

blffiwst 

blffiwS 


l^tan, let 

leetst 

l»t(t) 


healdan, hold 

hieltst 

Melt 

• 

heawan, hew 

hiewst 

hiew5 

• 

blQndan, blend 

bl§ntst 

bl§nt 


blowan, bloom 

blewst 

blewS 


5—2 
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GRADATION [AUaut), 

70. Strong verbs arc conjugated principally by the use 
of different stems in the same verb, these stems being related to 
one another by the “ gradation ” of the root-vovml without other 
change. Gradation in Olil. then may be defined as a series of 
relations between primary vowels by which alone the stems of a 
strong verb are diilerontiated. There are se\-(m classes of strong 
verbs in OK., dislinguished from one anotlu'r by the graded 
vowels of the four stems. The following table shows those vowels 
in what may bo called 


GRADATION-ROWS. 


Class 

Pres. Pt 

(st Sin(j. 

l^asl P!>n\ 

Past Par 

L (“Shine”) 

1 

a 

i 

i 

11. (“ Ci'oep ”) 

eo (u) 

ea 

u 

0 

Ilia. (“Jhdp ”) 

e, eo 

ea 

u 

0 

b. (“ Drink ”) 

i 


u 

u 

IV. (“ Bear”) 

e 

SB 


0 

V. (“Tread ”) 

e 

SB 


e 

VI. (“Fare”) 

a 

0 

0 

a 

VII. (Rediipl) 

fa, ca, 
lea, y, 0 

eo, e 

eo, e- 

same 

as })res 


Notks. (1) NB. The past sing, and phir. of the 7th Class 
were originally formed by Reduplication of tlie root syllable 
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(cp. Lat. do, dedi\ Gk. St3(o/xi, SeSwKa), in some verbs with, in 
others without, gradation. Since the traces of the original re- 
duplication are very few in OE., it is best for the present to rank 
Class YU. with the other gradation-classes, Yhilst retaining the 
name “Reduplicating.” 

(2) It will be noticed that only in Classes If., IILl, and 
lY. are there four different stems; that in Classes L, Till)., and 
Y. there are three different stems, and that in Classes YI. and 
YII. there are only two different stems. Nevertheless, excluding 
past parts, (which cannot be mistaken for any other part), no 
pres, form of a strong verb has the same root-vowel as any yast 
form of the same verb. 

(3) The importance of the gradation-rows just given can 
hardly be exaggerated. They are most easily remembered by 
learning the principal parts of the verb selected as the name of 
each class (except in Class YII., in which the vowels of the 
present are various) : 


Class 

Infill. 

Past Sing. 

Past Plur, 

Past Pari 

1 . (“Shine”) 

sclnan 

scan 

scinon 

semen 

n. (“ Creep ”) 

creopan 

creap 

erwpon 

cropen 

Ilia. (“ Help”! 

helpan 

healp 

Imlpou 

holpeii 

b. (“Drink’) 

drmcan 

drpne 

drancon 

diutncen 

IV. (“Bear”) 

be ran 

b^er 

bieron 

boren 

V. (“Tread”) 

tredan 

tr^d 

tr^don 

treden 

VI (“Faro ”) 

furan 

for 

foron 

faren 


(4) Given the class of a strong verb, the grailation-rows, 
togdlior wfth the rules of §§ 68, 69, sutEce for the conipleto 
conjugation of all perfectly regiblar (i.e. the majority of) Clil 
English strong verbs. Irregularities are fully dealt with in theii' 
place. 
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71. How to tell the class of a strong verb. 

In the gra(l;ition-rc)WS as repeated below, the vowels printed 
black are in themselves conclusive (irregularities apai-t) as to tlie 
class of the verbs in wliieh they are found, since they occur 
nowhere else in strong verbs in the same parts'^', as to those 
printed in italic there is ]iioro or less uncertainty, which is 
roniof cd however by the hints given at the foot. 


Class 

hijm. 

Fast Smj. 

Fast Plur. 

Fast Fart. 

I. (“Shine”) 

1 

a 

i 

i 

n. (“Creep”) 

eo, u 

ea 

7L 

0 

Ilia. (“Help”) 

e, eo 

ea 

U 

0 

b. (“Drink”) 

i 

?{a) 

70 

u 

IV. (“Bear”) 

e 

X 


0 

V. (“Tread”) 

e 

X 

X 

e 

VI. (“Bare”) 

a 

0 

o 

a 

VII. (Redupl.) 

fa, m, 
lea, 9 , 

ea, _ - 
eo, e 

0 

eo, e 

a, E, ea, 
ea, (gj 0 


The only uncertainty therefore lies between Clas.s(‘s Tl., IlL, 
lY. and Y., and that is completely dispelled by the following 
statements : 

The stem-vowel in Classes II. (“Creep”) and V. 
(“Tread”) — between which there is no uneeiiainty — is fol- 
lowed by a single consonant which is not I or r (oxc(ipt 
in past parts, coren, droreu,forlo7'e7i,fmxn, }iTv7'm] sec § 73). 

The stem-vowel in Class III. is followed by two (or 
more) consonants, the first of which is a nasal in (6) 
(“ Drink ”), but not in {a) (“ Help ”). 

The stem-vowel in Class IV. (“Bear”) is fpllowed by 
I or 7' only (except in hrmi'n), 

^ It is assumed that dmican, e.g., will not bo taken for a past plur. or 
past part, of Class I. 
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CLASSES OP STRONG VERBS. 

72. Class 1 (“ Shine ”). Gradation-row : i a i i. 
A regular verb of this class is conjugated in full in § 66. The 
following are among the commonest verbs of the class f their 
principal parts are not given here because the student is expected 
to write them out for himself : 

bldan, wait 
bitan, hite 
drifan, drim 
gewitan, depart 
gripan, seize 

writan, write. 


scinan, shine 
sigan, sink 
slitan, slit 

stigan, ascend^ descend 
cease. 


Irregular. 

(a) The following verbs come under Yerner's Law (see § 169), 
and accordingly have d in place of S in the past plur. and past 


part. : 

InJin. 

Past Sing. 

Past PL 

Past Part. 

liSan, go 

m 

lidon 

geliden 

scritian, proceed 

scrdt 

scridon 

gescriden 

snitian, cut 

snaS 

■snidon 

gesniden 

Whereas Yerner’s Law fails in 

miSan, avoid 
wriSan, hind 

(a)risan, {a)rise 
gerisan, befit 


which therefore retain ‘S or s throughout. 


ih) For the contracted verbs leon^ teon (accuse), Smi, wreon, 
see 8 81. 
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73. Class 11 Creep ”). Gradniiou-row : eo,u ea u 0 . 
Paradigm : cr(~()pa,n, crrap, criipon, cropen. ^ 



Present 

Iiidiradre. 

Past 

Hhej. 1. 

ClV()])(i 


cr(‘:ip 

•") 

iTK’psl 


crupu 

<7-5. 

eriepb 


creap 

Plur. 

crOopab’ 

Si(hjunrtirc. 

cruptm 

Si }}(/. 

creopo 


ernpo 

Plar. 

c reopen 


crupcii 


hiiperaiice. 
creop, crcopa?) 

Jiijlitifivc, 
creopaii, daf. -aimti 

Participles. 

creoptmdt' g(‘crop(m 

Among the commomn’ verbs of this class an‘ 


beodaii, com>naiul 

iicotan, enjoy 

bvcotian, break 

.sccoi.an, .shout 

cl cofan, scA'-cr 


dreogan, end arc 

bnican, enjoy 

llcogan, Jhj 

bfigaii, how 

llcotaii, Jloat 

dufan, dire 

gcotan, pour 

lucan, lot'k 

greotan, weep 

hi tan, stoop 

hreowan, rite. 

scufa,n, shore 

Icogan, He 

slupan, i/Hoe 


Note. Verbs with d in tlie pn^semt arc otherwisti pcriVctly 
regular : hwjan<^ bemj^ hiajuth, hmjm. 
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Irregular. 


{a) The following come under^Verner’s Law (§ 1G9), with r 
in place of 5 , and cl in place of l), in past })liii'. and past })aft.; 


ccosan, choose 

ceas 

cur on 

gecoren 

dreosan,/^/^ 

dreas 

driu'on 

god roreu 

forleosan, lose 

forleas 

forluron 

fof-lorcn 

f roosan, freeze 

freas 

fruron 

gefroren 

hreosan, fall 

hreas 

liruron 

geliroren 

seohan, seethe 

seaS ‘ 

sudon 

gesoden 

Whereas Yeriior’s Law fails in 



ahreo(5an, fail 



abrohen 


(6) For the contracted verbs jieon^ teon (draw), see g 81. 


74. Class Ilia (“Help”). Gradation-row: e,eo ea u o. 


Paradigm : 

helpan, healp, hulpon, holpen. 



Present 

Indicative. 

Past 

Sing. 1. 

helpe 

healp 

2. 

liilpst 

hulpo 

3. 

hilpS 

healp 

Flur. 

helpaS 

Snhfmctive. 

hulpon 

Sing. 

helpe 

hulpo 

Flur, 

helpcn 

help, h(‘lpah 

Infinitive. 

hu]})on 


helpan, dal. -anno 

Pariicipks, 

geholpi 


helpciide 
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Anion," ihc coninioncr verbs of ibis cbuss are ; 

beorgan, protect 
ci'orfan, carve 


belgan, he (na/rt/ 
(lelfan, di(j, 
rnolian, 7nelt 
swc'lgaiij swallow 
swollan, sivell 
swcitan, die 


ioohUm, Ji(/ht 
bwcorfan, iura 
iju'olcan, viilk 
sii'orfan, die 
weorpaii, throw 


Noth. (1) The ea of tlio past sing, is a lireaking of a, 
and the go of the pros, is a breaking of e. The reason why some 
verbs have e and others eo in the present is, tliat e broke before I 
only when followed by c or h (§ 138), 


Irregular. 

(a) Under Verner's Law IfiO) come.s 
wcortian, hecome weariV wurdon geworden 

(&) For the verb/w/o.??., pniK'trratc, s(‘(‘ 81. 


(c) In three verbs e>ie after palatal // (see § 143) : 


gieldan, yields pay 

geald 

guidon 

gegoldcn 

giellan, yell 


gallon 

gegollen 

gielpan, hoasi 

gealj) 

gulpon 

gegolpen 


th(‘, })res, : 



niunian, mourn 

in<*arn 

nnirnon 


spurnan (sponian), spurn 

spearn 

spur non 


(e) Metathesis of r is st'e.n in herstan 

< * hresfaU ' ' 

.'Uid ’^ersean 

<^hVmw6; hence tlie normal change of a to a’,(see 

100) in the 

past sing, instead of bn'akiug 

: (S 1»C)- 



beratan, hurst 

Inersti 

luirsl.on 

gt‘borsi(*n 

h’erscan, thresh 

‘hlersu 

hurseon 

g(‘<iorsciui 


1 An asterisk before a word denotes that it is not o.ttani in that form. 
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(/ ) The root-vowel is not followed by consonants tliat produce 
‘breaking (see § 3) in * 

bregdan, brandish brsegd ^ bvug^lon gebrogdeii 

stregdan, strew strsegd striigdon gestrogden 

with which may be remembered the anomalous 
frignaiij inquire frsegn frugnon gcfrugnen 

Notes. (2) All these verbs often drop g with compensatory lengthening 
of the preceding vowel (see § 160), thus: 

bredan (3rd sing, britt) brSed brudon gebrSden 

frinan [fran (Class I )] Mnon gefrunen 

(3) Stregdan is also conjugated weak. 


75. Class mb (^‘Drink”). Gradation-row : i ^ u R. 
Paradigm : drincan, dr^nc, druncon, druncen. 


Present 

Indicative 

Past 

Sing. 1. drince 


drone 

2. drincst 


drunce 

3. drinc3 


drone 

Plur. drincaS 

Subjunctive 

druncon 

Sing. drince 


clrimcc 

Plur. drincen 

Imperative 

druncen 

drinc, drinca(5 



Infinitive 


drincan, dat. 

-anne 



Participles 


drincende 

• 


gedruncen 

Amongdbhe commoner verbs of this class 

are 

bindan, bind 

onginnan, begin 

stincan, stink 

(b)linnan, cease 

sincan, sink 

swimmm, swim 

limpan, ha-ppen 

singan, sing 

winnan, fight 
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Notiss. (1) The Primiliivc Germanic gradation-row of Class III was 
e a u u. The divergences from this the English sub-classes “Help’^ 
and “Drink” are due to changes which took place partly in Germanic and 
partly in OB. (i) Gcr.manic exi before nasal -H consonant : cp. drincan 
and helpan. (ii) Germanic too in strong past parts., cxccyt before 
nasal -1- consonant ; cp. (jelwipen, oedmneen. (hi) OE. a>g before a nasal 
(scc§ 149), and >ea (breaking) before r, I, /i-l- consonant: cp. dr^tic, heal]). 
(iv) See § 74, Note (1). 

(2) Double consonants are usually simplified when final: swimman, 
past sing. m 2 )u.{m), iinperat. sing, swim. 

Irregular. 

(a) ]\retatlicsis of r is seen in hi{p)r)ian {hmrnan) <Hrmnan 
and i{G)rnan < rinnan (extant in idrimi(vn), 

l)i(c)rnan (beoi'nan), hum born, barn biirnon goburnen 

i(e)rnan, run yrn, arn union goiinien 

(b) Findan ha.s quasi-weak past sing. /ant/c as well as /ime/. 

{c) For hrinyan see 90, and for ■'huuyon^ -'^unyen, § 81, N. G. 

76. Class IV (“Bear”). Gradation-row: e ae S o. 
Paradigm ; beran, liter, bieron, goboren. 


Sing. 1. 

Present 

Indicative,, 

bore 

Past 

bmr 

2. 

bir(c)st (bierst) 

bioro 

3. 

bir(c)6 (biorb’, § 140) 

baT 

Flur. 

berat) 

btdron 

Sing, 

Suhjnnctivo, 

here 

bairo 

Flur, 

boron 

bieren 


Imperative, 

ber, berab 

I'lijlnitive, 
beran, dat. -anno 

Fariki2)k$. 

berendo 
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The only important verbs of this class are 


brecan, hroalz 
cwelan, die 


lieraii, co7iccal 
stclaii, s^al 


((M’an, b'dr 


Irregular. 

(ft) Scieran, shear, cut, has cliphthongisoil the vowels of the 
first three parts, e>f<3, iie>ea, under the iulliK'tici^ ih* 

palatal sc (see § 143) • but saieo\ scBron, arc also found in poetry : 

scieran scear (scier) scearon (scicroii) jL^i'Ki-orcn 

(h) Especially important are 

cu man, come c(w)r)m c(w)omon (i!;e)(nnii('n (eyinim) 

niman, !5fty[;e n(jm(nam) ndmon (iirunon) gemitmm. 

Note. Thee of the past sing, is borrowed from tiie pjisi phir., poiha|w 
on the analogy of Class VI. Tor the other vowels see §§ ,l h!, 1 18 , 


77. Class V (“Tread”). Gradation row : c ec aj c. 
Paradigm : tred.an, tried, triedon, tredcri. 


Sing. 1. 

Present 

Indicative. 

trede 

Past 

( nod 

2. 

triist 

(ranh^ 

3. 

irit(t) 

( ned 

Plur. 

tredah 

ira'dou 

Si7ig. 

Sahj/tnefive. 

trede 

1 node 

ri'UT. 

ti'cdon 

t ru'dcii 


Ini^irndirp,, 

trod, trcilad 

/njinitire. 

* tn'dan, dat. -aniu* 

l\trlidi)Ji\s\ 

tredende 

goto »doi 
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The only important verbs of this class are 

cirepaii, strike sprecaii, speak 

luciaii, mele^ measare wegan, carry 

wrecaii, avenge 

Irregular. 

(a)' Under Vcrncr’s Law (§ 1G9) come 


cweban, say cwseh 

cwiedon 

gecweden 

wesan, be wms 

wairoii (§ 9G) 


Whereas the law fails in 



(ge)nesan, survive (ge)n{es 

(ge)na‘son 

genesen 

lesan, collect hes 

lieson 

gideson 


(6) Diphtliongisation due to palatal g is seen in all parts of 
giefan, give 143) geaf geafun gegicfen 

-gietaUj get -goat -geaton -gieteii 


(c) Etan and its compound f retail have x in past sing. ; 

etan, eat set ieton gecten 

fretaii, devour friet frieton freten 

(d) For the weak presents hiddau, frirgan^ Uegaii, idittan, 
iSicgai), see § 80, and for the contracted verbs gefeon, pi eon, 
seen, see § 81. 


78. Class VI (“Fare”). Cradation-row : a o o a. 
Paradigm : faran, for, fdron, faron. 



Present 

Indicative. 

Past 

Shig, 1. 

faro 


fur 

2. 

fierst 


fore 

3. 

fan’3 


fur 

Fliir 

fara'S 

Subjunctive. 

foron 

Sing, 

fare 

fore 

Flur. 

faren 


fdrou 
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Imparaiive. 
far, fara?» • 

I}} full live. 

f 

faraii, d<d. -aiiue 


70 


Parth-lph’s, 

farendo 

(* 

The more important verbs of tliis eJa-ss ar(‘ 

bacan, hah g^dan, siwj hladaiu 

dragan, drag grafan, dig N'lean, qunrrd 


Irregular. 

{a) Diphthongisatioii after palaial .w {■^ Ml) is frrquftd in 
sc{e)acan, s/w/ce scOc, sceuc scri<-on, si'cocon !j;r ^.ftacrfi 

{b) The weak verl)2arc'nrt?i- Kiipplii's tlu‘ plant' ot tin* l";-t pm.. 
’^wacan : 

[wfficnan], awake woe wocon 

(c) In two verbs a > p Ix'fort' n (|:1 1 il'; : 

sponaii, aZ/imi s]>rtii spuium P'-omu 

sttjiidan, siaiid stud sttidon gf !• rub ti 

Note. The later pa.st of sjujttiw in .spnoi, (’la,.? VIl , tn wisa'is rm ! 
weaxcui (<^'wa}isa)i), j^row, went over entirely. 


(d) In st'veral pjist paris. of this t'hn.s auHrited and tut 
mutated forms ;dt<‘ruat(‘ (pw llil) : 


fyeren + fju’t'u 
grajfon + grafi'u 
liked on + hk^do.ii 
steceii + sacen 


slegtm, .skegt'U r 'iaip 11 ( ^ 

hwegen, hwingnii . Owo-p'o j 

iia-fnn r IwtVii i . , 

’ . ■'I 

scepen, sn:ept*n Smapnitf 


(e) For the weak presents lajilmn, hUthhun, ,*?**« Tinoi, 
scieppmi, siwppa.n, nwrrian, and for tins COntniCtcd wnda 
lean, sleiDt, iSiocan, .see §3 80, 8 i, 
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79. Class VII (Reduplicating). 

lufui. and Pad Part, 

iStcm-v(>\v(‘ls : a, x, ea,.Ja, c^, o eo, e. 

Paradigms: fc'Mllaii, froll, fr-ollon, fc'allon. 
livtaii, let, letun, l:T‘ten. 

^ Present Past 

fndirativr. 


Phaj. 1. fealle 

la‘t(‘ 

f(-oll 

let 

2, li('lsb 

Isvtst 

feolle 

Icte 


mn) 

fcoll 

let 

Phi)\ feallah' 

lahah’ 

fra )1 Ion 

Icton 

Ship, fea.ll(*. 

SahjanciWG. 
hete ' 

frolic 

Icte 

Plnr. fealhm 

heteii 

feollen 

Icten 

feall, h'allah 

feallan, 

Iviperatire. 

Imt, l:\‘(a-5 

Infinitive, 
lii'tan, dat. -anno 


fi^allende 

Participles, 

laitende 

go foal 1(0 

i gelielen 

Note. (1) The only remnant in 

KWS. prose of 

the earlier 


reduplication in the past tense is seen in tdht from 

IiManr, but leak from laoan^ rnord from nvdaa^ [on)drmrd from 
{on)drIe(h 7 i, and leort from laitan, are presorv(‘<l ijj poetical or 
non-WS. texts. 

The following are the chief verbs of this class, are 
divided into two sub-classes according to tiui vowi'l of the past 
tense, and are then grouped according to the vowel of the 
present. 

NB. All reduplicatwi/ verbs have eo in the past tense, 
except those with ic in the present stem, and hdta/n, Idcan, 
scadan, and hhpidan (blend), besides yba, hon (§ 81 ). 
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l! Past tense in eo. 


(i) 

blawan, blow 

mawan, moto 


cnawaii, knoio 

sawai^ sow 


crawan, crow 

swapan, sweep 


cirawan, throw 

(ii) 

fealdan, fold 

wealcan, roll 


feallan, fall 

wealdan, wield 


healdan, hold 

weallan, well 


weaxan, 

grow 

(iii) 

beatan, beat 

heawan, hew 

hleapan, 

leap 

(iv) 

bQnnan, summon 

spQnnan, join 

W 

blotan, sacrifice 

hwdpan, threaten 


blowan, bloom 

rowan, row 


flOwan,//ott? 

spowan, succeed 


growan, grow 

swogan, sounds swoon 

II. Past tense in e. 


(Vi) 

hatan, command, call 

lacan, play 


scadan, divide 

Note. (2' 

) Besides scadan, scH, etc., we find seeadan, gescSaden, with 

diphthongised vowel after palatal sc (§ 144), and an anomalous past scead. 

(vii) 

(on)driedan, dread 

rpedan, counsel 


Imtan, let 

sl^pan, sleep 


Hote. (^) Three of these verbs .have also weak forms: 
-drBdan and slmpan have the weak pasts -dr^dde, slBpte, as well 
as past part. -drM{d); while rMan, counsel, read, is always 
weak in WS., except for one occurrence of the past part. rMen. 

6 


w. 
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Irregular. 

((f) aii'cl 

l}i’V(jd(\ ]>p. only huk^ lln'. jiasi tense of rjmi 

(see § 90 ), is used. 

(b) P'or the weak present urptf}), and tlic contracted 
\'('r)).syi7//, hbfi^ see 80, 8l. 

(<■) dwell, pp. tjdmn, supplii'.s the piece of its lost past tense from 

the weak hfdan, IMc, gchml. 


WEAK PRESENTS. 


80. Ill Cltis.sos V., 

VI. and 

VI 1. there are a 

finv verbs, 

oUicnvisR strong, \ihoso 

presents 

resi'inblo those of 

weak Verbs 

(i.c. w(a-e originally formed with j 

or i). They are 


Injln. 

Class V (» Tread ”). 

Past h)i 

Past PL 

J’asl Part, 

biddaji, request 

Ijmd 

buidoii 

g('l x'deii 

friegan, inquire 



I'gefivgc'u 

Igofrigeu 

licga,n, He 

lag 


gclegcn 

sittan, sit 

sa‘t 


gcsetoii 

Siugan, take 

beah 


gei)'egeii 

Class VT (“ Fare”). ' 




ligbban, heave 

liof 

liofou 

gehafeu 

hlieliban, iaityh 

lildh 

hlogon 


seg-bhan, ivjure 

seod 

se.odon 


sci(5p[)au, create 

seup 

BCopou 

geset^apeu 

sticppan (styppan), sbq) 

.stop 

stopon 

gesiapen 

swgriaii, swear 

swor 

sworon 


Class YIT (Redupl.). 
wei)au, wee^) 

wool' 

weopon 

gewGpeu 
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Paradigms: biddan, licgan, hgbban, swf^riaii, wC-pan. 


Present Indicative. 


Slnr/. 1. 

biclde 

liege 

hebbe 

swgrie 

wipe 

2. 

bidest, bitst 

lig(e)st 

hef(e)st 

swgrest 

wep(e)st 

3. 

biduG, bit(t) 

lig(e)G (lib) 

hgf(e)5 



PI nr. 

biddaG 

lici^aG 


swgriaS 

wopaG 



Present Subjunctive. 



Sing, 

bidde 

liege 

hobbe 

swgrie 

wepe 

Plur. 

bidden 

liegen 

hgbben 

swgrien 

wepen 



Past Indicative. 



Sing. 1. 

bffid 

lieg 

liof 

swor 

w'eop 

2. 

b^de 

lige 

bofe 

swore 

weope 

3. 

boid 

bog 

bof 

swor 

weop 

Plur. 

bindon 

Isegon 

hofon 

sworon 

wtiopon 



Past Subjunctive. 



Sing. 

biiede 

liege 

bofo 

swore 

weope 

Plur. 

baden 

l^gen 

bofen 

sworen 

weopen 



Imperative. 



Sing. 2. 

bide 

lige 

bgio 

swgre 

wep 

Plur. 2. 

biddaS 

licgaG 

bgbbaG 

swgriaG 

wepaG 


Infinitive. 

Dal (to)biddanne , licganne hgbbanne swcrianne wepauno 

% 

Participles. 

Pres. biddende licgende hebbende swr^udende wepende 

Past. gebeden gelegen gehafen gesworen gewopeii 

6—2 
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Notes. (1) Like licgan are conjugated the presents of 
fricgan^ Ucgan ; and like hiddan the presents of all the otheft 
verbs with double consonants 

(2) The principal parts, as given on p. 82, must be com- 
mitted to memory, because of their great irregularity and the 
uselessness of applying §§ 70, 71, to them. 

(3) ^ The irregularities of these verbs are all seen in their 
principal parts. Otherwise, they are conjugated in the ‘present 
like regular weak verhs^ and in the past like regular strong 
verbs, 

(4) These verbs may be recognised as having weak 
presents in four ways, which will be best appreciated by 
comparison with the tests for strong and for weak verbs in § 64 : 

(i) They have mutated root-vowels throughout the present. 
Strong presents have mutated vowels in the 2nd and 3rd sing, 
only (§ 68). 

(ii) In the majority of them the original vowels, the 
mutated forms of which are seen in the present, are contained in 
the past participles. Strong verbs of Classes V., VI., and VIL, 
have the same vowels in the present and in the past participle. 

(hi) The original j, which is to be traced in tlie doubled 
consonants and in the i of swgrlan (see Note 5), is a mark of 
weak presents. 

(iv) The imperative sing, in -e (except in luepan) is peculiar 
to weak verbs. 

(5) ^Besides their weak presents, those verbs show several other irregu- 
larities. We often meet with the intrusive vowel, to which attention was 
called in § 34 (6), in fncg{e)a7i, lieg[e)m^ '^icg{e)an, licgecc'S, etc. S’wermi 
alternates with sxi}er{i)g{e)an. It is possible that the past parts, fregen, frigen, 
belong to the very irregular verb fiignan of Class III. Hlogon and scudon 
come under Yerner’s Law. Besides sc^Wan there is a sirong infin. scectSmi, 
and besides scod a weak past se^^ede. Diphthongisation aftfr palatal sc is 
seen in scea'^an, gesceapen, sceod {« seSd), and sceop (cc sedp). In scieppaiif 

^ If the student is puzzled by this note he will find full explanations in 
Part II. 
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this diphthongisation has been followed by mutation (see § 123). In Miehhan, 
4he same vowel has resulted from mutation of broken a. The vowel in ^eah, 
as in seah (§ 80], is a breaking of original a. ’The o of smren. {<siDaren], 
like that of %wogen (§ 78), is due to tfee influenae of the preceding id. 
The interchange of hh and / in hqhban is explained by the fact that hb in 
OE. represents earlier fj. The doubled consonants {cg=gg) of the presents 
stand for earlier consonant and thus =the ri {=rj) of sw^rian, r being 
the only consonant that was not doubled after a short vowel thrqjigh in- 
fluence of following j. 


CONTEACTED VERBS. 

81. All strong verbs whose present stem originally ended 
in h, lose the h and contract before every termination beginning 
with a vowel. In fact h remains only before the -si, -t5, of tho 
2nd and 3rd sing, pres., and when final in the 2nd sing, impera- 
tive and 1st and 3rd sing, past; it has been i-eplacod by g in the 
pret. pliir. (and derived parts) and past part, in accordance with 
Vcrncr’s Law (see § 169). 

The chief strong contracted verbs are : 


I. (“Shine”) 

leon, lend 

'5eon, thrive^^'^ 


teon, acmse 

wrOon, cover 

11. (“Creep”) 

fleon, flee 

tcon, d7'aw 

Ilia. (“Help”) 

“fcolaii, penetrate 


V. (“Tread”) 

gefeon, rejoice 
plcon, adverilure 

scon, see 

VI. (“Fare”) 

<* 

Hdun^fla// 
lean, blame 

slean, slay 
bwcan, wash 

m 

VII. (Reduplicating] 

) fun, seize 

hOn, hang 


1 The nurubers in brackets refer to the following notes. 

2 Strictly speaking, /coZuw is not a contracted verb (sec § 154), but this is 
the most convenient place to give its conjugation. 
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Paradigms. 

I. teon 

IF. teon 

III. feolan 

Sing. 1. 

too 

too 

Present 

feolo (§ 1 3) 

2. 


tielist 

ilelhst 

3. 

tihS 

tTcli(5 

fielhS 

PluT. 

teO(5 

teo5 

feola'S 

Sing, 

teo 

too 

Present 

feole 

Phr. 

teon 

toon 

feolen 

Sing. 1. 


toah 

Past 

fcalh 

2. 

ligo 

tugo 

[faile] fulgol-1 

3. 

tall 

teah 

fealh 

Plur, 

tigon 

tugon 

[fSlon] fulgoii 

Sing, 

tige 

tnge 

Past 

[fjele] fulge 

Plur. 

tigen 

tugcn 

[fielen] fulgen 

Sing. 2. 

tihO) 

Imperative. 

teuh 

feolh 

Plur. 2. 

teo?5 




(to) teonne 

Infinitive (dat.). 
teonne 

feolanne 

Pres. 

teonde 

Participles. 

teonde 

feolendo 

Past. 

tigen 

togon 
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V. seon 

VT. slean 

VII. £c 

Indicative. 

« 

• 

seo 

slea 

fo 

siehst 

sliehst 

fehsfe 

sieh(5 

slieliS 

fehS 

seO(5 

sleaS 


Subjunctive. 

seo 

slea 

fo 

seon 

slean 

fOn 

Indicative. 

seah 

sldgW 


(singe) sawe(“) 

sloge 

fen go 

seah 

slog 

feng 

(s^gon) sawon 

slogon 

fengon 

Subjunctive. 

(siege) siiwe 

sloge 

fenge 

(siegen) sawen 

sldgen 

fengen 

seoh 

Impemlive. 

sleah 

foil 

Seo3 

sleatJ 

foS 

seonne ♦ 

Infinitive (clat.). 

sleanne 

fdiine 

seonde 

Parliciples. 

sleande 

fonde 

(segen) sewen^“) 

(slagen) slcegen^^J 

fyngen 
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Notes. (1) The uncontracted vowel of the 2ud and 3rd sing. pres, is a 
mutation of the uncontraoted vowel (brolren in Classes III, V., VI.) which ts 
preserved in the imperative sing. This will be better understood when the 
prehistoric forms of the infinitive t-ire given : 

I. teon<*tihan. 

II. teon<*teuhan. 

HE feolan < *feolhan {breaking) < *fclhan. 

V. seon < *seh(w)anB. 
gefeon<*-fehan{'^). 

VI. slean<*Blaban, 

VIL fon<*f6han. 

(2) The past pi. fulgon (and derived parts) is rare, and pp. folgen is 
wanting. In their place have been formed a past plur. and pp. according to 
Class IV (“Bear”). 

(3) The past plur. and pp. suigon, segeiit necessarily given in the 
paradigm, because they are the model for the other verbs of the class, but 
(like pp. slagen) they are not the usual forms. As is seen above, the root of 
seon originally ended in hw, which in the past plur. and pp. > gw by Verner’s 
Law; gw>g 01 w in OE., but>w in WS. prose. See § ICO. 

(4) The g of the past plur. has been extended to the sing, in Classes VI, 
and VII. Forms like sloh are later than slog. 

(5) Through the identity of the contracted forms of icon (I) and 
tSon (II.), the former passed over into Class II. and was followed by wreon, 
so that we freq,uently meet with such forms as teah, tugon, xoreah^ lorogen, 
belonging to verbs of Class I. 

(6) Connected with “SeoH, thrive, are the past plur. 'ISungon, the pp. ’^iwgsn, 
and the adj. ge^ungen, distinguished, excellent, belonging to Class IIL, to 
which class iSeon {<^])ihan< ^]mihan) itself originally belonged. 
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II. WEAK VERBS. 


82. Weak verbs are divided into four classes ; 

Class I Wean-Ween ”), in -an and -im\ with 

mutated stem- vowel throughout. 

Class IP (“Tell”), in -an (list in § 90), with 

mutated stem-vowel in the present only. 

Class III ‘ (“ Look ”), in -xan^ with the 

stem-vowel not mutated. 

Class IV ^ (IMixed), in -axi] a few verbs conjugated partly lilco 
Class I. and partly like Class II F, (sec list givaui in 
§ 93). 

The principal parts are the inlinitivc, past singular, and past 
participle. It is unnecessary to give rules for forming the other 
parts from them, beyond this : Follow the paradifpns. l<"or the 
ways and means of distinguishing weak verbs from strong seii 
§ 64. 

Weak verbs betray their weakness of character in a certain hesitancy as 
to the class they belong to and as to the length of tlu'ir r<><»t-syllable, whicli 
leads them at timt% to transfer themselves from one paradigm and class to 
another. 0)^o decide the paradigm that a weak verb follows and the i’C!,t 
is easy. 

1 Sievers docs not make a separate ehms of ‘‘ 'I’''!!” verbs. ITemo' (IIhhs 
III. (above) = Sievers’ Class IL, Class IV, (above) - Hievers' Class 111. 
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Class I(“Wean-Ween'’). 

83. Primary paradigms : 

(a) Original short stem : ivgnvxm, accustom (wean). 
{h) Original long stem : wenan, suppose (ween). 


Present Indicatue. 


Sing. 1, 

wgnne 

weiie 

2, 

wgnest 

wen(e)st 

3, 

wgneS 

wen(e)c5 



wena'5’ 


Present Subjunctive. 

Sing, 

wgnne 

wene 

Plar. 

wgnnen 

wenen 


Past Indicative. 


Sing, 1. 

wgnede 

wende 

2. 

wgnedest 

wendest 

3. 

wgnede 

wende 

Plur. 

wgnedon 

wend on 


Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. 

wgnede 

wende 

Plur. 

wgneden 

wend on 


Imperative. 


Sing, 2. 

wgne 

wen 

Plur, 2. 

wgnna(5 

wenah 


Infinitive. 


Bat. 

(to) wgnnanne 

wenanne ^ 


Participles. 


Pres, 

wgnnende 

wenende 

Past. 

gewgned [pi. gewgnede) 

geweiied {pi. gewende) 
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IsTotes. (1) As regards terminations, iv§nnan is the model 
of the original conjugation ef this class, the differences being 
due solely to syncope and apocope of e after an originally lo 7 ig 
syllable, * * 

(2) The double consonant of wgnnan is owing to the 
original y, before which every consonant except r was doubled 
after a short vowel, and to which the mutation of the root-vowel 
throughout tliis class is also due : such stems therefore were 
originally short. Gemination is found in all present forms 
except 2nd and Zrd sing. pres, and sing, imperative / it is absent 
in all past forrns. 

(3) Like ivenan are conjugated original long stems and 
all polysyllabic stems; like w^nnan, original short stems. 
The latter part of this rule, however, has important exceptions, 
as will be seen in the following sections. 

(4) In words like 

aherran, withdraw mierran, mar 

c§nnan, bring forth pyShn, puff 

cierran, turn stillan, still 

clyppan, embrace Sryccan, oppress 

cyssan, kiss w§mman, dejile 

iyWawJill yppan, reveal 

tlie double consonant is original (not a gemination before /), and 
therefore they are original long sterns^ and arc conjugated like 
wenan. 

(5) Glegan, call, in which the original j, is also conjugated like 
whinn: past clegde, pp. geeleged. 

(G) An occasional imperative sing, in -e is met with in long stems: 
liSri‘ = lxr, senile —send. 

1 It must always he home in mind that a syllable ending in two 
consonants is long. 
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84 


84, Secondary paradigms : n^rian, save ; gierwan, 
pare; swgbban, to sleep; sgtta'n, set; Igcgan, lay. 


PuESiNT Indicative. 


Sing. 1. 

ngrie 

gierwe 

swgbbe 

sgtte 

Igcge 

2. 

ngrest 

gierest 

swgfest 

sgt(e)st 


3. 

r 

giereS 




Plur. 

ngriaS 

gierwa'S 

swgbbaS 





Present Subjunctive. 



Sing. 

ngrie 

gierwe 

swgbbe 

sgtte 

Igcge 

Plur. 

ngrien 

gierweii 

swgbbeu 

sgtten 

Igcgen 



Past Indicative. 



Sing. 1. 

rigrede 

gierede 

swgfede 

sgtte 


2. 

ugredest 

gieredest 

swgfedest 

sgttest 

Iggdest 

3. 

ngrede 

gierede 

swgfede 

sgtte 

Iggde 

Plur, 

iigredon 

gieredon 

swgfedon 

sgtton 

logdon 



Past Subjunctive. 



Sing, 

ngrede 

gierede 

swgfede 


Iggde 

Plur, 

ngredeii 

giereden 

swgfeden 

sgtten 

Iggden 



Imperative. 



Sing, 2. 

ngre 

giere 

swgfe 

sgte 

Igge 

Plur. 2. 

ngriaS 

gierwatJ 

swgbbati 




Infinitive. 



Bat, (to) ngrianne 

gierwanne 

swgbbaniie 

sgttanne 

Igcganno 



Participles. 

f 


Pres, 

ngriende 

gierwende 

swgbbende 

sgttende 

Igcgende 

Past. 

geiigred 

gegier(w)ed 

geswgfed 

gesgt(t) 

gelggd, -led 

pL gongrede 

gegierede 

geswgfede 

gesgtte 

gelggde 
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§85 

Note. All these verbs, except gierwan (which is conjugated 
lil^e a short stem), were originally short stems. Sgttan and 
l(^cgan have conformed to the conjugation of wenan in the syncope 
of medial e. The conjugation of Tyrian, gUrwan and sw§bhan 
differs from that of w§nnan only in this : that wherever wgnnan 
simplifies to n, sw§bban simplifies bh to /, n§rian drops and 
gierwan drops w. 

85. N^rian. — R alone has not doubled before j after a 
short vowel. Like n§rian (§ 84) then are conjugated 

dorian, injure gebyrian, pertain 

^rian, plough (ear) spyrian, inquire 

f§rian, carry styrian, stir 

hgrian, praise 
wijrian, defend 

Moreover, verbs with root-final w, % s, S, have passed over 
from w§nnan to n§rlan even in EWS., so that we may also 
conjugate like the latter 

beh^lian, conceal trymian (4- trymman), confirm 

gr^mian {+ gr^mnian), jorovoke S^nian (-i- tS^nnan), stretch 
Igmian, oppress hrisian (+ hrissan), shake 

tgmian, tame wr§(5ian, support 

This reduces the verbs conjugated exactly like w§nnan to a very 

few, such as 

cnyssan, knock fr^raman, perform 

dynnan, resound hlynnan, 'resound 

in addition to gr§mman, etc., already given. 

Later, all the verbs mentioned in this §, tend to pass over 
into Class III (“Thook”), so that we find frgniian, wgnian ; past 
frpnode, trymode, and so on. 

Notr. Besides n§rian we find r^rqan, rqrigan, n^rigean, ririge, etc., but 
these probably show mere graphic variants of i (=J) before a and e. 
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86 , 87 


86. Gierwan, sw^bban, s^ttan, l^cgan (§ 84). 

'(i) Gienvan. Like this verb^’are conjugated 

sierwan, deceive sniie^wan, anoint wiclwan, roll 

Note. (1) In LWS., besides passing over to Class III (“Look”), 
sierian, etc., these verbs were sometimes conjugated witli lo throughout and 
sometimes without lo throughout, no two verbs being alike. 

(ii) Sw§bban. For hh <f +j cp. h§bban, § 80. Later, this verb 
also passed over into Class III (“ Look ”), sw§Jian, sw§fode, etc. 

(iii) S§Uan, Like s§ttan are conjugated all weak verbs 
ending in -tian, e.g. : 

hw^ttan, whet gndettan, coyifess 

l^ttan, hinder onettan, hasten 

licettan, simulate sarettan, grieve 

Notes. (2) Verbs in -ddan, like hr§ddan^ rescue, syncopate 
like sp^ttan in their past forms : hr^dde, gehr^dd. 

(8) The polysyllables retain the tt in the sing, imperative: dnette. 

(iv) L^cgan. Like l^cgan is conjugated lopcgayi, agitate, as 
regards the simplitication of eg to g-^ but past wggede, etc. 

87. 2nd and 3rd Sing. Present : Hides for Glasses I, 
and IL 

(1) Syncope of e is usual in original long stems ; in original 
short stems only after c, s and t, and occasionally after I and g. 
Exs. : wenest + wenst, wene^ + Wen’S, dmleS + dUilS ; cnys{eyS from 
cnyssan, s^tt from s^ttan, r§cS from r^ccan, wgeS from wgccan ; 

(2) Consonant-change in consequence of syncope takes 
place according to the rules laid down in § 69, wlienevcr the 
conditions there specified are present. Exs,^ {hw§teS>) hwgit 
from hwgttan ; fylleS >fyVS from fyllan j cySeS > cyS^f) from eijSan’, 
l^dest > iMst, IxdeS > iBtif) from Iwdan ; hydeS > hyiif) from h ydan; 
forieldeS>fofieltivomfonddan'y w^ideS>iognt from wgndan, and 
so on. 
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§88 

88. Past Tense. — Verbs that form their past tense by 
a<ilcling -da immediately to th^ root-syllable (including therefore 
all original long stems ; see § 83) are subject to the following 
rules : # , 

(1) Double root-finals are simplified: djierran, dfienle-, 
c§nnan, c^nds ; fyllan^ fylde. 


(2) After a voiceless root-final, c, t, x,ff, ss, -de> -te : 



Past 


Past 

drgncan, give to drink 

dr§ncte 

slffipan, sleep 

sl^pte 

dyppan, dip 

dypte 

metan, find 

mette 

liexan, shine 

liexte 

pyffan, pnff 

pyfte 

cyssan, hiss 

cyste 



(3) After a consonant -dde > . 

-de and -tte > -te : 


Qndwyrdan, answer 

Qndwyrde 

awestan, lay waste aweste 

SQndan, send 

sgnde 

fsestan, fasten 

fscste 

(4) > dd in later texts : cy^an (make known), cy^de and 

cijdde. 




(5) Verbs in consonant + Z, n, 

r, should have syllabic n, r, 

ill the past, but more 

fi-equently they take the ending 

^ede or wdei 

scglan, sail 

seglde 

bytlan, hnild 

by tied e 

Qfnan, perform 

§fnde - 1 - ^inede 


timbran, huild 

timbrede, timbrode. 



Ni^mnan (name) loses n: n^mde ( + n^node). 

Note. Later, these verbs formed presents also according to Class III 
(“Look ”) ; Umbrian, etc. 

(6) Apparently in imitation of verbs in Class II., verbs in c 
sometimes take lit for ct in the past tense and past part. : 

^ Past PP. 

ulgcc(e)an, fitter ol^nte + olfhte 

neah!ec(e)an, approach nealEcte -i- -liiehte 
iec(e)an, increase iecte -t- iehte 

(5rycc(e)an, oppress Srycte + Sryhte 


geleced + geieht 
geSrycced 
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89. Past Participle. 

(i) Uninflected. The uninfleqted pp. -usually ends in -ed,] 
but {a) after a vowel -ded as a rule > d{d\ and -ted > t{t), while 
(b) after consonant --i- d or ti the ending -ed was often dropped. 


Thus we find 
{a) tffilan, blame 
^ nitan, annoy 
tobr^dan, scatter 
liedan, lead 
geeabmedan, hwnhh 
underc^edan, stihdvs 
(h) begyrdan, surround 
scieldan, shield 
s§ndan, send 
Qndwyrdan, answer 
befjestan, secure 
atyhtan, entice 


'pp. get^led (+ getield) 
geniet(t) 
tobr^d(d) 

geSa‘(5med{e)(d) ^ 

under5ied(e)(d)^ 

begyrd(e)(d)‘ 

gescield(ed) 

ges2nd(ed) 

get>ndwyrd 

atyht 


(ii) Injlected. In original short stems there is syncope of c. 
only after d, t. In original long stems, syncope of e is usual 
before a termination beginning with a vowel ; but unsyncopated 
forms are also common, except after d, t After a voiceless 
consonant d > ^ as in the past tense. Exs. : 



Uninfiected 

Inflected {pi.) 

Short cnyssan, knock 

gecnysed 

gccnysede 

s^ttan, sei 

gese,t(t) 

gesi^tte 

Long fyllan, fill 

gefylled 

gefylde 

cySan, make known 

gecyb'ed 

gecybcle {hder 



gecydde) 

n§mnan, name 

gen§mned 


bestjncan, immerse 

besQnced 

bcsQncte 

awiergan, curse 

awierged 

awierg(e)(lo 

leeclan, lead 

gelffid(e)(d) 

gelffidde. 


Of course pps. that syncopate in the uninflectcd form (nora, sing.) 
remain syncopated in infiection. 


^ That is, the three extant forms are geea'^mHed, gem^medd, geed^mcd. 
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Class ir (“Tell”). 

90. A small class of about twenty verbs, with roots ending 
in c, g, I, originally joined the endings of the past tense and past 
participle immediately to the root-syllable, i.e. without an inter- 
vening i. In consequence, whereas the vowel of the present 
is mutated, the past forms usually retain the original ■\'»owel. 
Boots ending in c or ^ had (from the Germanic period) ht in the 
past tense and past participle. Below are the principal parts of 
the chief of these verbs, divided into {a) original short stems, 


{b) original long stems. 



Injin. 

Past 

Pl\ 

(a) cw(jllari, kill 

cwealde (§137) 

gecweald 

s^llan, give 

sealde 

geseald 

st^llan, place 

stealde 

gesteald 

t§llan, tell 

tealde 

geteald 

cw§cc(e)an, shake 

cweahte (§ 137) 

gecweaht 

dr§cc(e)an, vev 

dreahte 

gedreaht 

l^cc(e)an, moisten 

leahte 

geleaht 

rgcc(e)an, explain 

reahte 

gereaht 

strgcc(e)an, stretch 

streahte 

gestreaht 

?5gcc(e)an, cover 

Seahte 

geSeaht 

wgcc(e)an, wake 

weahte 

geweaht 

bycg(e)an, buy 

bohte (§ 129) 

geboht 

(b) bepSc(e)an, deceive 

bep^hte 

bepaht 

r 0 ec(e)an, reach 

rmhte 

ger^ht 

t«c(e)an, teach 

tmhte 

getifiht 

[rec(e)an >] recc(e)an, reck rohte 


sec(e)an, seek 

sohte 

gesoht 

wyrc(e)an, %uork 

worhte (§ 129) 

geworht 

iSgnc( 0 ^an, think 

Sohte (§ 152) 


Sync(e)an, seem 

Suhte 

geSuht 

brgng(e)an, bring 

brohte (§ 152} 

gebroht 


W. 
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Notes. (1) For the intrusive e, so often found wherever e ov g was 
originally followed hyj, see § 34, N. 6. , 

(2) Verbs in -gcc frequently borrow the f of the pres, in the past tense 
and pp., even in EWS.t l§hte, g^r^ht, etc. 

(3) The usual past forms of lepascan, rskan, tmariy have borrowed the 
vowel of the present, but rahtey tdhte and -tdht occur in EWS. 

(4) For hr^ngan, the strong hringan (rare pp. bmngen) of Class Illb 
(“Drink”), is more often found. 

(5) Occasional pps. according to Class I, are met with, such as onst^led, 
get^Jed. 

(6) It is exceedingly good practice for the student to explain, by the aid 
of Part II., the relations between the vowels of the present and those of the 
past forms of these verbs. It is therefore not done for him here, but the 
following notes may help him in some of the chief difficulties ; 

cw^llan etc.— there is no breaking in OB. before ll<l+j (§ 137). 

'^^ncan—%dhte<*Wite<Gevm&mQ pmlifa; so hrdliie. 

iSgncan~iSilhte< Germanic punhta, with lengthening (as above) in com- 
pensation for the loss of the nasal. 


Paradigms : (a) Original short stems, (fllan. 

(b) Original long stems, secan. 


Present Indicative, 


Sing. 1. 

tglle 

s§ce 

% 

tgl(e)st 

s5c(e)st 

3, 

tel(e)?S 

S5c(e)b’ 

Plur. 

tgllaS 



Present Subjumtive. 

• 

Sing, 

t§lle 

sSce 

Flwr, 

tgllen 

sScen 
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S 


Past Indicaiwe. 


8mg, 1, 

tealde 

• 

s6hte 

2. 

tealdest 


• sohtest 

3. 

tealde 


sohte 

PluT, 

tealdon 

Past Subjunctive. 

sdhton 

Sing. 

tealde 


sohte 

Plw\ 

tealden 

Imperative. 

sohten 

Sing. 2. 

t§le 


sgc 

Phr. 2. 

t§lla?y 

Infinitive. 

secaS 

Bat. 

(to) t§llanne 

Participles. 

secanne 

Pres, 

t^llende 


secende 

Past. 

geteald 


gesoht 


Notes. (7) It is obvious that the only important difference 
between the above paradigms and those of § 83 is in the change 
of vowel in the past forms of t^llan and mean, 

(8) Like are conjugated all the original short stems, 
i.e. stems with a short vowel followed by a doubled consonant 
(< consonant + j) ; like slean^ all the original long stems, i.e. those 
with a long vowel, and those with a short vowel followed by two 
(different) consonants. 
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Class III (“Look”). 

91. The verbs of this class are very numerous ; so are those 
of Class I. ; together they^ outnumber all the other classes, 
strong and weak. “ Look ’’-verbs ‘all have infinitive in 4an 
(except the few contracted verbs in -gan^-jan) : the root- vowel 
is mutated only in the case of a few late formations, from nouns 
and adjs. with mutated vowels, such as §ndian, to end, from §nde, 
and grenian^ to become green, from grene. 


Paradigm : locian, look 



Present 

Indkatim. 

Past 

Sing. 1. 

locie 

locode 

2. 

locast 

locodest 

3. 

lOcaS 

lOcode 

Plur. 

lociatS 

Subjunctive. ' 

l5codon (-edon) 

Sing. 

locie 

locode 

Hut. 

lOcien 

Imperative. 

loca, lociaS 

Infinitive. 
locian, dat. -anne 

IScoden 


Participles. 

lociende aelocod 

Notes. (1) Note that the -atS, which in every other class 
marks the pres, plural, here marks the 3rd sing, pres., while the 
plural has -mS. 

(2) The present stems of this class originally ended in -ojo, which did 
not cause mutation of the root-vowel j hence the rarity of mutated root- 
vowels in these verbs. The original y is preserved not only in the contracted 
verbs, but in the common variants ige for ie and iga, igea for ia : locigey 
locigen^ locigende, ldcig{e)afS, lZcig{e)an. 

(3) For -ode, -od, we find less freciueutly -ade^ -tide, -ad, -ud, rarely -ede, 
-ed. 
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§92 

92. Contracted Verbs. 

Paradigms : freog[e)an^ love ; smeag(e)an, consider. 


PiiESENT Indicative. * 


Sing. 1. 
2. 

3. 

freoge 

freest 

froo'S 

smOage 

smeast 

smeatS % 

Flur. 

freog(e)a?y 

sm6ag(e)a5 

Sing. 

Flur. 

Present Subjunctive. 

freoge 

freogen 

smeage 

smeagen 

Sing. 1. 
2. 
3. 

Past Indicative. 

freode 

frSodest 

freode 

smSade 

smeadest 

smeade 

Flur. 

freodon 

smeadon 

Sing. 

Flur. 

Past Subjunctive. 

frSode 

freoden 

smeade 

smeaden 

Sing. % 
Flur. 2. 

Imperative. 

frgo 

freog(e)a?J 

smSa 

smeag(e)a3 


Infinitive. 

freog(e)an 

sm0ag(e)an, smSan 

Fres. 

Fast. 

Farticiples. 

freogende 

gofreod 

smSagende 

gesmead 

The following verbs are conjugated 



like freogdn 
feJgan, hate 
tSogan, ordain 
twoogan, doubt 

like smmgan 

Sreagan, rebulce 


SGdg{e)mf shoe, has past scode, pp. gesc^d. 
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Class IV : Mixed Verbs. 

93. Here belong a few verbs which are conjugated partly 
like Class I. and partly like Class III. Fyl(j{e)an^ folgian^ follow, 
is completely conjugated according to botli classes : past fylgde^ 
folgode^ etc. The four verbs hahban, have, libban, live, s§cg(e)an, 
say, and hycg{e)an^ think, are given in full below, with the parts 
that (belong to each class in separate columns. 



Class I. 

Class ni. 

Class I. 

Class 



Pkesent Indicaim. 



Sing. 1. 

haebbe 


libbe 


2. 

hsefst 

bafast 


liofast 

3. 

beefs 

bafaS 


liofatJ 

Plur, 1 

babbaS 

baebba^y 

Present Subjunctive 

libbat? 


Sing. 

bsebbe 


libbe 


Plur. 

baebben 

Past Indicative. 

libben 


Sing. 1. 

bsefde 


lifde 


2. 

beefdest 


lifdest 


3. 

bsefde 


lifde 


Plur, 

baefdon 

Past Subjunctive. 

lifdon 


Sing. 

baefde 


lifde 


Plur. 

bsefden 

Imperative. 

lifden 


Sing. 2. 
Plur. 2. 

(babbaS 

bafa 

libbatS 

liofa 


lbsebba?S 

Infinitive 




habban 

Participles 

libban ^ 


Pres. 

baebbende 


libboude 

lifiende 

Past. 

gebsofd 


gclifd 
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Class I. 

Class in. 

Class I. 

Class III. 



Presejjt Indicatim. 



Sing. 1. 

seege 


hyege 


2. 

ssegst, s§gst 

sagast * 

liyg(e)st 

liogast 

3. 

s^g3, s§g3 

sagaS 

hyg(e)S 

hogaS 

Phr. 

s§cg(e)aiS 

Present Subjunctive. 

hycg(e)a0 

% 

Sing. 

s§cge • 


hyege 


Plur. 

s^egen 

Past Indkatire. 

hyegen 


Sing. 1. 

ssegde, saede 

(§ 98. 2) hogde 

hogode 

2. 

ssegdest, seedest 

hogdest 

hogodest 

3, 

ssegde, ssede 


hogde 

hogode 

Plw. 

ssegdon, scedon 

hogdon 

hogedon 



Past Subjunctive. 



Sing. 

ssegde, ssede 


hogde 

hogode 

Plur. 

ssegden, sseden 

hogden 

hogoden 



Imperative. 



Sing. 2. 

s§ge 

saga 


hoga 

Plur. 2. 

sgcg(e)a3 

Infinitive. 

hycg(e)aS 



s§cg(e)an 

Participles. 

hycg(e)an 


Pres. 

sgegende 


hyegende 



Past. gessegd, geseed gehogod 

Notes. (1) To Class III. belong originally only the 2nd and 3rd 
sing. pres, indie, and the 2nd sing, imperative, to Class I. all the other 
‘present forms. The past was formed by adding -c?e, the past part, by 
adding -c?, immediately to the root-syllable, and therefore not strictly 
on the analogy of any class; but the original past forms are given 
under Class L, because they closely resemble those of that class. 

(2) A negative form of habhan is formed by prefixing ne : nahban, 
ncefdej gencefd ; which is conjugated throughout like habhan. 
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(3) Present forms of lihhan with, jt, fg, for hh, lifian, Ufgan^ etc., are not 
imcommon, but are properly dialectal. Eo regularly replaces io in lat^r 
forms, leofa'^, etc., and then we have pasl forms leofode, gelcojod. 

(4) leioan, show, Class I., has also an infln. lowian, Class III., and an 
odd combination of the two eowan. The following forms occur in EWS.: 


Infill, 

iewan 

eowian 

eowan 

pres. 


eowa'S 

eowe'S 

Subj. pres. 

iewe 

eowi(g)e 


Past. 

iewde 

(LWS. eowode) 

eowde 

Past part. 

geiewed {pi. geiewde) 

geeowod 



94. How to tell the Class of a Weak Verb. 

We are now in a position to tell the class of any weak verb 
without difficulty (apart from the uncertainty due to verbs of 
Class I. passing over to Class III., see §§ 85, 86, 88). 

[a) The verbs of Class II. Tell and Class IV. (Mixed) 
are all mentioned in §§ 90, 93 ; the only uncertainty therefore is 
between Classes I. and III. 

(5) Verbs in -an belong to Class I ; 

„ „ 4an „ „ „ III., except those named in 

§ 85 (all short stems). 

(c) Verbs with mutated root-vowel belong to Class I . ) 

„ „ unmutated „ „ „ HI. ; 

but a few long stems in ~{an belonging to Class III., such as 
gndian^ have a mutated vowel as explained in § 91. 


III. PAST-PRESENT VERBS. 

95. There are twelve verbs in OE. whose presents are old 
strong past tenses, from which new weak past''tenses have been 
formed. Hence they are often called “ Preteritffe-Present” 
and also “Strong- Weak ” verbs. Their past tenses are conjugated 
like those of regular weak verbs. Their presents retain two 
traces of the older conjugation of strong past tenses, in the 2nd 
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sing, in -t without cliange of vowel, and in the mutated vowel 
of the subjunctive (although, Jbhrough leveling, unmutated vowels 
occur more frequently). Other present parts, infinitive, imperative, 
etc., were formed from the past-present pl«.ral, but in most of 
these verbs some parts are missing. Above each verb is stated 
the gradation class to which its past-present belongs, but in some 
instances there have been changes from the original stem-jowels. 
Infinitives in square brackets are not found. 



I(<‘ 

Shine”)* 

II (“Creep”). 

III (“Drink”). 











Present Indicative. 


Sing. 1. 

wat, hioio 

ag (ah), possess dSag (dsah), avail qn(n)j grant 

2. 

wast 

ahst 



3. 

wat 

ag(ah) 

deag (deah) 

9n(n) 

Flur, 

witon 

%on 

dugon 

unnon 



Present Subjunctive. 


Sing. 

wite 

age 

dyge, dugo 

unne 

Plwr. 

witen 

agen 

dygen, dugen 

unnen 



Past Indicative. 


Sing. 1. 

wiste 

ahte 

dohte 

Q?fe 

2. 

wistest 

ahtest 

dohtest 

finest 

3, 

wiste 

ahte 

dohte 

QSe 

Plur. 

wiston 

ahton 

dohton 

uSon 



Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. 

wiste 

ahte 

dohte 


Plur. 

wisten 

ahten 

dohten 





Imperative. 


Sing. 2. 

wite 

ago 


(ge)unne 

Plur. 2. 

wita’cJ 

iiga'S 


uuiia'S 




Injimlive. 




agan 

dugan 

unimn 




Participles. 


Pres. 

witeudo 

agciidc 

dug('.iido 

unnen do 

Past. 

(ge) witen 

agcii (adj.), own 

geunnen 
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III (“Drink”). Ill (“Help”). 


IV (“Bear”). 


Peesent Indicative. 

Sing. 1. CQn(n), dear(r), dare &eari, need 

know {how to) 

2. cgnst dearst ?iearffc 

CQn(n) dearr JSearf 

Plur. oimnon durron Surfon 


(ge)mgn, remember 

(ge)mQnst 

(ge)m(2n 

(ge)munon (-a2f) 


Peeseno? Subjunctive. 

Sing, cunne djrre, durre Syrfe, ‘(Surfe (ge)myne, (ge)mune 
ounnen dyrren, durren ‘(Sjrfen, tJurfen (ge)mynen, (ge)munen 


Past Indicative. 


Sing. 1. cfl?Je 

2. caiSest 

3. cm 

dorste 

dorstest 

dorste 

ill 

(ge)munde 

(ge)mundest 

(ge)mimde 

caSon 

dorston 

tSorfton 

(ge}muiidon 



Past Subjunctive. 


Sing. ctl??e 

Plur. ca^ien 

dorste 

dorsten 

Sorfte 

Sorftea 

(ge)mund 0 

(ge)munden 

1. 2. 

\2. 


Imperative. 

(ge)mmi(e) 

(ge)muna‘(y 



Injinitive. 


cunrian 

[durran] 

Surfan 

(go)munan 



Participles. 


Pres. 

Past. J(ge)ounnen 

[cas (adj.), knovm 

ffearfende 

(ge)miinGnd 0 

(ge)muueiQ 



VERBS. 


107 


IV (“Bear”). V (“Tread”). VI (“Bare”). 

Present Indicative. 

Sing. 1. sceal, must mseg, can • pers. mot, may 

2. scealt meaht, milat only most 

3. sceal mseg be-, ge-neab, mot 

suffices 


Plur. 

sculon, sceolon 

magon 

-nugon 

moton 



Present Subjunctive. 


Sing. 

scyle, scale 

msege 

-nuge 

mote 

Plur. 

scylen, sculen 

msDgen 

-nugen 

moten 



Past Indicative. 



Sing. 1. 

sc(e)olde 

meahte, mihte 


mSste 

2. 

sc(e)oldest 

meahtest, mihtest 


mostest 

3. 

sc(e)olde 

meahte, mihte 

-nohte 

moste 

Plur. 

sc(e)oldon 

meahton, mihton 

-nohton 

moston 



Past Subjunctive. 



Sing. 

sc(e)olde 

meahte, mihte 

-nohte 

moste 

Plur, 

8c(e)olden 

meahten, mihten 

-nohten 

mosten 



Imperative. 



Sing. 2. 
Plur. 2. 


Infinitive, 




sculan 

[magan] 

[-nugan] 

[motan] 



Participles. 




Pres. 

Past. 


Notes. •(!) For witan, etc., we find in EWS. wiotan^ wietmi^ etc. 
(by o-mutation). Another form of the past tense in EWS. is wisse. 
The negative form of witan is nytan, with y throughout. 

(2) Agan has a negative form nagan^ ndhy etc. 
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IV. ANOMALOUS VERBS. 

96. Eour anorwalous ve^bs in OE. are of very frequent 
occurrence: (a) heon, wesan, be, (6) dm^ do; (c) gdn, go; 
[d) willm^ will. 

(ay Been, wesan, be. 



Present 

Indicative, 

Past 

Sing. 1. 

eom 

bco 

woes 

2. 

eart 

hist 

w^re 

3. 

is 

bi(5 

wses 

Plw. 

sind, sintj 

h6ot) 

w^ron 


si(e)ndon 

Subjunctive, 


Sing. 

sle 

boo 

wmre 

Phr. 

slen 

beon 

wseren 



Imperative. 



weSj wesa?5 

beo, beO(5 

Infinitive. 



wesan 

beon, dat. beonno 
Participles. 



wesencle 

beonde 

wanting 


Notes. (1) The forms of this verb beginning with a vowel 
and all the past tense are compounded with ne, not : neom, nis, 
nm, rmron, etc. 

(2) The -m of eom is almost the sole reminder of the fact that all these 

anomalous verbs once belonged to the class of verbs in mi {cp. Greek 

# 

(3) The above verb is from three distinct roots; the forms beginning 
with h from one, those with w-hom a second, and all the others from a 
third. 
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(J) 

Don, do. 



• 

Present 


Past 



Indicative. 


Bing. 1. 

d6 


, dyde 

.2. 

dSst 


dydest 

3. 

detS 


dyde 

riuT. 

do^S 

SubjuThCtive. 

dydon 

Sing. 

d5 


dyde 

Plur. 

dun 

Imperative. 

dyden 


do, dog 

Infinitive. 



don, dat. dOnne 




Participles. 



donde 


gedOn 

(<=) 

Gan, go. 

Indicative. 


Sing. 1. 

ga 


Sode 

2. 

gaest 


eodest 

3. 

gsg 


Oode 

Plur. 

gag 

Subjunctive. 

Sodon 

Sing. 

ga 


eode 

Plur. 

gan 

Imperative. 

Soden 


ga, gaS 

Infinitive. 



gan, dat. ganne- 




Participles. 



* gande 


gegaa 


Note. (4) With this verb cp. the reduplicating verb gong(m 
(§ 79), with which it is synonymous. 
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(d) Willan, will. 



Present 

Indicative. 

Fast 

Sing. 1. 

2. 

3. 

wille, wife 
wilt 

wile, wiUe 


wolde 

woldest 

wolde 

PluT, r 

willa?S 


woldon 

Sing. 

Plw. 

wil(l)e 

willen 

Sidg^inctive. 

wolde 

wolden 

Plur. 2. 

[nyllatf, nellatJ] 

Imperative. 



willan 

Infinitive. 



willende 

Participle. 



Note. (5) Willan unites with ne to form a negative verb, which 
has y or c for i throughout the present : nyl(l)e, nel{l)e, nolde, etc. In 
WS, no imperative is found but the negative plural. 
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97. In this Part the attempt is made to give such an 
account of the principal sound-changes that took place between 
the Germanic period and the end of the Old English period, 
as will suffice for the intelligent comprehension of the Accidence 
in Part I. While no difficulty has been shirked, it goes without 
saying that many difficulties are excluded from the scope of 
an elementary text-book. The limits and order of exposition 
adopted it will be convenient to state succinctly here. Attention 
is given almost exclusively to the vowels of stressed syllables; 
the vowels of unstressed syllables are included only so far as they 
are essential to the understanding of the changes in stressed 
vowels ; a few paragraphs are devoted to the most important 
changes in consonants. No more is said about changes that 
took place between Indo-Germanic and Germanic (see the table, 
§ 1), or during the Germanic period, than is necessary for the 
explanation of subsequent changes. A few developments mani- 
fested after the Early West Saxon period are mentioned for the 
sake of completeness, but in each case it is clearly indicated that 
they are late. 

The order o$ exposition is this: {a) Starting with the 
Germanic system of stressed vowels, we find the normal equi- 
valent of each vowel-sound in OE., which gives us the series of 
OE. primary vowels (§§ 100 — 112). These arc then included 
in a comparative table with those of other Germanic languages 
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(§ 113). (5) The sound-changes, which produced the secondary or 
derivative vowels, are next dealt ^yith separately, and examples 
given under each head (§§ 114—62). (c) The upward history 

of each OE. stressed vowel -and diphthong, both primary and 
secondary, is given in tabular form (§ 163). {d) The principal . 

phenomena seen in the development of the OE. consonants are 
briefly set forth (§§ 164 — 9). 


STEESSED VOWELS. 

A DOWNWARD HISTORY.— OE. Primary Vowels. 

98. At the close of the Germanic period, i.e. before the 
death of the parent language in giving birth to dialects which 
became the Germanic languages, the system of stressed vowels 
was as follows: 

e, o<^), u; e, tw, d, uW ; ai, au, eu (m<®)). 

Notes. (1) This i includes, not only original i, but the i that arose from 
e in the Germanic period, (a) before nasal •+ consonant, whence the difference 
of Towel in OE. drincan and helpan belonging to the same class of strong 
verbs; (&) before i or j in the same or tlio next syllable, whence the difference 
of vowel in OE. biddan {<bedjan) and the past part, geheden. 

(2) Germanic had lost original o, as may be seen by a comparison of 
Lat. hortus with Gothic yards, Eng. yard. Every Germanic o in stressed 
syllables, then, had arisen during the Germanic period in accordance with 
the following important law: earlier Germanic u>o under the influence of 
original o or a in the next syllable; but if (a) nasal + consonant or (6) i or y 
intervened, u was protected from change. This law has the most marked 
and important bearings on OB. phonology. Thus, on (a) depends the 
difference between such OE. past parts, as gcdrxtncen {Clas.s 3b) and all strong 
past parts, with root-vowel o (Classes 2, 3a, 4). For the vowel of the ending 
-m was a in Germanic, and this, according to the law, caused the change 
0 in all strong past parts, where u was not protected by nasal -f consonant. 
Again, on a knowledge of (6) depends the understanding of OS. f-mutation. 
For whereas in OE. gold,, being an o-stem, the original u of the root>o in 
Germanic under the influence of the following o ; in the derivative adjective 


1 The numbers in brackets refer to the notes. 
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gylden, the original i of the ending -en ( < in) protected the u of the root 
from change until the period of the OE. f-mutation. 

(3) Similarly, Germanic had lost original d, as may be seen by com- 
paring Lat. frdter with OE. h-o^or. Ever^ Germanic a in stressed syllables 
had arisen in the Germanic period from a+nh which >di-h, with com- 
pensatory lengthening for the loss of the nasal. Thus Germanic d is found 
only before h. 

(4) In the same way Germanic 

and ,, u+nn>u-^ii’, 

but, unlike d, these are not the only t and u in Germanic, 

(5) Germanic iu<eu, just as ice, before i or j. Hence no Germanic e 
or eu, but i and iu, came down to prehistoric OE. in words in which there 
was originally a following i or j. 


99. The West Germanic (see § 1) system of stressed vowels 
differed in only one particular from that of Germanic ; 

Germanic a > West Germanic 
hut ,, ^ u. 

Apart from this last vowel, it is immaterial whether we make 
Germanic or West Germanic the point from or to which we trace 
the OE. vowels. In dealing with this particular vowel due care 
must be taken. With this caution we proceed to trace seriatim 
the normal developments of the Germanic vowels as given m§ 98. 
It must be borne in mind that all changes in stressed voivels that 
come under the special fhenormna dealt with in ^ Hi foil are 
excluded from §§ 100 — 13. 


100. (West) Germanic a>(i) OE. a, (ii) OE. se. 

(i) OE. a is found, i.e. Germanic a remains, in open 
syllables (i.e. before a single consonant) followed by a guttural 
vowel (a, 0 , u) or by an e or i weakened from o ov u‘. far an, 
to go, and the o^her verbs of the 6th strong class \ gafol, tax ; 
ld6ung, invi^tion • M5ian (i < o), invite. 

Notes. (1) OE. a is rarely found in closed syllables: 
habban ; nabhan \ appla, plur. of aeppel, apple ; assa, ass j asce, 
ashes ; and a few less common words. 

W. 


8 
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(2) OE. a is always found in the imperative sing, of strong 
verbs of Class 6 : far from/amw. ^ , , 

(ii) In most other instances— apart from the special influences 
and sound-changes 'which afe dealt with in § 114 foil. — a>3e. 
This must be regarded as the normal development, just as that of 
a is to It is the rule in closed syllables, and before an e which 
is not weakened from o or u: dseg, day ; f(rt, vessel ; hlizc, black j 
hxT, tmdi and the other past sings, of the 4th and 5tli strong 
classes; hence in can, a “past-present” of the 5th class; 
Irs&gd^ past of hregdan, brandish (§74, e. f.); dmges, dxge, etc.; 
fxder (e<a); ^cer, field ; fair, 

Note. (3) OE. « is steadfast in the gen. and dat. sing, 
of masculine and neuter nouns of the ordinary declension, such 
as d&g,fs&t, above; but in all open syllables of adjectives and 
verbs where would be normal, a is carried over from forms 
where a is normal : hwate, instrumental masc. and neut. sing, and 
nom. acc. masc. pi. of hwxt^ active ; hwates, gen. sing. masc. and 
neuter, on the analogy of hwatu^ hv)ata, hwatum ; so fare^ faren, 
farmde^ following faran^ etc. 

101, (W.) Germ, e often remains in OE. ; e.g. in many verbs 
of the 3rd, 4th and 6th strong classes, such as helpan, heran^ 
brecan, tredaUj pp. getreden^j and in feld^ field; hdm^ helmet; 
weg, way, etc. 

102. (W.) Germ, i (see § 98, Note 1) often remains in OE. ; 
e.g. in the past plural and past part, stems of strong verbs of the 
1st Class: seine, scinon, gescinen, etc.; in the prons. ic, me, hit", 
in the “past-present” verb witmi", in is, is; in fisc, fish; 
micel, great, etc.; in verbs of the strong Glass Illb (“Drink”): 
dfincan, wiman, fight, etc. ; in blind, blind ^ in the 2nd and 
3rd sing, of strong verbs of the 3rd, 4th and 5th Classes: 
hilpst, hilp’^ from helpan ; hir(e)st, hir{e)6 from beran ; itst, itt from 
etan", and in “weak presents” of the 5th Class of strong verbs; 
hiddan, ask; sittan, etc, 
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Notes. (1) (W.) Germ, i has weakened to e in mec^ me, and in several 
jjtjier pronominal forms in which the e was subsequently lengthened, e.g. 
me, to me, me (see § 161). 

(2) OE. i is replaced by y (sometimes e) in the negative forms of witan 
and willan, nytan, nyllan {nellan), etc.f and occasionally in other words, 
especially in LWS. Cp. the replacement oi EWS. ie by LWS. y (§ 116). 

103. (W.) Germ, o (see § 98, N. 2) usually remains in OE,; 
e.g. in past parts, of Classes II., Ilia, and IV. of strong verbs : 
geboden, geholpenj geboren j and in 

gold, gold wolG(e)n, cloud folgian, to follow 

scop, bard scotung, shot ofer, over 

corn, corn 

and many other words. 

Note. (W.) Germ, o > w in a number of words, e.g. 
sugu, sow wull, wool lufian, to love 

fugol, bird bucca, buck cnucian, to knock 

ivXi^full rust, rust ufan, above 

lufu, love wulf, wolf furSor, further (cp. 

for'6) 

For this change no reason has been assigned. 

104. (W.) Germ, n often remains; e.g. in past plurals of 
the 2nd and 3rd Classes of strong verbs : hudon^ hulpon^ d/rmicon'y 
in past parts, of Class Illb. : gedruncen] and in 

sunu, son hunger, hunger unc, (to) us two 

grund, ground burg, stronghold lungre, quickly 

Note. (W.) Germ. u>o in. the stressed prefix or- (out of, 
without) ; e.g. 

orl§ge, war orsorg (= Lat. se- curus) 

orCgnc, skill ormod, despondent 

105. Germ* i = W. Germ, d (§ 99) > (i) OE. a, (ii) usually 
OE, se. * 

(i) OE. a is found, i.e. W. Germ, d remains, (1) before w‘. 
e.g. the past plural etc. of scon, sdwon, cldwu (claw), tdwian 

8—2 
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(prepare), and the foreign word pawa (peacock). (2) In an 
open syllable before a guttural v,owel, interchanging with-^: 
sldpan oo slMpan, to sleep ; Idgon cc iMgorij past pi. of licgan ; Idc- 
nian oc l^cnian (i < ^), to heakj mdgas oc mxgas^ mdgum cc mxgwn^ 
pL of mSy, kinsman. 

(ii) OE. (WS.) ^ is the normal development of Germanic d 
through W. Germ, a, just as OE. ^ is of Germ, a (cp. § 100). 
Examples are seen in the past pis. of strong Classes IV. and V. ; 
ha&Ton, trBdon\ in some Eeduplicating verbs, iMan^ etc.; in the 
privative prefix M-, e.g. ^men, uninhabited ; and in r^d (‘ rede ’), 
Wc^pn (weapon), str^i (< L. strata), etc. 

Eiote. Germanic d (§ 98, K 3)>OE. 5; but as this is in 
reality a case of nasal influence it is dealt with in § 152. 

106. (W.) Germ, e is the only letter that passed into 
English without undergoing any change. It is of comparatively 
rare occurrence. Exs. : her, here ; med, reward ; and past tenses 
in e of Eeduplicating verbs : let, slepon, etc. (Sievers). 

107. (W.) Germ. i> OE. I in the great majority of instances; 
e.g. all the present parts of strong verbs of Class I. : semm, scln, 
sdnende, etc. ; ofer^iJdS (§§ 81 and 98, N. 4) from o/er^eon (excel) ; 
Ilf (life), wls (wise), wuian (to direct), etc. 

108. (W.) Germ, o almost always > OE. d ; e.g. past tenses 
of strong verbs of Class VI. : for, for on; hence in mdl (may), a 
“ past-present ” of Class VI. ; some Eeduplicating verbs ; 

bl5wan, to hloo7n growan, to grow swogan, to sound 

and in 

dSm, doom ofost, haste swOte, sweetly 

wroht, accusation god, good sohte, sought 

109. (W.) Germ, u almost always remains ifi OE.; e.g, 
aorist-presents of the 2nd class of strong verbs: lucan (lock), 
hugan (bow), etc. ; tun (enclosure), fijil (foul), rum (roomy), mhte 
(see § 98, E. 4) from ^yncan (seem). 
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§§ 110—113 

110. (W.) Germ. ai>OE. a usually; e.g. the past sing, of 
the 1st class of strong verbs : §ta(j from stlgan (ascend), scm from 
soman (shine); hence in wdt (know), dg (possess), ‘‘past-presents” 
of Class I. ; in some Ileduplicating.^erbs ; • 


hatan, command 

lacan, ^day 

swapan, sweep 

and in 



Stan, stone 

an, one 

ma, more 

sar, wound 

hal, hale 


111. (W.) Germ, au > OE, ea usually 

; e.g. the past sing, of 

strong verbs of Class 11. : creap from creopan (creep), ceas from 

ceosan (choose); hence 

in deag (avails), a 

“past-present” of th(> 

same class; Reduplicating verbs with root-vowel ea\ heatan 

(beat), heawan (hew), etc.; 


deaS, death 

heah, high 

eac, ehe 

heafod, head 
gare, ear 

gleaw, prudent 

tieah, though 

112. (W.) Germ. 

eu>OE. eo (to) invariably; e.g. strong 

verbs of Class 11. : 



creopan, creep 

seoSan, seethe 

hreowan, rue ; 

and 



deor, animal 

Seod, nation 

getreow, true 

hreow, regret 

deop, deep 

seoc, sick 


leoht, light 

alternating with crlopan^ dlor, lloht^ Stod, d%op, sioc^ etc. 

Notes. (1) (W.) Germ, exi occasionally remains unchanged in the 
oldest texts : '^euw=^eow, servant. 

(2} (W.) Germ, iu arose only before i or j (see § 98, N. 5), which 
subsequently caused mutation to ie in the OE. period. See § 126. 

• 

113. IJhe following table shows the normal correspondences 
between the stressed vowels of Germanic, Gothic, Icelandic, Old 
High German and Old English. To include in such a table the 
special developments dealt with in the succeeding paragraphs, 



118 PHONOLOGY. ' §113 

especially where they are as numerous as in Icelandic and Old 
English, would simply he to rob the^able of any use it may h 


NOEMAL COREESPONDENCES OE STRESSED 
"" YOWELS. 


Germanic 

GotMc 

Icelandic 

OHG. 

OE. 

a 

a 

a 

a 

se (a) 

e 

i, ai (= §) 

e 

e 

e 

i 

i, ai(=g) 

i 

i 

i 

0 

u, aii (= q ) 

0 

0 

0 

u 

u, au (= y) 

u 

u 

u 

a (§ 08, N. 3) 

a 

a 

a 

0 

ie (W. Germ, a) 

e 

a 

a 

ie (a) 

g 

e 

e 

ie 

e 

i 

ei(=l) 

i 

i 

i 

5 

0 

<5 

UO (lUl) 

0 

u 

u 

u 

ii 

u 

ai 

4i 

ei 

ei,(5) 

a 

au 

4u 

au 

ou (o) 

ea 

eu 

iu 


eo, io (iu) 

So 
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B. THE OLD ENGLISH SOUND-LxiWS. 

9 « 

114. Under the above convenient and comprehensive head- 
ing it is proposed to trace the chief developments of the G-ermanic 
stressed vowels {ajpart from the normal correspondences), which 
took place in the OE. period, prehistoric and historic. ‘O'nder 
this heading are included (a) Changes due to following vowels, 
(5) to neighbouring consonants, (c) to the loss of consonants; 
{d) Lengthening and Shortening. Following this arrangement 
the laws of sound-change are considered under the following 
names : 

[а) L /“ or /-Mutation (Mut.). 

11. U- or 0-Mutation {Z7-Mut.). 

(б) HI. Palatal Mutation (Mut. Pal), 

IV. Breaking (Brk®). 

V. Glide-Diphthongisation (Glide-Diph.), 

VI. Palatal Diphthongisation (Pal. Diph.). 

VII. „ Monophthongisation (Pal, Mon.). 

VIII. Influence of preceding W (F-Iiifl ). 

IX. „ following W (Infl.-IV.). 

X. „ „ Nasal (Infl.-Ak). 

(c) XL 'Lengthening in compensation for lost Nasal 
(Loss-F). 

XII. Contraction (Contr.). 

XIII. LeJigthening in compensation for loss oi G ov E 
m (Loss-0, Loss-ZT). 

{d) XIV. Lengthening (Length®). 

XV, Shortening (Short®). 
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The foregoing names (if sometimes clumsy) are significant \ 
that is to say, they suggest with sufficient clearness the nakwe 
of the processes which they denote. The abbreviations in paren- 
theses are convenient substiti^tes, especially for the longer names, 
and frequently save making a reference. 


life. It is not possible to assign the exact chronological 
order in which the processes represented above came into opera- 
tion. Some of them, e.g. Breaking, were completed in prehistoric 
times, others had hardly manifested themselves at the commence- 
ment of the historic OE. period, e.g. 17- Mutation; some of them 
must have been in operation over a considerable period of time, 
e.g. Palatal Mutation. But by careful observation of the pro- 
cesses that precede, and the processes that follow, other processes 
in the successive sound-changes of the same word, the present 
writer has formulated the following scheme of processes in the 
approximate order of their appearance, which is probably 
not very far from the truth. Those on the same level are 
supposed to be nearly synchronous, but dates are not assigned 
(for abbreviations see above). 


0) 


Shortening 


(2) 

Breaking 

Contraction 

Infl.-iV 

(3) 


Lengthening 


(4) 

Pal. Biph. 


Loss-i^ 

(5) 


/-Mutation 


(6) 

T"- Mutation 


Infl.-r 

r 

(7) 

i—i 

Mut. PaL 

Loss-(x, -E 


ifi) Palatal Monophthongisation 
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116. General Statements. It may be well to premise, iu 
OTi^er to avoid reiteration, , 

(1) that EWS. ie (i), le {%), are invariably replaced in LWS. 
by i and \ or y and usually the ?atter. * 

(2) that eo and io often replace each other in WS., and 
likewise eo and w, but that JFS. usually prefers eo and eo, even 
where io and lo are etymologically correct. But in the following 
sections these diphthongs are used correctly, i.e. 

eo <e, eo< e, io <i, %o< i. 

(3) that WS. represents the sound of g (open o), for which 
it had no distinct sign, by a or by o, but in this book the sign g 
is used uniformly. 


MUTATION {Umlaut). 

117. Mutation may be defined as the influence exerted 
upon a stressed vowel by the vowel of a following (usually the 
next) syllable in the same word, or rarely by a consonant (Mut. 
Pal) immediately following, by which influence the vowel-sound 
of the stressed syllable is modified in anticipation of, and there- 
fore in the direction of, the following sound. It is therefore a 
process of the economy of speech. The vocal organs, for example, 
eased the effort of transition from a guttural to a palatal vowel 
by partially palatalising the guttural vowel, as in a > 

There are three kinds of mutation in OE. : 

I. /- or /-Mutation, called briefly /-Mutation or simply 
Mutation, which was caused by a following i or j in the same 
word. 

II. J/ or 0- Mutation, called briefly Mutation, which was 
caused by a following w or o in the same word. 

III. Palatal Mutation, which was caused by a palatal con- 
sonant immediately following. 
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L /-Mutation. 

* IP 

118. /-Mutation is the influence exerted by a following i 
or j upon the vowel-sound of a stressed syllable, by which that 
sound is partially assimilated to the sound of the mutating letter. 
In this mutation, the mutating sounds being palatal, the eflect is 
a palatalisation, i.e. the replacement of a less palatal vowel by a 
more pS-latal vowel in every instance. The i or j that caused the 
mutation has either disappeared or weakened to e in most cases 
in historic OE. ] exceptions, however, are seen in such verbs as 
n§nan = n^jan (§ 85), and in some adjs., e.g. h§fig (heavy), 
wielisc (foreign) ; while numerous traces of mutating i and j have 
been pointed out in the Accidence. On the other hand, the i in 
verbs of the 3rd weak class (“Look”), lodan, luflan, is a weaken- 
ing of 0 , and therefore does not cause i-mutation (see § 91). 

Mntatioia and Gradation. Mutation is a perfectly simple 
phenomenon; but the subject has been obscured and confused by 
its being classed and explained side by side with Gradation, with 
which it has no conceivable connection except by way of contrast. 
Gradation is a relation of different vowels in words derived from 
one root existing side by side at the same time ; Mutation is a 
change of vowel in one and the same word^ which at one period, 
therefore, had one vowel-sound, and at a later time another (the 
mutated vowel). Gradation is a relation of different vowels to 
one another ; Mutation is a change in the history of one vowel, 

119. Mutation explained. Great confusion has resulted 
from loose ideas and statements as to the epoch when derivative 
words were formed. This is an important point and must be 
cleared up once for all. From the OB. noun gold, it is said, 
was formed an adjective gylden, thus: gold + in> gylden. Un- 
fortunately, the OE. 'i-mutation of o is §, and if therefore the 
above adjective had been an OE, formation at all, it would have 
been g§lden, not gylden. Again, from an OB. noun "^wunsc was 
formed, it is said, a verb wyscan (wish), thus : wunsc -h ian 
> wunscian > wuscian > wyscan ; but, unfortunately, the OE. 
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noun *wunsG never existed, in all probability. Even Sievers 
alk?ws himself to speak of th§ ^-mutation of eo and eo, although 
he himself states quite clearly elsewhere “ that the e of the Indo- 
European Parent Speech was regr^larly cha:5iged to Germanic i 
when the next syllable contained an i or j\l’ that is to say, in 
every ^ word, in which OB. i-mutaiion could possibly tahe place, 
Germanic e and eu>i and m, which in the pre-mutation period 
of OE. > io and %o (and not, accurately speaking, eo and eo). 

The truth is simply this : most OE. derivative words are not 
OE, formiations at all, as we know from their existing in one or 
more of the cognate languages and therefore also in the parent 
Germanic. Many of them are of immemorial antiquity. This is 
just as true of the 2nd and 3rd sing. pres, of verbs as of the 
principal parts. From the remote ancestor of hdtan, e.g., there 
had once been formed a 3rd sing. pres, something Yik^haiteti 
Once formed, this word had an independent existence and came 
under sound-laws which did not affect Tidtan. It reached the OE. 
pre-mutation period in the form hdti^ > OE. hMt. So with the 
other words named above. Gylden and the OHG. guldin prove 
the existence of a Germanic parent adjective, whose i preserved 
the radical u from change to o (§ 98, IT. 2) until the OE, 
i-mutation period. OE. wyscan and OHG. wunsJcen prove the 
existence of a Germanic wumhjan, from which of course wpcan 
is directly descended, and not from an OE. '^munsc, the fictitious 
parent of a verb with real blue Germanic blood in its veins. 

120. We have already seen that there was what may he 
called a Germanic ^-mutation (§ 98, N. 1, 5), by which e>i and 
eu > iu. There is therefore no OE. mutation e>i; every such 
change, as in hilp{e)% 3rd sing, of helpan, bir(e)^ of heran, tritt of 
tredan, in hiddan and the other ‘‘weak presents^' of the “Tread” 
class (cp. pp. geheden), had already occurred in Germanic. But 
this Germtihic i could and did, in some words, suffer “ breaking ” 
to io, and then underwent in OE. a second vmutation, viz. io > ie. 


1 Siovers’ OU. Grammar, Cook’s translation, § 45, 
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An example is seen in Germanic 1iercljo>hirdjo> OE. *hioTdjo> 
hierde, herdsman. Similarly eu ^underwent double mutatiosi, 
first in Germanic, then in OE. : eu > iu > OE. lo > %e. 

/-Mutation in OE. can fellow Breaking, Pal Diph., Infl..A, 
Loss- A, and Contraction, and can itself he followed by Infl.-F, 
and IjOss-O-JL Mutated forms of English proper names, such as 
K§nt, J^§mes, prove that 7-Mutation is to be dated after the 
Saxon Conquest. Pogatscher suggests about the year 600 a.d. 

The results of /-Mutation in OE. may conveniently be shown 
as follows : 


(i) (a >) 

88 > ? (ie) 

(ii) 

a > ^ 

(iii) 

ea > ie 

(iv) 

ea > Ie 

w 

io > ie 

(Vi) 

(iu >) Io > Ie 

(vii) 


(viii) 

0 > e 

(ix) 

U >7 

W 

u > y 


121. (i) (a>)s 8 >^. In positions in which original a 
could suffer /-Mutation, it had already become b or q (§§ 100 ( 6 ), 
148) before the /-Mutation period (except as stated in Note 2 ). 

Examples: l§cgan (lay;, cp. Is&g, past sing, of licgan] sgttan 
(set), cp. smtj past sing, of sittan ; i§llan, cp. talu (tale) ; n§rian 
(to save) ; m§te (meat), an i-stem ; h§Uj a y-stem ; and “ weak 
presents ” of the “ Pare ” class : h§hhan (raise), cp. pp. gehafen ; 
sc§^an (injure), and swgnan (swear). 

Notes. (1) m instead of g is regularly found in the 2nd 
and 3rd sing. pres, of strong verbs of Class YI. : fs&rst,fser^, from 
faran ] in the mutated past parts, of the same Class, ge^ 
gefaren^ etc. ; in h8&fs% from habhan ; in sxgst^ mg’Q ' 

from sQcgan ; in ste&fpan 05 ; and uniformly mfmtan 

(secure), hssftm (imprison), etc. 

( 2 ) The influence of the i (but not j) of a final syllable 
penetrated to the initial syllable and caused mutation, if the 
second syllable was short and had a guttural vowel. Exs. 
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x’6eU (<%^ulx), noble; gmdelmg relative; td-gaidere 
(<!2 ^gaduri), together. 

122. (ii) a > 88. Exs. : Is&dan (lead^, cp. la% past of 
U^an (go) ; Ixfan (leave), cp. Idf^ past of llffin (remain) ; Imran 
(teach), cp. Idr (teaching) ; hlmw% 3rd sing, of hldwan (blow) ; 
dml (part), an i-stem ; Imwan (betray). 

Note. OE. (WS.) m, the normal equivalent of Germanic ® (W. Germ, a), 
is not subject to i-mutation. Hence it is not obvious that dmd^ deed, is an 
t-stem, and that Imce, leech, and mxre, great, are /-stems. 

123. (hi) ea>i(e). Examples: hi(e)Uf metcS, 3rd sing, 
pres, of healdan (hold), weaxan (grow); sliehst, 2nd sing. pres, 
of slean (strike) ; mi{e)ht (might), slieJit (blow), i-stems ; hi{e)ldu 
(boldness), vstem, cp, heald (bold) ; i(e)ldraj compar. of eald (old); 
hU{e)hhan (laugh); cwielman (torment), cp. cwealm (destruction); 
giest (guest), -i-stem ; sci(e)ppan (create), “ weak-present.” 

Note. EWS. i{e), l{e\ whatever their origin, are regularly 
replaced later by y, y, which sometimes appear in EWS. Eor 
i{6) < ea EWS. not infrequently has y before lot r\ yldest ce ieldest 
(oldest) ; gewyldanoz gewi{e)hlan (control) ; dyrne oc dierne (secret); 
wyrnan cc wiernan (refuse). 

124. (iv) ea > 1(e). Examples : hievdQ, hl%ep'6, 3rd sing, 
pres, of the Keduplicating verbs, heawan (hew), hleapan (leap) ; 
lleg (flame), vstem; meten (small animal), cp. neat (animal); 
hlehst, super!, of heah (high); dll{e]fan (allow) ; gel%(e)fan (believe); 
ciese (cheese). 

125. (v) io>i(e). Here belong all the examples usually 

given under eo, as explained in § 119 : Ji{e)ht, wi{e)r^, 3rd sing, 
pres, of feohtan (fight), weoQ-’San (become) ; gesi{e)h^, 3rd 

sing. pres.#of geseon (see), gefeon (rejoice) ; hi{e)Tde (herdsman), 
cp. heard (herd) ; hi{e)rhtu (brightness), cp. heorht (bright) ; fierst 
(time), -i-stem; wi{e)r56 (w^jrthy), cp. weor'Q (worth); dfierran (re- 
move), cp. feorr (far) ; liehtan (make easy), cp. Uoht (light, easy). 
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126. (vi) io > ie, i. Here belong all the examples usually 
given under eo, as explained in § 119 : cne/S, sciet, 3rd sing. pres, 
of creopan (creep), sceotan (shoot); getrlewe (true), cp. t^ww 
(truth) ; ll{e)htan (ijluminate^, cp. leoht (light) ; sti{e)Tan (guide), 
cp. steoT (guidance),; stnemn (obtain), cp. gestreon (possessions) ; 
as well fiend, friend^ dat. sing, and nom. pi. of flond (enemy), 
frlond (friend). 

127. (vii) o > ^. (a) Examples of Q>§: stQut, 3rd 
sing. pres, of stqndom (stand) ; Iqnd (bond), i-stem, cp. hqnd, past 
sing, of bindan ; mqn[n), dat. and pi. of mQn[n), man ; strgngra, 
compar. of strgng ; frqmman (perform), cp. /rgm (bold) ; nqmnan 
(to name), cp. nqma (name) ; sqndan (to send), cp. sqnd (message) ; 
t^ian (to tame), op. tqm (tame). 

(6) The only examples of o > g are : dqhter, dat. of dohtor 
(daughter) ; qxen, pi. of oxa (ox) ; mqrgen (morn), cp. mqrgen ; 
§fes (eaves) ; §le (oil). 

128. (viii) 6 > e. Exs, : bleidlS, grew^, 3rd sing. pres, of the 
Reduplicating verbs hlowan (bloom), grdioan] the “weak-present” 
wepan (weep), cp. pp. wopen; sweg (sound), cp. swbgan (to roar) ; 

dat. of hro’^or; mete (sweet), cp. swote (sweetly); deman 
(to judge), cp. dom (doom); efstan (to hasten), cp. dfost (haste); 
secan (to seek), cp. sdhte (sought); (woman), i-stem; gem&man 
(to please); ges, dat. and pi. of gos (goose); smMe (smooth), cp. 
smo^e (smoothly); ges^an (to prove), cp. so5 (true); ehtan (to 
pursue), cp. oht (persecution); fehst,feh% 2nd and 3rd sing, pres, 
of fon (to seize). 

129. (ix) Xl> y. Exs. : cym5, 3rd sing. pres, of cmian (come); 
the “past-present” subjunctives dyge, dyrre, gemyne, scyle, 
’^yrfe, cp. dugon, etc. ; hyngran (to hunger), cp. hungor ; gesynto 
(health), cp. gesvmd (sound); byr{i)g, dat. of 6wry/fort); pytt (pit); 
wylfen (she-wolf), cp. wulf; wyllen (woollen), cp. mil; fyllan 
(fill), cp. full. In nearly all other instances, such as gylden 
(golden), gyden (goddess), bycgan (buy), y appears to be the 
i-mutation of o (in gold, god, bohte), as it is still often said to be. 
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But the truth is that y cannot possibly be the mutation of o \ for 
not only is g the mutation of o, and no vowel has two mutated 
forms ; but we have already seen that Germanic u was protected 
by a following from the chan^ into o, which was undergone 
by the pair- words gold^ god^ holite^ etc. (see §,98, N. 2). 


Note. After palatal g, c, sc, we not infrequently find i for 
y : giiigra, gingest (always with t), compar. and superb o? iung, 
geong {jOMng)] scik cc scyle, eta. 


130. (x) u > y. Examples : hryc^, lyd6f 3rd sing. pres, of 
h'ucan (enjoy), lucan (lock); hryd (bride), fyst (fist), ^-sterns; 
cyta (to make known), cp. cw5 (known); fysan (to hasten), 
cp. fus (eager) ; wyscm (to wish). 


II i7‘-MTJTATION. 

131. ?7-jyrutation (under which we include 0-Mutation) is 
the influence exercised by a following guttural vowel upon a 
stressed % e, or a, in consequence of which, i.e. in anticipation of 
the following guttural vowel, a guttural glide-sound arose after 
the stressed vowel, and in time formed a diphthong with it. 
Thus • 

(i) i a, 0 , 11 > io, 

(ii) e -I- a, 0, u > eo, 

(iii) a + u > ea (= sea). 

The vowel a does not suJBfer o-mutation in WS., and w-mutation 
of a is very rare. Indeed the effects of this influence generally 
are very limited in WS., as compared with the other dialects. The 
guttural vowels ^that caused this mutation, being vowels of un- 
stressed syllables, have so frequently weakened in historic times, 
w to 0 , 0 to a, etc., that some knowledge of prehistoric forms is 
necessary in order to discriminate w-mutations from o («)- 
mutations. 
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CT- Mutation could be followed, in the history of the same 
word, by If-Infl. (§ 114), but no other change either preceded^Qr 
followed it. It is generally wanting before c and g. In most 
words in which this, mutation is seen, forms with the original 
vowel unchanged are also found. 

132. (i) i > io (eo). This is by far the most extensive 
of the" three effects in WS, It is especially common in EWS. 
Later, the sound reverted to simple i, or the effect was disguised 
by the operation of If-Infl. Examples are ; 

[а) w-mutations : 

freoSo, peace siolofr, seolfor, silver 

mioloc, meolc, milk liomu, (^lim, limb 

siodu, custom swiotul, sweotol, clear 

(б) o(a)-mutations : 

wiotan, counsellors bileofa, food 

hiora, of them, tiolast, aimest at 

niolSor, downwards liofaS, lives (from libban) 

neoSan, from beneath 

Note. It is to be remembered that most of the above words 
are also found in EWS. with original i unchanged : sido^ etc. 

133. (ii) e > eo is pretty common, but is not as a rule caused 
by inflectional u. Examples are : 

(a) i«-mutations : 

eofor, hoar weorod, troop 

heofon, heaven sweostor, sister 

heorot, hart seofon, seven. 

(b) o(a)-mutation3 : 

weola, weal weorold^ world 

134. (iii) a> ea is very rare in EWS. prose, being found 
only in the three words ealu, gen. ealo^ (ale), cearu (sorrow), 
sleacnes (slackness). As forms with ea are common in poetical 
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texts/ it is probable that they adopted the ea from the Anglian 

originals : beadu, hed6icr, battle ; eafo’6, strength, etc. 

> 

Notes. (1) The ea in hearu (grove), bealu (evil), etc., is a 
“breaking” borrowed from the obliefue cases, (§ 136), etc. 

On the other hand, the ea of geatu, pi. of geat^gsate), is borrowed 
from the sing. (§§ 100, 143). 

(2) The protecting influence of a following guttural vowel we 
have already seen in the retention of original a, A in dagas, fatu, 
mdgas, etc. (§§ 100, 105). 


III. PALATAL MUTATION. 

135. Palatal Mutation is the palatalisation of a stressed 
vowel through the influence of a palatal consonant immediately 
following. It is of little importance in *WS. in comparison with 
the other dialects. There are four cases, one of which is doubtful, 
and two more of which are confined to LWS. In three of the 
four cases Palatal Mutation follows Breaking : no other change 
either preceded or followed it. The four cases are as follows : 

(i) eo > i(e) in EWS. in the four words cni{e)hf, servant, 
right, wri(e)xl, exchange, and si(e)oG, six. In these words, 

guttural h = hs), which had ‘ broken ’ e to eo, became palatal 
and then palatalised the preceding vowel. In feohtan, gefeoht 
(fight), there was no further change. 

(ii) ea>i{i) in ni{e)ht (night) in EWS., and later in miUe 
<meahte (could) and mihtig (mighty). This is the doubtful case ; 
but it is difficult to see to what other cause than Palatal Muta- 
tion the change can be attributed. 

Note. Mi{e)ht (might) is an i-stem and its change of vowel is therefore 
an i-mutation^ but m{e)ht (night) belongs to a class (§ 39) of nouns which 
suffer i-mutation in the obliiiue sing, and nom. pi. only. 


^ Biht occurs but three times in EWS.; elsewhere always ryht 

w. 9 
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(iii) Ga> G in LWS. before h (x). Examples : seh < seah 
(saw); skh<sleah, 2nd sing, imperative of slean (strike). 

(iv) > e in LWS. before h, g, c. Examples are seen in the 
past sing, of strong verbs of Class II. : teh < teak from teon, to 
draw ; heg < heag from hilgan, to bow ; lec < leac from lucan^ to 
lock ; and in Wi < ^eaK (tbongb), etc. This is the case in which 
Breaking did not precede. 


IV. BREAKINC. 

136. Breaking is a process of the same nature as V-Mutation, 
but was caused by following guttural consonants. To ease the 
transition from the palatal vowels x (< a\ e, i, to a guttural h, 
covered I (i.e. I followed by another consonant), or covered r, 
immediately following, a guttural glide-sound arose, which soon 
formed a diphthong with the preceding vowel. Thus 

(i) (a >) 93 + n + A, r (+ const.), I (-{- const.) > ea + etc. 

(ii) e + 0 A, r (4- const.), I (+ c or A) > eo + etc. 

(iii) i + o + A, r{+ const.), > io (eo) + etc. 

This table shows at a glance the vowels affected by breaking, 
its causes and conditions, and its results. Although the vowels 
affected and the results are the same as in the similar process of 
ZJ-Mutation, it is only rarely possible to confound the two. 
Except in monosyllables, where w-mutation is necessarily im- 
possible, breaking was always conditioned by two following con- 
sonants; whereas w-mutation did not penetrate through two 
consonants, except in rare instances (such as sweostor^ ‘iSiossum 

f 

Breaking follows Shortening (of t); it can be followed, in the 
history of one and the same word, by /-Mutation, Palatal Muta- 
tion, Pal. Mon., F-Infl., and Loss-J/. 
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137. (i) (a >) se > ea before ^ (oj), covered r, and covered 
Ej^mples are numerous: feallan (fall), healdan (hold), weaxan 
(grow), of the Reduplicating class of strong verbs ; past sing, of 
strong verbs of the “Help” class: healp /rom helpan, wear^ 
from weoT^an (to become), feaht from feohtoii (to fight) ; hence 
in the “past-present” verbs dearif), ISearf, of the 3rd strong class ; 
seah from seon (see)j similarly in the “past-present” verb 6e-, 
ge-neah (it suffices); shah, sing, imperat. of slean (strike); meaht, 
meahte, parts of the “past-present” verb ma&g', feax (hair); Wealh 
(Welshman) ; Seamn (Saxons) ; cealc (chalk), a foreign word 
introduced at an early period; all the forms of beam (grove), 
bealu (evil), seam (armour), and of the adjs. gearu (yare), nearu 
(narrow), in the uninflected forms of all which the broken vowel 
is borrowed from the oblique cases; eald (old); eall (all); earm 
(wretched); eahta (eight); earnian (to earn). 

Hotes. (1) a before covered I sometimes remains: falhn, 
haldan, aid, all. Walk. - 

(2) earlier Z+J does not cause breaking, because the ll 
had become palatal : h§ll (hell), ^-stem ; s§llan (give) ; t^llan (tell). 

(3) Metathesis of r took place after the Breaking-period; 
hence there is no breaking in bserst (burst), hsernan (burn, 
trans.), sern (house), gsers (grass), nor in berstan (burst), ^erscan 
(thresh) ; but, exceptionally, heornan < hrimian (burn, intrans.) 
has a broken vowel. 

138. (ii) e > eo before h, covered r, Ic and Ih. Examples ; 
feohtan (fight), weorpan (throw), of the “Help” class; seoh, 
sing, imperat. of seon; cneoht (a servant); eor^e (earth); heord 
(herd) ; seolh (seal), cp. helm (helmet) ; stem'ra (star) ; seolf (self), 
exceptional form of selfi teohhian (arrange); meolcan (milk). 

• 

139. (hi) i > io(eo) before h and covered r ; but examples are 
few, because in many words i-mutation supervened (see § 125); 
Wioht (Me of Wight), beorf)ftn (to burn), leornian (to learn), Uoht 
(light, easy), hetweohf hetweox (betwixt). 


9—2 
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y. GLIDE-DIPHTHONGISATION^ 

c« 

140. The above name is used here to denote a process, 
similar in character^ to 27-Mutation and Breaking, and perhaps 
arising in imitation of them, but dilFering from them in that the 
‘ glide ’ is palatal. It is probable that, in imitation of i > io before 
guttural r, i>ie before a palatalised r, and then the same diph- 
thong?sation arose before other consonants. It follows, and is 
followed by, no other change. In every word in which it is seen, 
unchanged i is also found. Examples are: hi{e)rnan (burn), 
iernan (run), of the “ Drink ” class ; hi{e)rst, hi{e)rti, 2nd and 3rd 
sing, of beran (bear) ; bi{e)r$t, 2nd and 3rd sing, of herstan (burst) ; 
hi{e)Te) gen. and dat. of heo (she) ; hi{e)ne^ acc. of he (he) ; 
oi'igiie)tt (§ 120), 3rd sing, of giefan^ onyktan (§ 77); si{e)ndon 
(are). 


YI. PALATAL DIPHTHONGISATIOK 

141. The above name is given to a series of changes which 
consist in the introduction of a palatal ‘glide’ (i or e) between 
an initial palatal consonant (j, g, sc, c) and a following stressed 
vowel ; the ‘ glide ’ afterwards formed a diphthong with tlie 
following vowel, and then, being the first element of the 
diphthong, took over the stress. This is the genej’al nature 
of the change; the particular cases are somewhat numerous, 
occurring, as they do, in the downward history of Germanic 
stressed e, n, u, S, o, % ai. They are conveniently summarised 
in three classes : 

(i) Palatalisation of «, o, d, u, u after initial j. 

(ii) Palatalisation of primary® e, m, B after initial palatalised 

C, p, SG. 

(iii) Palatalisation of a, a, u, p, o, u, u, after initial palata- 
lised sc. 

r 

1 This name is equally applicable to 27-Mutation and Breaking; but they 
are already better named; and a similar objection miglit be urged against 
the term Mutation, which could of course b£' used Cfi auy change whatever. 

^ I.e. the normal OE. developments of Germanic e, a, 0. 
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Palatal Diphthongisation could, follow and Lengthen- 

iiig ; and could itself be foll(wed by /-Mutation (as in scieppan^ 
create; cheese), by Loss-6^ {pThgean^ against), and by Pal. 
Mon. (see § 145 ), t * 

« 

Notes. (1) Breaking is prior to Pal. Diph. and has the preference. 
Hence *cerfan (carve) > ccor/a? 2 , not cierfan. Hence also the ea in geald is 
a ‘breaking,’ whereas the infin. of the same verb, gieldan (pay), sh(fws Pal. 
Diph. 

(2) A following u or o prevents Pal. Diph., and preserves the stressed 
vowel for subsequent w-mutation : e.g. *gelo (yellow) >^50^0, not gielo. The 
ie of giefu (gift) is due to analogy with the oblique giefe, and the ea of geatu 
(gates) to analogy with the singular geat. 

142. (i) After initial the following changes occurred — 
examples are scarce, because but few OE. words began with j : 

(a) ^ > ett in gea, yea ; gear, year, 

(b) 0 > eo{io) in geoc, yoke, 

(c) 5 (< a by Infl.-i/.) > eo in geomor, sad. 

(d) w, u, sometimes remain, as in iung, young, youth, 

iu formerly ; 

but usually > eo(io), eo, as in geong, geogidS, geo, 

143. (ii) After initial palatalised c, g, sc, primary 
e, 0 e, ^ regularly suffered the following changes in EWS. : 

(a) e > ie. Examples : gieldan (pay), giellan (yell), of Class 
“Help’’ ; scieran (cut), of Class “Bear” ; giefan (give), ongidan 
(perceive), pp. ongieten, of Class “ Tread.” 

Note. (1) Porms with i are also found: gildan, gifaut etc. 

(b) (a >) 86 > ea. Examples : scear, past sing, of scieran ; 
geaf, -geat, past sing, of giefan, -gietan ; the “ past-present ” verb 
sceal (shall) ; ceaster (fort), geat (gate), etc. In giest (stranger), 
scieppan (create), < '^geasti, *sceappjan, Pal. Diph. has been 
followed by /-Mutation. 

^ There is no character j in 0®3.; the symbols i and g were used, usually 
. the latter, as in the above Examples. It is only by knowing the history of a 
word that g ( =j) can be distinguished from g[=g)> 
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(c) 9e > ea. Examples : scearon^ past pi. of scieran ; geafon, 
-geaton, past pi. of giefan, -gietan ; s^eap (sheep). In cuse < ^cedii, 
Pal. Diph. has been followed by /-Mutation. 

Kote. (2) Only primary e, b, b, suffer this change. The 
mutated vowels §, « (§§ 121, 122, 127) are unaffected by it: 

gesc§pen (pp. of scieppari)^ gBdding^ tdgxdeTe. 

(T 

144. (iii) After initial sc, guttural vowels suffered the 
following changes, but m£ uniformly ; in every word in which the 
changes are seen, the original vowel is also found, even in the 
same text. 

(a) a > ea, seen in verbs of the “ Fare ” class, e.g. sceacan cc 
scacan (shake), pp. sc{e)acen. 

(5) d > ea, seen in sceadan cc scadan (to distinguish) of the 
Reduplicating class. 

(c) 0 > eo, seen in sceop x scop (bard), sceolde oc scolde from 
sceal (shall). 

(d) Q > eo, seen in sceomu <x scgmu (shame). 

(e) d>eo, seen in past tenses of the *‘Eare” class, e.g. 
sceoc cc scoc (shook), sceop oc scop from scieppan. 

(/) u > eo, seen in sceolon cc sculon, pi. of the “ past-present ” 
verb sceal (shall). This eo may be borrowed from sceolde above, 
since it is the only instance in EWS. 

{g) u>eom LWS. only : sceofan « scufan (shove). 


VII. PALATAL MONOPHTHONGISATION. 

145. This is a process which consists in the change of the 
diphthongs ea, ea, into the palatal monophthongs e, e, through 
the influence of initial palatal j, c, g, sc. It Is frequently the 
completion of the palatalising process begun in Pal. Lipli., but it 
may also follow Breaking and Loss-G. It is itself followed by no 
other change. It is seen in the doV.nward history of Germanic 
a, B and au. 
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§146 

Note. Sievers makes the tactical error of including this phenomenon 
un4er Palatal Mutation, although, l^eing a forward influence, it is excluded 
by his definition of Mutation. 

Classified examples are ; ^ * 

(a) Following on Pal. Diph. : — gef < geaf (gave), onget < ongeat 
(perceived), seel < sceal (shall), cester < eeaster (castle) ; ongeten < 
ongeaten, past subjunctive of ongietan. After : — ger <gear. 

(h) Following on Breaking ; — celf < cealf {cali). 

(c) Following on LosS'6^ : — ongen (against) < ongean < ongeagn 
(Pal. Diph.). 

{d) InLWS, ea (< Germ, au) > e, as in the past sing, of 
verbs of the “ Creep ” class : ces < ceas (chose), get < geat (poured), 
scet < sceat (shot). 


YIII. INFLUENCE OF PRECEDING TF. 

146. The semi-vowel w has a close affinity to the vowels 
u and 0 , and its influence tends to substitute one of them for 
the diphthongs io, eo, arisen through Breaking or U-Mutation. 
This change therefore in almost every instance follows Breaking 
or U-Mutation ; it is itself followed by no other change. 

The two chief cases, with selected examples, are : 

(а) wio usually > wu (and even u), but both zvi and wio 
sometimes remain : — umdu (wood), rarely wiodu ; wuduwe 
(widow), beside widuwe\ wulit (wight, thing), beside wiht‘, 
swutol (clear), beside swiotol | het{w)uh^ hetiw^ux (betwixt), 
beside hetwih, hetweoh, etc. 

(б) weo usuaUy remained, but also > wo and in LWS. wu : — ■ 
worold (woi’ld) < weorold ; wor^ig (street) < weorlSig ; swostor 
(sister), LWS. swustor^ <sweostor; LWS. swurd (sword) < 

Note. Apparently isciated instances of wo<xoa are seen m gestmen, 
pp. of siv^rian (§ 80), and ge^wogerif pp. of ^wmn (§ 78). 
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IX. IXFLUENOE OP FOLLOWING If. 

n 

147. To ease the transition between a, e, g, and following 
w, a glide’ arose,'' which with the preceding vowels formed the 
diphthongs au, ew^and these normally passed into EWS. ea, eo 
(§§ 111, 112). The only other change with which this came into 
relatifn was /-Mutation, by which it was preceded in several 
words. In all, however, there are but few examples. 

(a) aw > auw > eaw, seen in feaioe, few. 

(b) ew>euw>eoWy seen in the inflected forms of 5eo(w), 
servant, cmo{w\ knee, treo(w), tree, e.g. gen. sg. ^eowes, cneo 2 ves. 

Notes. (1) The eo of the nom. sg. is due to vocalisation of the lo and 
contraction, w being afterwards borrowed from the oblique cases. 

(2) Gesewen, pp. of seon (see), is an exception. 

(c) Following /-Mutation, §w > emo > eowj seen in meowle 
(maid), streowede cc strewede (strewed), etc. 


X. INFLUENCE OF FOLLOWING NASAL. 

148. The influence of a following nasal, already seen in 
Germanic (§ 98, N. 1, 2), produced in the prehistoric OE period 
the five following well marked changes : 

Germ. OE. 

(i) a > 

(ii) e > i 

(iii) O > u 

(iv) le > 5 

(v) a > o ^ 

This is one of the earliest of the OE. influences, being perhaps 
synchronous with Breaking. It can be followed by Pal. Diph., 
Loss-W, and /Mutation, and even by the ^ast two in succession 
in the same word (e.g. ges). 
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149. (i) a > Examples: — man; Iqnd, land; 

g, long; and the past-prpsent ” verbs, gnin), grant; cgni^n)^ 

know (how to) ; [ge)mgn, remember. 

Notes. (1) OE. had uo distinctive lymbol for the sound of open o, and 
therefore used both a and o to denote this sound, *inore often o in EWS. 
This very fluctuation of symbol points to a sound different from both a and 
0 . It must not be supposed that the sound varied with the symbol, which 
often fluctuated in the same text. 

(2) In a few weak-stressed words, such as on, in ; the masc. accus. '^one, 
hioone, the neuter instr. “Son, hwon, from se, hioa ; the advs. %onne, then, 
hwonne, when, etc., o is almost invariably found, and we may therefore 
conclude that the sound was o, not g. 

150. (ii) e > i, seen in niman, take ; and in early borrow- 
ings from Latin, e.g. gem ; pinsian, consider. 

Notes. (1) Examples are few, chiefly because e>i in Germanic before 
nasal plus consonant (§ 98, N. 1) ; partly because of the exceptions, cwene, 
woman, denu, valley, and the late or “learned” borrowing temp{e)l, temple. 

(2) The history of cuman (to come) is probably this : *cwcman>*cv}iman 
(Infl.-N) > *cwuman (IF-Infl.) > cuman. 

151. (iii) 0 > u. Exs. : (ge)cumen, genumen, pps. of cuman, 
come, niman, take; wunian, dwell; and the early borrowings 
from Latin : munuc, monk ; nunne, nun ; munt, mount ; piind, 
pound; etc. Not in fgnt, font, which is therefore probably late. 

152. (iv) Gerai. se > W. Germ, a > OE. o. Exs. : — 
c{w)omon, nomon, past pis. of cuman, niman', gedon, pp. of 
don, do ; mona, moon ; mona% month ; sona, soon ; etc. 

(v) (W.) Germ, a (§ 98, N. 3) > OE. 5. Exs. 

fon, seize brohte, brought olit, persecution 

hon, hang (§81) iSolite, thought (§ 90) woli, crooked 

Note. may be wondered how this last change comes under IiiA.-iV. 
The very fact that this a underwent the same change to d as the d in (iv) 
above, proves that this 3, had a certain nasal quality surviving from the 
following n lost in tlnj; Germanic period, which Justifies its classifluation 
under Nasal Influence. 
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XI COMPENSATORY LENGTHENING FOR LOS&<^ 
OE NASAL. 

153. Just as in Germanitj every a, i, u, occurring before 
nhf >d, % u in compensation for the loss of the n; so in the 
prehistoric OE. period, (a >) q> o, i > I, and u>u in compensation 
for th^ loss of n or m before the three other voiceless spirants, 
/, s, S. This change may be preceded by Iiifl.-iY (in the change 
a>Q), and is frequently followed by /-Mutation (g§ 128, 130). 

Classified examples are : 

(а) i > i journey ; swl’S, strong ; fif five. 

(б) (g > o : — gos, goose j to^, tooth ; oiSer, second ,* so5, true ; 
smo^e, smoothly ; softe (< s(^fte\ softly. 

(c) il>n: — Msl, ‘house!; mouth ; us, us ; cu6e, cu6, wSe, 

parts of the “ past-present ’’ verbs cunnan (know), imnan (grant). 

Note. N is lost in all the above words but flf and sd/te. 


XII. CONTRACTION. 

154. Contraction is the blending of two following vowel- 
sounds into one in order to avoid hiatus. The two sounds 
have in most instances been brought together through the loss 
of a consonant, usually h, sometimes j or w, rarely another 
consonant ; but there are many instances in which no consonant 
has been lost. There are two kinds of Contraction r Contraction 
proper, in which original a, d, e, i, or % forms a diphthong with 
the following vowel, and Avhich is almost always preceded by the 
loss of a consonant; and Absorption, in which a long vowel, 
OE. a, X, 0 , u, y, ea, eo, simply absorbs the following unstressed 
vowel, and which is often not preceded by the loss of a Consonant. 
Contraction proper is rarely followed by /-Mutation ; no other 
change precedes or follows it. Absorption is much later in date, 
and can follow Breaking and /-Mutation. 





155—157 SOUND-LAWS. 

* The following are the most important cases : 

(i) a, a (+ h, w) + guttoal vowel > ea 

(ii) e (+ h.) + „ „ > eo 

(iii) i, I (+ hj) + „ „ > io,(eo) 

(iv) i (+ j) -f 0 > le 

(v) Absorptions. 


189 




155. (i) W. Germ, a, a + guttural vowel > ea after loss 
of h or w. Examples: — the contracted verbs of the “Fare” 
class: slean (<^slahan)j slay; Jl^an, flay; lean, blame; ^wean, 
wash; and aU present forms of the same, except 2nd and 3rd 
sing, indie, and 2nd sing, imperat. : slea, (I) slay, etc. ; tear 
{<^tahur), tear; ea (<*ah{w)u)f water; clea < cldwu, claw; 
near (< ^ndhor), nearer. 

156. (ii) e + guttural vowel >eo after loss of 7^. Ex- 
amples: — the contracted verbs of the “Tread” class: gefeon 

repke ; pleon, adventure; seon {<*seh{w)an), see; 
gefeo, (I) rejoice, etc.; past tenses in eo of the Eeduplicating 
class, resulting from the contraction of the e of the reduplicated 
syllable with the following stressed vowel: heold (<Viehald), 
heoldon, held ; feold (< ^fefald), folded, etc. ; tweo (< ‘^tweho), 
doubt ; Uo’^a (< ’^teho'^a), tenth. 


157. (iii) i, 1 + guttural vowel > lo, eo after loss of h or 
j, or without loss of consonant. Examples:— the contracted verbs 
of the “ Shine ” class : ’^on (< ^'^han), thrive ; leon, lend ; teon, 
accuse ; wrlon, cover ; Seo, (I) thrive, etc. ; heot {< boast; 

hetweonum (< *bitw%hunum), between ; flond (< '^fijand), enemy ; 
freond, friend ; hlo (< hi- + u), she ; seo, fern, of se, that. 

Note. ^ The mutation of this %o (eo) is seen in the dat. sing, 
and nom. 'pl. fiend, friend. 

(iv) i + e>ie after lor of j. Examples : sle (< be ; 

hie, her, they ; ’Srie, three. 
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158. Absorptions. Seleeted examples are arranged under 
tbe absorbing vowels : , 

(a) a + vowel > S : — ta (< tahe)^ toe j rd, roe ; gaa (< gmn), 
go. _ ; _ 

(5) 88 + vowel > 88 : — sms (< ^'sxes\ gen. of saj, sea ; m (< 
oblique sing, of m, law. 

(c) 0 + vowel > 0 : — the contracted verbs of the Reduplicat- 
ing class : fon (< seize ; hon, hang ; and all present forms 

of the same, except 2nd and 3rd sing, indie, and 2nd sing, 
imperat. ; fo, (I) seize, etc. ; dl^n {< *doa7i), do ; wos (< *wohes)j 
gen, of wqhj crooked. 

(d) u + vowel sometimes > u : — gehun {< gebuen), gehud (< ^ge- 
hued), pp. of buMif bugean, dwell. 

(e) y + vowel sometimes > y : — di'ys (< ^dryes), gen. of dry^ 
magician ; but pi. dryas, etc. 

(/) ea + vowel > ea \—frea (< ^frauja)^ lord ; several in- 
flected forms of heah^ high : heas (< ^heahes\ etc. (§ 46) ; its weak 
form, hea, etc. ] fia (< feawe\ dat. feam^ few. 

{g) eo + vowel > eo : — the contracted verbs of the “Creep” 
class : jieon [K^fisuhan), flee; teouj draw; Jleo, (I) floe; Jlmnde^ 
fleeing, etc. 

Notes. (1) It seems better to attribute such forms as eo$, gen. of eoli, 
horse, /eos, gen. of feoh, money, to Compensatory Lengthening for Loss of 
h plus Absorption, than to simple Contraction, i.e. eos<*eoes<* cokes rather 
than eos<*co{h]es ; because on the latter supposition Contraction must have 
followed Breaking, which seems improbable j whereas Absorption is a much 
later change, as has been stated. 

(2) Unstressed e is lost in be and ne in composition with words beginning 
with a vowel or w.—hutan<be-uta7i, mn<ne aiiy nm<ne icsss, nylla^<ne 
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2^111. COMPENSATORY LENGTHENING FOE LOSS 
OF (? OR 11. 

159. Loss of h between vowels is seen Contraction (and 

Absorption). E is also lost between a resonant (?, w, r) and a 
following vowel, with compensatory lengthening of the preceding 
vowel. This loss is almost always preceded by Breaking or 
7-Mutation; in one instance and its derivatives) it is 

preceded by both. 

Examples are ‘.-—holes, gen. of holh, hole; Wealas, pi. of Wealh, 
Briton ; meares, gen. sg. of mearh, horse ; feore, dat. sg. of feorh, 
life ; eorod (< ^eoh-rad), troop ; feolan (< ^feolhan), penetrate ; 
wet (< ^OT-hat), battle ; "^p^el (< *^yrhil < ^^urhil), aperture ; 
^weal {<%weahl), bath. 

Note. In the last example the resonant follows the /i, and there is no 
following vowel. Several instances will be found in the Accidence of this 
disappearance of h before a resonant, but after a vowel which is already long : 
heane, Mara from Mah, high; wane, wdra<wdhne, etc., from woJi, crooked ; 
lilera, higher. The same thing is seen in the compounds Malic, high; 
neaWcan, approach, Forms with h are probably only etymological spellings. 

160. Loss of I often took place between a palatal vowel 
and n, d, or 5, With compensatory lengthening of the vowel ; hut 
forms with g are also very common. This loss could follow 
7-Mutation or Palatal Diphthongisation. 

Examples : — hredan, hrBd, hrudon, gehroden, < hregdan, etc., 
to shake, of the “Help” class ; frlnan, frUnon, gefrunen < firignm, 
etc., to inquire, of the “ Drink ” class ; sBde < ssegde, past of 
slogan, say ; lede, geled, < l§gde, gel^gd, from Igegm, lay ; mxden 
< meegden, maiden ; ongean (< ongeagn), against ; ^en < ’6egn, 
thane ; VSS from licgan, lie; U^mn < tig^ian, grant ; oferhyd 
Koferhygd, arrogance. 

Note. Four examples after % guttural vowel, u or o, are included above; 
they are doubtless due to analogy with the other parts of the same verbs. 
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XIV, LENGTHENING. 

161. Lengthening of the final vowel of a monosyllable is 
common, especially'* after tl^e loss of a final consonant. Ex- 
amples sofSl, by; thou; ml, now; and after loss of 

final consonant : — me, (to) me ; we, we ; ge, ye ; he, he (all four 
with i<e<i)] hwa, who ; and the prefix a- (§ 174). 


XV. SHORTENING. 

162. Shortening of % to i, followed by Brealdng, is seen in 
the adjective leoht = liolit (< Hiht), light (not heavy), and in the 
prep, hetweoh <hetwih, betwixt (§ 146). 


C. UPWARD HISTORY: SELECTED EXAMPLES. 

163. In order to complement the two preceding divisions 
on the Downward History and the Sound-Laws of the stressed 
vowels, we start here with the OE. vowel- sounds and give in 
tabular form the principal stages in their development from the 
Germanic vowels. Almost every possible ‘ genealogy ’ of the OE. 
vowels is illustrated by one example : on the left is the OE. 
word ; from left to right are given the successive stages through 
which its stressed vowel has passed ; on the right is an example 
of the original vowel from another Germanic language. The 
Sound-Laws under which each change comes are indicated by 
abbreviations (§114); when no such indication is given, it is 
implied that the change is normal (§§ 100—13), or independent. 
It must be remembered that these are only illustrations : some of 
them stand for the history of the stressed vowels c^if many OE. 
words ; in the case of a few, it might be difficult to adduce a 
single other example. With this caution, the table may be used 
in a variety of ways. ^ 
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Short Vowels. 


OE. 



a 



fararij go 

a < a 

OHGr.^ faran 


dseg, day 

ge <a 

Go. dags ^ 

fjerS, goes 

se (Mat.) < 33 < a 

Go. farij) 


beran, hear 

e <e 

OHG. beran 

gef, gave 

e (Pal. MoTi.)<ea (Pal.' 
Diph.) < ae < a ^ 

j- Go. gaf 

celf, calf 

e (Pal. Mon.) < ea (Brk^) ) 
< SB < a J 

. OHG. calb 


e (Mut. Pal.) < ea (Brk^) | 


<ss <a J 


mec, me 

e <i 

OHG. mill 


l§cgan, lay 

(Mut.) < se < a 

Go. lagjan 

sgndan, send 

1 (Mut.) < (Infl.-#) < a 

Go. sandjan 

mgrgen, morrow 

o 

V 

Go. maurgins 

(§ 113) 

hit, it 

i<i 

Go. ita 

miht, canst 

Ji (Mut. Pal.) < ea (Brk®)] 
t oe<a J 

OHG. mailt 

niman, take 

i(Infl.-iV')<e 

OHG. neman 

six, six 

i (Mut. Pal.) < eo (Brk®) < e 

OHG. sehs 

betwih, between i 

i (Short®) < 1 

cp. Go. tweihnii 


(§ 


^ OHO. = Old Higb German , pS. = 01d Saxon, L=Icelandic, Go. = Gothic, 
Germ. = Germanic. n 
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0 


gold, gold 

0 < 0 

OHG. gold 

sworen, sworn 

0 ( Tf'Infl.) < a 

Go. swarans 

LWS. wore, wor 'i 

k 0 ( ir-Infl.) < eo (Brk®) < e 

OHG. work 

swostor, sister 

0 {IK-Infl.y<eo(?7-Mut.)<e 

OHG. sweater 

orlgge, war 

0 <u 

OS. urlogi 

hQTid, hand 

(J (Infl.-iV) < a 

Go. hand ns 

Vl 

sunu, son 

11<U 

Go. sunns 

LWS. swustor,] 
sister J 

L u(TF’-Infl.)<eo(Z7-Mut.)<e 

OHG. swester 

LWS. swurd, ] 
sword J 

j- u ( 17-1113.) < eo (Brk**') < e 

OHG. swerfc 

wudu, wood 

u{17-Infl.)<io(17-Mut.)<i 

OHG. witu 

wulf, wolf 

U<0 

OHG. wolf 

cumen (pp.), come u (Iiifl.W) < o 

OHG. quonian 

'bet(w)uli, he- ' 
tween J 

j_ U ( If-Ind.) < io (Brk8) < i j 

cp. Go. tweihnai 

y 

cyssan, hiss 

y (Mut.) < u 

OS. kuasian 

ea 



cearu, care 

ea (?7-Mut.) < a 

OHG. chara 

feax, hair 

ea (Brk®) oe < a 

OHG. fahs 

geaf, gave 

ea (Pal. Diph.) < ge < a 

Go. gaf 

sceacau, shake 

ea (Pal. Diph.) < a 

I. skaka 

eo 



sweostor, sister 

eo (CT-Mut.) < e 

OHG. swester 

weorc, work 

eo (Brk®) < e 

OHG. werk 

sceomu, shame 

'eo (Pal. Diph.) < < (Infl.-) 


sceop, hard 

eo (Pal. Diph.) < o 

OHG. scof 

sceolon, shall 

eo (Pal. Diph.) <11 

Go. skiilun 

leolit, not heavy eo (Brk«) < i (Short^^) < I ' 

Go. leihts 
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deldu, boldness 


Go. baljei 

giest, guest j 

fie (Mut.) < ea (P-fil. Diph.)") 
L <8e<a J 

Go. gasti ^ 

siex, six 

le (Mut. Pal.) <eo (Brk®)] 
<e 1 

j- OHG. sehs^ 

giefan, give 

ie (Pal. Diph.) < e 

OHG. geban 

hierde, {shep)he7'd 

ie (Mut.) < io (Brks) < i 

OHG. hirti 

bierS, hears 

ie(Glide-Diph.)<i 

OS. birid 

io 



siolofr, silver 

io (C/'-Mut.) <i 

Go. silubr 

miox, ordure 

io (Brk®) < i 

OHG. mist 

gioCj geoc, yoke 

io (Pal. Diph.) < 0 

OHG. johh 

young io (Pal. Diph.) < n 

Go. juggs 

a 

hal, whole 

Long Vowels. 


^ •‘i. ai 

Go. hails 

sawoiij saw 

a < W. Germ, a < Germ. 8e 

1 Go. sehwun 

hwa, who 

a (Length^) < a 

Go. hwas 

se 

lietaiij let 

06 < W. Germ, a < Germ. 86 Go. letan (§113) 

l^warij betray j 

fee (Mut.) < W. Germ, a < ] 
[ Germ. ^ J 

j- Go. lewjaa 

r^ran, rear 

ie (Mut.) < a < ad 

Go. rdisjan 

siede, said 

86 (Loss-G) < 86 < a 

OHG. sageta 


^ Forms ending with hyphens\re stems. The stem gives the clue to the 
/-Mutation; the nom. sg, does not. 

W 


10 
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e 

tier, here 

e <e 

Go. her 

feh?5, seises 

e (Mut.) <0 (Infl.-iY) < a 

Go. fahi}) 

cwen, ivoman 

/e (Mut.)^o(Infl.-.V)<W.'j 
[ Germ, a < Germ, J 

■ Go. qens (§ 113) 


e (Pal. Mon.) < ea (Pal. ' 


ger, year 

Dipli.) < ^ < \V. Germ. 

. a < Germ. « 

■ Go.jcr(§113) 

i 

secan, seeh 

e (Mut.) <0 

OS. s5kian 

LWS. tell, drew 

e (Mut. Pal.) < ea c au 

Go. t^uh 

LWS. get, poured 

e (Pal. Mon.)<ea<au 

Go. gaiit 

geneSan, venture 

re (Mut.) < o (Loss-#) < <^] 
t (Infl.-#) < a J 

^ Go. ganan]?jan 

l§de, laid 

e (Loss-(?) < ^ (Mut.) <86 < a Go. lagida 

ongen, against 

Je (Pal. Mon.) < ea(Loss-(r)] 
t < ea (Pal. Diph.) < ae < aj 

|- OHG. ingagan 

Sen, thane 

e (Loss-6^) < e 

OS. thegan 

we, we 

1 

wis, wise 

e (Length®) < e < i 

OllG. wir 

I <i 

OHG. wisi 

f if, five 

1 (Loss-#) < i 

Go. fiinf 

bridels, hridle 

1 (Loss-G^) <i 

OHG. brit.tcl 

bi, hy 

i (Length®) < i 

Go. bi 

0 

god, good 

O < 0 

Go. gods 

fon, seize 

o (Tnfl.-#) < a 

Go., OHG. fahan 

comon, came 

ro (Infl.-#) <^Y. Germ, a 
i <Germ. ae 

\ Go. qcmun 

J' . (§113) 

gos, goose 

o (Loss-#) < ^ (Infl.-#) < a OHG. gans 

broden, braided 

0 (Loss-G'^) < 0 , 

OHG. gibrottan 

holes, of a hole 

o (Loss-#) < 0 

cp. OHG. hoi 
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lucan, lock 
husl, eucharist 
brudon, shook 
tiUj thou 

U<Ti 

u (Loss-iV) <11- ’ 

u (Loss- 6^) < u 
u (Length*^) <ii 

Go. galukan 

Go. hunsl 

OHG. bruttoii 
Go. |)u 

y 



brjd, hrida ^ (Mut.) < u 

cj'San, »?2ci7ce known f (Mut.) < u (Loss-iV) < u 
oferhjd, arrogance, y (Loss-0 < y (Mut.) < u 
Sjrel, hole y (Loss-i7) < y (Mut.) < u 

Go. brudi- 
Go. kunj^jan 
cp. Go. hugs 
cp. OHG. thuruh 


ea 



teahj drew 

ea<an 

Go. tauh 

gear, year j 

'ea (Pal. Diph.) < ^ < W.) 

, Germ, a < Germ, se j 

Oo. jer (§ 113) 

near, nearer -j 

'ea (Oontr.) < W. Germ, a] 

, < Germ, se J 

Go. nehwoz 

(§113) 

sceadan, separate 
f eawe, few 

ea, water * 

• 

Wealas, Britons j 

ea (Pal. Diph.) < a < ai 
ea < an (Infl.- If) < a 
ea (Oontr.) < a 
(ea (Loss-iT) < ea (Erk®)) 

Go. skdidan 

Go. fawai 

Go. ahwa 

OHG. walh 

(sing.) 

L <86 <a J 

ongean, against h 

fea!% (Losl-0 < ea (Pal. l 

OHG. ingagan 

[ Diph.) < se < a J 



10—2 
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eo 


Go. kiusan (§113) 

ceosaiij choose 

eo < eu 

geomor, sad 

1 

eo (Pal. Diph.) <0 (Infl,-| 
iY) < Germ, a < h 

OS. jamar 

1 Germ. ® i 


sceop^ created 

eo (Pal. Diph.) <0 

Go. gaskop 

sceofan, shove 

eo (Pal. Diph.) < n 

I. skufa 

meowle, girl 

reo (Infl.-1F) (Mut.) <\ 

1 3e<a J 

Go. mawilo 

feolaiij penetrate 

eo (Loss-if) < eo (Brk®) < e 

Go.filhan(§113) 

cneoves, of a knee 

eo<eu (Infl.-JF) <e 

OHG. knewes 

seon, see 

eo (Contr.) < e 

Go. salhwan 

geo, formerly 

|eo (Pal. Diph.) <u (Length^)| 


Xe 



clest, chooses 

le (Mut.) < iu 

Go. kill sip 

Lieran, 

le (Mut.) < ea < an 

Go. hausjan 

oiese, cheese 

rie (Mut.) < ea (Pal. Diph.)] 

\ <K<W. Germ, a J 

OPIG. kasi 

wielisc, foreign 

jXe (Los^-H) < ie (Mut.) 

\ ea (Brks) < se < a 

OPIG. walhisc 

sie, be 

le (Contr.) <i 

Go. sijai 

friend, friends 

ie (Mut.) < lo (Contr.) < i 

Go. frijonds 

lo 



Sion (Seon), thrive 

10 (Contr.) <1 

OS. thihan 

friond (freond), ] 
friend J 

10 (Contr.) < i 

Go. frijonds 
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CONSONANTS. 

164. Anything like a full tr|atment of the history of the 
OE. consonants is beyond the scope of this bcok. Some changes 
that they undergo have been referred to in the preceding pages : 
in some cases, nothing need be added to what is there said^^' in a 
few others, it will be a gain to collect similar phenomena. This 
is done under the headings: I. Loss; IL Assimilation; III. 
Metathesis; lY. Doubling; Y. Yerner’s Law. 

L LOSS. 

165. (i) The simplification of double consonants is the rule at 
the end of a word. In inflected forms it is sufficiently dealt with 
in the Accidence. 

(ii) Loss of medial g, A, m, «, and leading to Contraction 
and Compensatory Lengthening, is fully treated in the sections 
on the Sound-Laws. 

(iii) W is usually lost when final. 

(a) After a short vowel it is vocalised to u, and the two 
vowels form a diphthong : ^trew > ^'treu > t7'eo, tree ; but it is 
apt to be restored from the oblique cases : treow. 

(5) After a long vowel it remains in some words, disappears 
in others : sx, sea ; hrd, corps(^ ; snaw, snow ; but here again it is 
often restored from the inflected forms : hretw. 

(c) After consonants w>u: bearu^ grove ; which was lost, 
according to the usual rule (§ 9), after a long syllable : miiid, 
meadow. 

Besides the^loss in Contraction, medial w disappears in a 
number o^ words, of which the following will serve as examples : 
negative forms of wesa7i (be), tviian (know), willan (will); nms, 
etc. ; ttJy neut. of twegen, two ; betux oc betwuXf between ; gieredc, 
past of gierwan, prepare. * 
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166-168 


11. ASSIMILATION. 

166. The following cases are worthy of note : 

(a) d>t before and after a voiceless consonant : in the 2nd 
and 3rd sing, indie? of verhe, and in the past tenses of weak 
verbs of Class I. (§§ 69, 88); and in hletsian, bless (cp. hlod)^ etc. 

(5) (5 >15 in the 2nd [rldest < rides’^ < rules ^u) and 3rd sing, 
pres, nidic. (§ 69); in "Qaette (<^£ei ^e), that (conj.); ea^mettu^ 
humility; glemeliest, neglect, etc. 

(c) Ss > ss in bliss, joy, Uss, grace ; cp. bMe, joyous, Me, gentle. 

(d) sr > ss in lUssa, compar. of lyiel, little ; tSisse, 'Sissa, in the 
declension of 5es, this. 


III. METATHESIS. 

167. The only metathesis that need be mentioned here is 
that of r, which is somewhat frequent, especially before nn and 
covered s t burna (< spring ; haernan (< %rannjan), 

burn (trans.); bi(e)rnan (<*brinnan), burn (intrans.); i(e)man 
(<rinnan), run ; herstan {<%restan), burst; ^erscan (< *(irescan), 
thresh ; hors (< %ross), horse ; gaers (< ’^gras), grass, etc. 


lY. GEMINATION. 


168. The W. Germanic gemmation before ^ has been referred 
to in the Accidence. After a .short vowel every consonant, 
except r, was doubled before j ; subsequently this j mutated the 
root vowel, and then dropped. Hence such forms as those of the 
“weak presents” (§ 80) of Classes Y. and YI., and many other 
words : 


hgbban, raise 
rgccan, relate 
hrgddan, rescue 
byegan, buy 
hrycg, bach 


hliehhan, laugh 
tgllan, tell 
frgmman, perform 
dyn(n), din 
wgnnan, accfultom 


scieppan, create 
enyssan, thrust 
sgttan, set 
segbSan, injure 
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V. TEENER’S LAW. 

» 

169. An interchange of consonants is seen in the parts of 
all contracted strong verbs and of «ome oth’er strong verbs, the 
explanation of which must be sought in the Germanic period. 
Primitive Germanic /, A, s (<Indo-Germ, p, t, s), remained 
unchanged only when the vowel next preceding bore the principal 
accent; otherwise, i.e. if the vowel next preceding did not bear 
the principal accent of the word,/ A, y,s>v, y, z. In Late 
Germanic, as in OE., the principal accent fell on the root-syllable; 
but in the Primitive Germanic period the accent might fall on 
any syllable. This fact is illustrated in the strong verbs, in 
which the present forms and the past sing, indie, had the 
principal accent on the root-syllable, whereas all the other past 
forms had the principal accent on the ending. Therefore the 
present and the past sing, of strong verbs retained the voiceless 
spirants s, A, /(=:OE. s, ?i. A,/), which in all the other past 
forms became z, g, v (= OE. r, d, y, /). This law was discovered 
and formulated by Karl Yerncr of Copenhagen in 1875, and has 
never been questioned since. Its operation is often rcfunx'.d (o 
by the ambiguous term ‘‘ grammatical change.” 

OE. has not separate symbols for the sounds of / and u, and 
therefore the changes that are ox[)laincd by Tjriu'.r’s Law can 
only be seen in the interchange of tlio following pairs of con- 
sonants ; 

(а) s : r 

(б) : d 

(c) h : g 

{d) li(w) : (g)w or g{w) 

The verbs that ^como under this law and in wliltli ilu* 

law fails h|ve been indicated in the Ac<u(hmc( 5 ; iherefonj mils a 
few examples are needed Iicre. 

1 Here )> and cJ are iisod w^Lli their proiicr phonetic valuo,. 1< voic* h*!: , 
(=th) and ‘IS voiced {=:dh^. 
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(a) s ; r 

Class II (“ Creep ”) : ceosan, choose ceas curon cor6n 

„ Y (“ Tread ”) : wesan, he Wfes w^ron 

In gmesaUi to survive, 'the law fails, but is seen in the 
derivative verb genericm^ to save. 

(b> S : d 

Class I (“Shine”) : sniSan, cwi snaS sniclon sniden 

Cp. snide, cutting. 

Class Y (“ Tread ”) : cweSan, say cwseS cwieclon cweden 
Cp. cwide, speech. 

(c) li : g 

All strong contracted verbs (§ 81) belong here, except seon, 
see ; but those of Classes YI. and VII. were apt to borrow the g 
of the past pi. in the past sing. 

Class YI (“ Fare ”) ; slean, strike slog slSgon sln?gen 

Cp. sl§ge, stroke, and slaga, slayer. And the “ weak present ” 
of the same class : 

hliehhan, laugh hlog hlogon 


{d) ]i(w) : (g)w or g(w) 
Class Y (“ Tread ”) : seon, see 


scab 


sawon sewen 
siBgon segen 


FTote. Final g often > h after a, o, and sometimes after I or 
r, but this has nothing to do with Yerner’s Law. Thus slog > 
slohi stag > stah (ascended); burg > hurh (stronghold). 
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I. FORMATION OF ADVERBS. 

170. Adverbs formed from Adjectives usually end in -e and :ir*‘ 
identical with the instrumental sing, of the adj. : 


adj. 

adv. 

adj. 

ado. 

deop 

d§ope, deeply 

bluVe 

hlli'fe, hllihehj 

iQng 

Ignge, long, far 

claJne 

cllono, cUh(ii 

swIS 

swIO'e, strongly, very 

dcoplic 

dcopllcc, doeyly 

wid 

wide, widely 

gloedlic 

ghedllcc, gladly 

nearu 

noarwe, narrowly 

hcardlii; 

hea,rdll(‘0, serew 

hlutor 

lilQtre, hnglfly 

sotflic 

suMico, traly 


Notes. (1) Tn the last four cKatnplo.s, the simple ndjs., fMyt, 
glxd, heard, sd% arc also found. Ilnnco -lire came to hi* n'garded as an 
adverbial termination, \va.s added to adjs. that ha,d not forms in 
and finally, in the Middle Knglish period, supplcinenteil the less disthiet 
adverbial ending ~e. E.vs, ; 

bll'^o bli<N(‘hee, jogai'ah/ 

rOt rdtliee, ghtdlif 

sw<iotol swooiolhV,*', rh'arlil 

(2) Throe mjjs,, which are i~ orystmns, have therefuiv mulalorl 
vowels, wlj^prc.'us the adv.s. kamp the original vtnvcl ; 

sefto sOfh'i, mftlg 

smcA'o rnnm’Ve, 

swCtt) Hwote, mu'Hli/ 
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r 1 

171. The oblique cases of adjs. and nouns ar*^ used adverbially. 



(1) Accusative (neut. of adj.) : 


eall, entirely 

ealne weg, always 

full, fully 

011 hwile (Se), while 

gen5g, enough 

norS, rwrth 

lyt(el), little 

nor^weard, northwards 

hwon, somewhat 

Cpweard, upwards 

(2) Genitive: 


ealles, altogether 

doeges, hy day 

nealles, not at all 

nihtes, hy night 

hamweardes, homewards 

niede(s), needs 

nortJweardes, northwards 

iyonccs, willingly 

ungewealdes, involuntarily 

and even compounded with a preposition : 

to-middes, in the midst 

(3) Dative (Instr.), sing, and pi. 


elne, courageously 

hwllum, sometimes 

facne, excessively 

hwlltldum, sometimes 

hwSne, somewhat 

wundrum, wondrousily) 

miclum, very 

fioccmffilum, in troops 

styccemcelum, 'piecemeal^ here and there 


172. Othef adverbial terminations are -a and -unga {-inga ) : 

ggara, of yore 

anunga, once for all 

sOna, soon 

eallimga, altogether ^ 

tela, well 

ierringa, angrily 

tuw^ twice 

grundlunga, from the foundations 

tk’riwa* thrice 
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173. The chief af^verhs of place are : 


Rest 

Motion towards 

Motion from 

hgr, here 

* hider 

heonan 

hw^r, where 1 

hwider 

hwonan 

there 

t^der 

JSQnan 

inne, innan, within 

in(n) 

innan 

Qte, utan, outside 

Qt 

titan 

uppe, uppan, above 

ftp 


ufan, above 


ufan 

neo?Jan, beneath 

niiJer 

neoeSan 

foran, fore, before 

foriS 


hindan, behind 

hinder 

hindan 

feorr(an), /ar, afar 

feor(r) 

feorran 

neah, near 


neaii 


noriU, north 

noriJan 


Slits, south 

sh'tSan 


east, east 

6astan 


west, west 

westan 


II. PBEFIXES. 

174. Tlie following are the principal OE. prefixes, with selcctcHl 
examples. 

a- ; (1) unstressed form of or-, away, and thciri merely intensive : 
dfaran, to depart ; drlmn, to arise ; aheodan^ to order. 

(2) weakened from on- : dweg, away. 

(3) shortened from dwa, ever, ‘any-’: dhwmr, anywhere, every 
where (§ G2). 

a-, a privative prefix, ‘without’: discouraged ; idle. 

aef, rare stressed form of q/t, ‘off, from’: mfweard, absent; 
grudge. 

sefter-, ‘after’# az/terhoren, posthumous; a&ft&'JylgQnd^ follower. 

ffig- (<^'igi-), ‘every-’ : Bghwxr^ everywhere (§ G2). 

set-, ‘at, from’: xtwltan^ to twit; ailsqumu^ together; sjetniman, to 
take away. * * . ^ 
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§ 174' 

r ( 

"be-j unstressed form of 6«-, ‘"by, about f 

(a) specialises the meanings of transitive verbs : hes§ttan, to bei?&tr; 

hesecan, to beseech. r 

(b) makes intrans. verbs transitive ; bescman, to illuminate ; 

heridan, to encompass r 

(c) privative : ^bedislan^ helWan, ben^man, beniman, bescierian, 
hesny^ian, to deprive of. 

(d) without assignable force : beheodan, to command ; bescufan, 
to shove. 


,bi-j ‘by’ (see he~): hlleofa, sustenance; hupell, example, 
ed-, ‘re-’ : edlean, reward; edmwian, to renew. 


for-: (1) earlier unstressed form fer~, same origin as prep, for; 
denotes loss, destruction ; intensifies ; deteriorates ; negatives : 


fordon, to destroy 
forweortjan, to perish 
forwyrd, destruction 
forspillan, to destroy 
forgan, to forgo 
forgietan, to forget 

(2)=the prep, for : forstipidaiii 
intercept. 


forgiefan, to forgive 

forbsernan, to burn up 

fretan (<'*‘for-etan), to devour 

forseon, to despise 

forswerian, to swear falsely 

forbeodan, to forbid 

to defend ; forfaran^ forridan^ to 


fore-, ‘fore-’: foreew^an^ to foretell; fore^onc^ forethought; fore- 
mSre, very great. 

ge-: (a) originally = together (L. cum), as in gefire, company; 
gefegan, to fit together (§ 62). 

(b) makes intrans. verbs transitive, often with the added notion 
of attainment, gain, success: gewinnan, to win, cp. winnan, to fight; 
gexrnan, to gain by galloping, cp. oernan, to gallop ; gedscian^ to learn 
by asking, hear of. 

(c) initial inflection of past participles : gebiden, gelocod. 

{d) very often without assignable meaning : gebeodan, to order ; 
gcbedhm, chapel. 

# 

in-j ‘in’: inggng, ingress ; infyrdian, to invade. ^ 
mid-\ ‘with’ : midwyrhta^ cooperator. 

^ Mid- ^re(iuently = ‘ mid-,’ as in mid^iht, but can then hardly be 
regarded a^a mere prefix. - * 
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§m 

mis-, ‘ mis- ’ : mtislhipan, to go wrong ; misdM^ misdeed, 
n-, negative prefix : nis, is not ; ndn^ none, 
of-, unstressed form of which it almost entirely displaced : 
ia) originally = off : of spring, offspring; oJdsUan, to smite off; 
ofteon, to withhold. 

(6) intensive: ofstingan, to stab (to death) to stone to 

death. > 

(c) makes intrans. verbs trans., often specialising the meaning: 
ofsittan, to oppress offeallan, to fall upon 

offaran, to overtake of^Jyncan, to displease. 

ofer-: (a) = over: ofmtigan, to surmount; oferswWan, to over- 
power; ofersprBce, loquacious. 

(h) with negative force: ofergietan, to forget; ofersittan, to 
abstain from. 

on (an)- : (1) unstressed form of Qnd-, denotes reversal, change : 
onlucan, to unlock onwindan, to unwind 

onhlidan, oniynan, to open onwgndan, to change, upset 

(2) = the prep, ‘on’: 

onwinnan, to assail onliehtan, to illuminate 

onsittan, to occupy onslSpan, to fall asleep 

onmlan, to ignite ongean, against. 

(3) often without assignable meaning : onginnan, to begin. 

qnd (and)-, stressed form of on (Greek dvrl), back : qndioyrdc, answer. 

or-, stressed form of d- (1); see § 104 N. 

oS-, ‘ away ’ ; offeallan, to fall off ; o^kealdan, to keep back. 

sqm (sam)-, ‘together’: sqmwist, a living together. 

som (sam)-, ‘half’: sdmmls, stupid; somworht, half-made. 

to-: (1)= earlier te-, L. dis-, ‘asunder’; tobregdan, tosUtan, to tear 
to pieces; tofaran, toferan, to disperse. 

(2)=ifd (pr(|p.): togeanes, towards; iocyme, arrival; tOweard, future. 
Surh-,*' through ’ : '^urhteon, to accomplish. 

un-: («)==‘un-’; u?irdt, sad; uncu% unknown; ungewisses, un- 
consciously. » • / 

(&) pejorative: uwUjder, ovlt progeny. 
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under-, ‘under’: undersigndan, to understaifd. 

WJjn-, ‘ un- ’ : wqnkal^ unliealtliy ; womMig^ unhappy. 

wi??-, ‘with-, against’: wi6stqndan, to withstand; wiZfeoKtend^ 
adversary. ^ 

wiSer-j ‘ against, ^re-’: wi6&rjiita, wi^erwinnaf opponent, adversary; 
wi^erstal, resistance. 

ynfo (ynibe)-, ‘around’: ymhsittan^ invest; ymh&tSqnc, reflection. 


III. SUFFIXES. 

175 . The principal OE. suf&xes (except adverbial, see §§ 170 — 3) 
are here given in one list in alphabetical order. Some of the suffixes 
included existed also as independent words in OE., and might more 
correctly be regarded as forming compounds ; but compounds pass into 
derivatives in the course of time, and it has been thought bettor to err, 
if at all, on the side of inclusion. 

-aS (o?J), noun masc., abstract : fisca% fishing ; huiito% hunting. 

-b»re, adj., ‘bearing’: wmimh^re^ fruitful; lustb&re^ desirable. 

-cund, adj. denoting nature; godcundy divine; heofoncund, heavenly. 

-dom, ‘-dom,’ noun masc., usu. absti’act : freodom, freedom ; Woedom^ 
medicine. 

-els, noun masc. : byrgels, tomb ; recels, incense. 

-en (1), noun neut., sometimes dimin. : dlewen, sphere; cycen, 
chicken. 

-en (2), noun fern,, often a person : gyden^ goddess ; hyrgen, tomb. 

-en (3), adj, of material etc. : gylden^ golden: h£e^c7i, heathen. 

-(e)nd, noun masc., agent: agenda owner; Scieppend, Creator; 
freond, friend. ^ 

-ere, ‘-er,’ noun masc., agent; hocmj scribe; fiscere, fkher; god- 
spellere, evangelist. 

-ern, no^ neut., ‘house’: horsertij sta}?le; Udeer?!, lantern. 

-erne, ‘-em,’ adj., local: worSem, northern. 
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■estre, ‘-ster,’ noT|ti fern., person: wehhestre, spinster; wltegestre^ 
)hetess. 

•ettan, verb : Ucettan, to feigi!. 


-fsest, ‘-fast,’ adj. : s^gc^e/^sif, steadfest ; scqmp^st^ shamefasi 
-feald, ‘-fold,’ adj. : mqnigfealdy manifold; ^rlKgfeald, thirty fold, 
-full, ‘-ful,’ adj. : cearfull^ anxious; synnfull^ guilty. 

-had, ‘-hood,’ noun masc., abstract : cildhad, childhood ; mmgdenhad^ 
virginity. 


-ig, ‘-y,’ adj. : haXig^ holy; modig^ proud; welig^ wealthy. 

-iht, adj. : heoruhociht, savagely barbed; hreodiht, reedy. 

-ing, noun masc.; {a) patronymic: xfSeling, prince; M^ehoulfing^ 
son of Ethelwulf. 

{h) without assignable force : lerming, poor wretch ; hse^ring, herring; 
soillmg, shilling. 

-isc, ‘-ishj’ adj.: ^ngliso, English; loielisc, foreign; cildiso, childish, 
-lac, ‘-lock,’ noun neut,, abstract ifeohtlac, fighting; wedlac, wedlock, 
-llecan, verb: neal^can, to approach; ^rlstlxcan, to embolden. 

-leas, ‘-less,’ adj.: glemeleas, heedless; receUas, reckless. 

-lie, ‘-ly,’ adj. : godllc, goodly ; womanly ; undberendlic, in- 

tolerable ; imgesewenlic, invisible. 

-liest (least), ‘-lessness,’ noun fern., abstract: glemeliest^ negligence; 
slsepleast, sleeplessness. 

-ling, ‘-ling,’ noun masc., dirain., or denoting aficction or contempt: 
deorling, darling ; geongling, youth ; hyrlmg^ hireling. 

N.B. On binding, on hinderling, hachoards. 

-mod, ‘ -minded,’ adj. : ea^mod^ humble-minded. 


-nes, ‘-ness,’ noun fem., abstract: godnes, goodness; forseicennes, 
contempt. 

-ol, a(^. : sticii, rough ; swicol^ deceitful. 

-rsden, noun fem., ab.stract : mBgr^eUy relationship ; geared mden, 
agreement ; mqnrmden, homage. 

0, ‘-riu,’ noun ilimt. :%isfi^rice, bishopric; cywmce^iugdom. 
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-scipe, ‘-ship/ noun masa, abstract : f<Mond§cipe^ friendship 
hw3itsdpe, boldness. ' ^ 

-sian, verb : hUtsian^ to bless ; clknsian, to cleanse. 

-stafas, noun ma^^c. pL, abstract : arstafas^ favour ; facemtafas^ 
treachery. 

-suna, ‘ -some/ adj. : wynmm^ winsome ; Iqngmm, tedious. 

4i&ae, adj. : hqfigfieme, grievous ; ^iSwMzeme, perverse. 

-S(u), ‘-th/ noun fern., abstract: 8tTqng^{u\ strength; 
hostility. 

-u (preceded by mutated root-vowel), noun fern., abstract : lml% 
health ; raquigu^ multitude. 

-ung (ing), ‘-ing/ noun fern., abstract : hUUung^ blessing ; mikstmg, 
mercy. 

-weard, ‘-ward/ adj., local and temporal: nor^weard, northward: 
toweard, future. 

-W^nde, adj.: halwpidej healthy; hwilwpide^ transitory. 

-weorS, wierSe, ‘-worthy/ adj.; arweofS^ venerable; tBlwier^e^ 
blameworthy; untMwierlSej blameless. 

-Wis, adj. : rihtwls, righteous ; ungesceadwlSj unintelligent. 


C.iJIBEIDc‘1! : VEINTED BY JOHN 


1I.A. AT mK UNIVEBSITY BBESS. 




